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AfMlAiiaivofaittdaMgsdier hi tte BHtfah B&nim and ImvmIm 
VuwiBUv— Plan to capinre him^-Mutioy in the American Camp 
— ^violenee of the Ivnnsyhrania Une-Order reitorad-^Waas 
fliateof tlw arany— The Frenoh Coort nranta a Loanto the United 
Statee— Exertion of the States to eneBlo the Qeneral to open the 
Campaign— The Frenoh Troope march to the American Camp- 
Plan to enrprise the Britieh Pest at Kiiw*i Bridfe— Expedition to 
ViMinia— Count de Gbraeoe arrivee in the Chesapeak— Vorktown 
beeieged— British Redonbts stormed— The Britieh make a Sortie— 
liord Comwallie atbempte to eeeape— He eapitnlatee and ennen- 

' den hii Foste^Indeeisive Action between the French and English 
Fleets— Sir Henry, too late, embarks his Troops for Yorktown— 
Thanks of Oongreas to the Amertean and Frenoh Canmaadefti 
and to the Army— Qeneral St. Clair despatclied to Carolina— The 
other eorpe of the Army return to the Neighbourhood of Blew* 
T«lE»aiiii go into Wiatec Qsnxten. 

1781. ARNOLD, luiTuig boon appelated a Brigadier 
Ctenend in the Britiob army, waa with about sixteeii 
bundled men detached to invade Virginia. With hie 
armed ahips he sailed up James' riyer, and at Rich- 
mond and other places destroyed pnblich and private 
property to a great amount. He at length indicated a 
design to establish a permanent post at Portsmouth. 

The French fleet since its arrival on the American 
eoast had been blocked up in the harbour of Newport, 
and the land f6rces had remained inactive in that town* 
But about this time the British blockading squadron 
snfibred by a violent storm, and a temporary superiority 
was given to the French. 

Ckneral Washingtok thought that a fiur epportu* 
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aity presented to sbrike a decitire blow at the Britiah 
detachment in Virginiai and to obtain the pereon of 
Arnold. In pursuance of this scheme, the General 
detached the Marquis La Fayette to Virginia with 
twelve hundred of the American inftntry : at the same 
time he requested the co-operation of the French from 
Rhode lalaiul. The commanding officers gladly em- 
braced the opportunity to engage in active services, 
that might prove advantageous to their American al- 
lies. 

On the death of Admiral Temay, at Newport, the 
command of the fleet devolved on Destonches. In 
compliance with the request fif General Washinotoef^ 
_ he sailed with his whole squadron for the 

' Chesapeak, having eleven hundred land 
troops on board. The British Admiral Arbuthnot hav- 
ing repaired the damages sustained by the storm, im- 
mediately followed the French, and on the 25th an 
action took place between the two hostile fleets. The 
battle ended without loss to either fleet, but the fruits 
of victory were on the side of the English. The joint 
expedition was frustrated, the French returned to Mew- 
port, and Arnold was rescued from the fate which he 
merited. 

The winter of 1781 in a degree renewed the privations 
and sufferings of the American army. The men were 
badly clothed and scantily fed ; and they had served 
almost a year without pay. Without murmuring they 
long endured their accumulated distresses. But the 
fortitude of the firmest men maybe worn down. Dis- 
heartened by their sufiierings, despairing of relief, and 
dissatisfied, that their country did not make more ef- 
fectual exertions for their support, the spirit of mutiny 
broke out with alarming appearances. 

The Pennsylvania line stationed at Morristown, with 
the exertion of three regiments, revolted. On a con- 
certed signal, the non-conimissioned officers tind pri- 
vates turned out with their arms, and announced the 
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dMigB of mtrekiiig to the seat of Conippeiii thtn t» 
tanuid ft redreM of their intolenbie grieruioee. The 
mutiny defied oppo0iti<m. In the attempt to qneU it, 
otte cffioer wts killed, end leveral dangerously wound- 
ed. General Wayne, in a threatening attitude, drew 
pietcd, the mntineere preaented their bayonets to 
breast and said, *< General, we loye and respeot jou, 
but if yon fire, jou are a dead man. We are not going 
to the enemy, on the contrary if they were now to come 
out, you should see us fight under your orders with as 
much alacrity as ever ; but we will no longer be amus- 
ed, we are determined on obtaining what is our just 
doe." Thirteen hundred of them, under officers of 
their own Section, marched in order for Princeton 
with tludr arms and six field pieces. They committed 
no other act of violence, than to demand of the inhap 
Mtants provisions for their necessary siqiport. 

Congress sent a Committee of tiieir own body to 
eoBfi»r with them. They demanded the redress of 
their grievinces as the basis of accommodation. Sir 
Henry Clinton sent out agents to invite them to his 
standard, promising them more advantageous terms 
than those demanded of Congress. They with indig- 
nation rejected his proposals, and delivered over his 
emissaries to General Wayne, who hanged them as 
s^es. President Reed offered the mutineers a purse 
ni a hundred guineas as a reward for the surrender 
of the Britudi emissaries. This they refused, declaring 
that *^ what they had done was only a duty they owed 
their country, and they neither desired, nor would re- 
eeive any reward but the approbation of that country, 
for which they had so often fought and bled." 

The Council ai Pennsylvania appointed Mr. Reed, 
their President, and General Potter, a Committee to 
eomprcmiise with the soldiery, to whom the gentlemen 
firom Congress transferred their powers. The Com- 
mittee feit tiiemselves compelled to jield more to the 
demands of these soldiers ill a state of mutiny, than 
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wooM have reUdned them qnietij in their rankSi had 
the goverament of Pennsylvania seasonably attended 
to their pressing wairts. Meet of the artillerists, and 
many of the infioitry were discharged) becanae their 
time of service was vaguely expressed in the order* 
nnder which they had enlisted. The residue received 
forloughs for forty days ; and the whole line was, for 
this period, absolutely dissolved. 

The evil did not rest with the troops of Pennsylva- 
nia. Some of the Jersey brigade at Pompton caught 
their complaining spirit, and imitated their mutinons 
example.' The mutineers were mostly fore^paers, and 
they made the same claims upon the country, which 
had been granted to the Pennsylvania line. 

The former instance of mutiny had taken place at a 
distance from head quarters, and General WASHiira- 
TON, upon serious deliberation, had resolved, not to 
hazard his authority as Commander in Chief, in the 
attempt to bring the revoHers to order by the influence 
of his personal character; but to leave the delicate 
transaction with the civil government of the state ; 
and he was satisfied with the result. Bat he perceived 
the importance of arresting the progress of a spirit^ 
which threatened the dissolution of his army. Relying 
on the firmness and patriotism of the New-England 
battalions, which were composed almost exclusively 
of native Americans, he determined to reduce the 
Jersey revolters to unconditional subjection. General 
Howe was detached on this service, which he prompt* 
ly p^ormed. Two or three of the ringleaders were 
executed on the spot, and complete subordination was 
restored in the brigade. 

The mutiny was supprensed, but causes of uneasi- 
ness remained, and these were not confined to the 
army. The money received into the national treamry 
from taxes imposed by state authorities, bote no pro- 
portion to the pubHck expense. The magazines were 
exhausted, and the states were so deficient in fur- 
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nirfihig pfOTifliomi lor the anny, that sapplm of orwy 
dMGfiption irere of neoesnty obtauiml by impnamanHk. 
Pnbliek credit being gone, the certificate* of property 
iatbie manner taken, were considered of little valve, 
and general oneasinen and nrarmuring emmed. Theae 
evils threatened the destruction of the army, yid the 
loss of the American cause, unless a vital remedy was 
sjpeedily applied to the publick disease. 

The Court of London became intimately acquainted 
with the interiour idtnation of the United States, and 
in consequence entertained sanguine expectations of a 
eomi^te conquest of the States south of the' Hudson. 
The letters of Lord George Germaine to Sir Henry 
Glinton, which were written at this period, urged him 
m the stoongest language, to embrace the favourable 
Ofppottimity to disperse the remnant of General Wash^ 
nroTON^s army, and to push his ccmquest of the revolted 
eekknies. 

The spring of 1781 opened a gloomy prospect to the 
Commander in Chief Congress had made a requi* 
aitioii upon the several states tot an army consisting 
of thirty-sevon thousand men. In May, the states, 
from New-Jersey to New-Hampdiire inclusive, had not 
in the field more than seven thousand in&ntry. The 
men were generally new recruits, and time had not 
kwn given to discipline them. The cavalry and ar- 
tillery, at no period during the campaign, amounted 
to one thousand men. Supplies of provisions were 
greatly deficient, and the soldiers were ahnost naked> 
the clothing for the army, eipected from Europe, not 
having arrived. ' The Quarter Master's department 
had neither funds nor credit, and the transportation of 
stores could be made only by impresments, aided' by 
a military f<Mwe. Measures of this violent nature ex- 
cited great nneaBineBs among the inhaluttnts ; and 
General Washington expec|^ that actual resistance 
would be made to them. These difilculties had been 
foreseen by the Commander in Chief, and he had mad* 
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•fitry pnMiUa ezMtkm to oinriato Ikmn. H% had m» 
pMtodlj made known the tiif«at wmnto of tho unqr 
to CongreM and to the atatea, and had aant offioefv of 
the greataat infloanoe into the leifaotive goTeromanta 
to en&cee hia atatemanta. 

Th^jnind of General WAsniaoroH aunk not undflr 
hia emoarcaaanienta. He had iiilly refleeted upon the 
dangera incident to hia aitnatioiiy and hia zeaohitiaB 
roae to meet them. While pondering npon hia deape- 
^/bb proapeeta, he receiyed the gratofiil inteUigenoe* 
Aat the goyenUnent <^ France had loaaed the United 
Statea aix milliona of liTzea> a part of whieh earn mm 
advanced in arma and clothing for the army ; and « 
part paid to tlw draoghta of General WAiBuraTOir. 
Infimnation waa alao giyan, that thia goTemment had 
leaolved to eoqploy a reapectaUe fleet in the Amerinaw 
•aaa the next aommer. 

The plan of vigoroaa operationa waa reaumedi and 
it waa dfltermined by Ckneral WAaaiver^ and the 
Frenoh oonunandara, that New-Yoik ahould be tlm 
firat okjeet of their attack. On thiaoecaaion the Com- 
mander in Chief addreaaed lettara to the £zeeatiTaii 
of the New-Kngland atatea, andof New^Jeraeyi ear* 
naady calling npon them to fill np their battaliona, and 
to fiimiBh their qootaa c^proviaion. 

The near proapeet of terminating the war animated 
thaae Statea to umumal exertma. The nmnber of > 
men indeed M abort of the reqniaition of Congreaa } 
bnt eflbofenal meaanrea were adopted to anpply tba 
army with proyiaiotta. Undar the ayatem of atate in* 
^pnaitiosiy meat, apirit, and aalt were drawn ftom New 
FiBgland. A oonyeotion of dakgatea ftom theae atataa 
metai Froyidence and adopted a ayatem of monthly 
Bi^pliaa, through the campaign. Aa aeon aa this plan 
eoold be oarriad. into operation, the auppliea of thaae 
artielea were regular and ccmipetent. 

RequiaitionB of flour were made from New* York, 
Newjeraey, and Pennaylvania. New-York and New 
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Htmy, hftviiig been miieh exhavsted by Uie 6&fn4ik* 
TOM (^the enemy, and by the neeewary imprfieiniente 
ef the Ameriean army, the chief dependence lor this 
eeeential article was pieced on PennsylTaaia. The 
Legiriatnre of the state was not Tigoroiu in its mea» 
sores, and a searoity of flonr was ^prehended. 

At this period, Mr. Robert Morris of PhiUmlphia, 
a member of Conf ress from that state, a merchant of 
nraeh intellig«iice and entei^rise, was etttrusted with 
the management of the finances cf the United States* 
To him the Legisfaitare of Fennsyhraaia transferred 
the tasces appropriated to famish the reqaisitions of 
Congress upon that state; and he in consequence 
eonfcracted to snpply the national requisition. By 
his personal agency and credit, he established tem- 
p<»ary funds, amply supplied the army with flour, and 
fomished the Quarter Master General with the means 
effisctnally to execute the duties of his department. 
Through the campaign the movements ef the^army 
were made with facility and expedition. 

•In June, the French troops marched from Nawport 
to the Head Quarters of the American army. As they 
a]^roached the North river. General Washuiotoii laid 
a plan to su^ise the British worhs at Swing's bridge. 
On the night of the 94 of July, the plan was to be car* 
ried into execution. At this time it was expected 
Count B.ochambeau would reach the scene of action, 
to assist in maintaining the ground, which the Amea» 
ean troops might gain. To secure his cooperation, 
the Commander in Chief sent an Aid to the Coynt re* 
questing him to direct iiis route to SLing*8 bridge, and 
to regulate his march in such a manner as to be at that 
place by the specified time. 

To mask the design, and to give a reason for the 
movement of the American army, which might not 
excite the suspicion of the British Commander, Gene- 
ral Wa^bincton, in orders on the 30th of June mSn- 
tioned that a junction with the French troops might 

Vol. II. "2 
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flooB be eiipeotod. He, in eubtequent otden, gaye in- 
fonnatian '' thai tbe French anny would not come to 
that gronndy and as the General was desirous of show- 
ing all the respect in his power to those generous al- 
lies, who were hastening with the zeal of friends, and 
the ardour of soldiers, to share the fatigues and dan- 
gers of the campaign, he proposed to receive them at 
some other more conyenient place ', and for this pur- 
jiQse would march the whole line of the American ar- 
my. at three in the- morning." 

General Lincoln was appointed to command the 
detachment, which was to assail the works at King's 
bridge, and on the night of the Ist of July, he embark- 
ed in boats at Teller's point, and with muffled oars 
passed down the North river, undiscovered, to Dobb's 
ferry. At this place his boats and his men were con- 
cealed. He reconnoitred the works to be attacked, 
and found that a British detachment which had been 
some time in New-Jersey, had returned, and was en- 
camped in force on the north end of York Island, and 
that an armed ship was in such a manner, stationed in 
the river, .as to render it impossible for the American 
boats, without discovery, to approach the landing place. 
The attempt upon the enemy was of course relinquish- 
ed. 

General Washington extended his orders to an^ en- 
terprise, to be carried into effect, should the attempt 
on King's bridge &il. This was to bear off a corps of 
emigrants which, under the command of Ck>lonel De- 
lancy^ was posted above the British. The execution 
of this plan was lefl principally with the French, and 
General Lincoln .was directed to take a position that 
would prevent the retreat of Delancy, and protect the 
flanks of the French from the British reinforcements 
from the Island. But the French troops did not in 
season reach the scene of action, and this scheme also 
failed. At day light a sharp skirmish took place be- 
tween . General Lincoln and a party of British li^ht 



1781.] LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 16 

troops. These retreated to York Idand ss General 
Washington approached, who had moved the army 
to sapport his detachments, and to follow np any ad- 
vantage they might gain. On the sixth of Jnly, CoonC 
Rochambeau joined the American army at Dobb's 
ferry. 

Early in August Count de Barrass, who had sue* 
ceeded to the command of the French fleet at Rhode 
Island, informed General Washington, that the Count 
de Grasse was to haye sailed from the West Indies the 
3d of that month for the Chesapeak, with twenty-five 
ships of the line, and three thousand land troops. 

It became necessary to determine absolutely on the 
plan of operation. The battalions in the army, under 
the immediate command of Goneral Washington were 
not full ; it was known that the garrison at New-ToriL 
had received a very considerable reinforcement ; and 
the French marine officers appeared not ardent in the 
plan to attack the harbour of this city. 

For these considerations General Washington de- 
termined to relinquish the attempt on New-Tork, and 
to march to Virginia to lay siege to the poet of Lord 
Comwallis at Torktown. Having residved on thia 
plan, he in a private manner adopted measures for its 
execution. 

The defence of West Point and of the other posts on 
the" Hudson was committed to General Heath, and a 
large portion of the troops raised in the Northern 
States was for this service left under his command. 
General Washington resolved in person to conduct 
the Virginia expedition. The troops under Count Ro- 
chambeau, and strong detachments firom the American 
army, amounting to more than two thousand men, and 
consisting of the light infantry. Lamb's artillery and 
several other corps were destined for this expedition. 
By the 25th of August the whole body, American and 
French, had crossed the North river. 

An intercepted letter of General Washington's, ir 
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wfaieh he eonmninioted, «■ the result of a conmilta- 
tMA with the French commanderB, the den^ to at 
teok New-Tork, had excited the apprehensions of the 
British Gener^ for the safety of that city. This 9^ 
prehension was kept sliTe, and the real object <^ the 
Americans concealed, by preparations for an encamp- 
ment m New-Jersey opposite to Staten Island, by the 
roat of the American army, and other appearances in- 
dicating an intention to besiege New-Tork ; and the 
troops had passed the Delaware out of reach of annoy- 
ance, before Sir Henry soapected their destination. 

General WASHiiroTOff pressed forward with the ntr 
most expedition, and at Chester he received 
8spT. 3. the important intelligence, that Connt de 
Grasse had arrived with his fleet in the 
Chesapeak, and that the Marquis St. Simon had, with 
a body of three thousand land forces, joined the Mar- 
qnis La Fayette. Having directed the route of his army 
from the head of Elk, he, accompanied by Roeham- 
beau, Chatelleux, Du Portail, and Knox, proceeded to 
Virginia. They reached Williamsburg the 14th of 
September, and immediately repaired on board the Villa 
de Paris, to settle with Count de Grasse the plan of 
eperation. 

o |. The Count afterwards wrote General 
Washirotok, that, judging his confined 
situation to be unfavourable for a naval engagement, 
he should sail to 'meet the English at sea or to block 
them up in the harbour of New-Tork. General Wasb- 
iROTov apprehending that the successful issue of the 
expedition, which he had conceived morally certaini 
might by this measure be defeated, sent a despatch by 
the Marquis La Fayette to the Count, to dissuade him 
from it. The Count ccmsented to conform himself to 
the wishes of the American Greneral, and remained at 
anchor in the bay of the Chesapeak. 

The whole body of American and French troops 
raached Wtlliarosburg by the 95th of September. At 
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this place the allied forces were joined by a detach- 
ment of the militia of Virginia, under the command 
of Govemour Nelson. Preparations were soon made 
to benege Yorktown. 

The rivers, York and James, form a long and nar- 
row peninsula, and Lord Comwallis had chosen a po- 
sition on the south side of York river as a military 
post, and had strongly fortified it. Opposite to York- 
town on the north shore is Gloucester Point, which 
projects into the river, and at this place reduces its 
width to one mile. This point his Lordship also pos- 
Hessed, and fortified. Between these posts the river is 
deep, and ships of the line may here ride in safety. 
The communication between Yorktown and Gloaces- 
ter Point was defended by batteries on shore, and by 
several armed ships in the river. The body of the 
British* army was encamped about Yorktown, within 
a range of redoubts and field works, erected to com- 
mand the peninsula, which at this place is not more 
than eight miles wide, and to impede the approach of 
an assaulting enemy. Colonel Tarleton with six or 
seven hundred men defended Gloucester. 

On the 38th, the main body of the allied army moved 
down towards Yorktown, driving before them troops 
of horse, and the piquets of the enemy. The columns, 
as they reached the ground assigned them, encamped 
fbr the night and lay upon their arms. The next day 
was employed in reconnoitring the enemy's position, 
in which service Colonel Scammel, an officer of merit, 
was mortally wounded, and taken prisoner. A force 
consisting of about two thousand French and Ameri- 
cans, under the command of the French General de 
Choise, was stationed on the north side of the river, 
to watch and restrain the enemy m Gloucester. 

The French and Americans were employed until 
the Gth of October, in conveying their artillery and 
stores firom the landing place to camp. On the night 
of that day, they broke ground within six hundred 
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yudfl of tbe Britiih tines ; and the first parallel was 
completed with little loss. On the 9th and 10th, guns 
were mounted on the worksi and the hatteries began 
to play, with visible effect, on the lines of the enemy. 
Many of their guns were soon silenced, and their works 
damaged. By the 11th, the enemy scarcely returned 
a shot. The shells and red hot balls of the besiegers 
reached the British shipping in the river, and set the 
Charon frigate of forty-four guns, and several large 
transports on fire, which were entirely consumed. A 
spirit of emulation animated the troops of both nations, 
and the siege was prosecuted with vigour and effect. 
On the night of the 11th, the second parallel was be^ 
gun within three hundred yards of the British lines. 
The working parties were not discovered until day> 
light, when the trenches were in a situation to cover 
the men. Three days were spent in completing the 
batteries of this paralle^, which time the British inde- 
fiktigably employed upon their lines. They opened new 
embrasures, and their fire was more destructive than 
at any previous period of the siege. Two redoubts in 
particular, advanced in firont of the British Unes, and 
which flanked the second parallel of the Americans, 
gave great annoyance ; and it was deemed necessary 
to carry them by storm. 

To prevent national jealousy, and to keep alive the 
spirit of emulation, the attack of one was assigned to 
the American troops, and that of the other to the 
French. The Marquis La Fayette commanded the 
American detachment consisting of light infantry^ 
which was designed to act against the redoubt near 
the river, and the Baron de Viomincl, with the grena- 
diers and chasseurs of his nation, was ordered to storm 
the redoubt nearer to the British right. Colonel Harnil- 
ton, who through this campaign commanded a bat- 
talion of light infantry, led the advanced corps of the 
Americans to the assault, while Colonel Laurens 
turned the redoubt and attacked in the rear, to pre- 
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YWi the r«itreat of Um gamson. Without giving tim* 
fot the abattit to be removed, and without firing a gun, 
the Americana gallantly assaulted, and instantly car- 
xM. the works. Their loss was one sergeant and eight 
priTates killed ; and six officers, and twenty-six rank 
«nd file wounded. The garrison was commanded by 
a Major, and consisted of about fifty men. Of these, 
eight privates were killed, a few individuals escaped, 
and the residue were made prisoners.* 

The redoubt attacked by the French was garrisoned 
by one hundred and twenty men, it made more resist- 
ance and was overcome at the loss of near one hundred 
men. Of the garrison eighteen were killed, and three 
officers and about fi>rty privates were made prisoners. 

The Commander in Chief was highly pleased with 
the gallantry of the attacking troops on this occasion. 
In general orders he congratulated the army on the 
success of the enterprise, and thanked the troops for 
their cool and intrepid conduct. '^ The General re- 
flects," conclude the orders, *' with the highest degree 
of pleasure, on the confidence which the troops of the 
two nations must hereafter have in each other. As- 
sured of mutual support, he is convinced there is no 
danger, which they will not cheerfully encounter, no 

* This event took place soon after the wanton slaughter of 
the men in Fort GrUwold in Connecticut by the British. " The 
irritation of this recent carnage had not so far subdued the 
humanity of the American character as to induce retaliation. 
Not a man was killed except in action. 'Incapable/ said 
Colonel Hamilton in his report, ' of imitating examples of bar- 
barity, and forgetting recent provocation; the soldiery spared 
every man that ceased to resist.' Mr. Gordon, in his History 
(^tbe American War, states, theordeTS given by La Favette, 
with the appcobation of Wasbimoton, to have directed, that 
every man m the redoubt, after its surrender, should be pot 
to the sword. These sanguinary orders, so repugnant to the 
character of the Commander in Chief, and of La Fayette. 
were never given. There is no trace of them among the paperi 
of General Washington ; and Colonel Hamilton, who took 
a part in the enterprise, which assures his perfect knowledr^ 
ofevery materia] occurrence, has publickly contradicted the 
statement." Jm^ MBtrshaU. 
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jdifficuHj whieh they will not bravely overcome.*' The 
redoubts were the aome ni^fht included within the 
second paraliel. 

Lord Comwallis well knew that the fire of the se- 
cond parallel would eoon render his works untenable, 
and determined to attempt to destroy it. The sortie 
appointed for this service consisted of three hundred 
and fifty men, and was commanded by Lieutenant 
Colonel Abercrombie. With great impetuosity, he at- 
tacked two batteries that were in the greUest forward- 
^^^ ^j. ness and carried them ; but the guards from 
' the trenches advancing, he was compelled to 
retreat without having effected his purpose. A few 
pieces of cannon were hastily spiked ; but they were 
soon again rendered fit for use. The service was 
honourable for the officers and men engaged, but the 
siege was not protracted. 

By the ailemoon of the 16th the British works sunk 
under the fire of the batteries of the second parallel; 
in the whole front attacked, they could not show a 
single gun, and their shells were nearly expended. In 
this extremity his Lordship adopted the desperate reso- 
lution to attempt an escape. Leaving the sick and 
wounded in his posts, he determined with his efficient 
force to cross over to Gloucester, disperse the troops 
under De Choise, mount his troops upon horses that 
might be found in the country, direct his course to 
the fords of the Great rivers, and make his way to 
New-Tork. For this purpose boats were collected, 
and other necessary measures taken. On the night 
of the 16th the first embarcation arrived in safety at 
Gloucester, but at the moment the boats were return- 
ing, a violent storm arose, which forced them down 
the river. At day-light the storm subsided, and the 
boats were sent to bring back the soldiers to Yorktown, 
which with little loss, was accomplished in the course 
of the forenoon. 

.On the morning of the 17th, the fire of the Ameri- 
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can batteries became intolerable, which soon, bj its 
reiterated effects, rendered the British post untenable. 
Liord Comwallis, pereeiying further resistance to be 
TOiaTailing, about ten o'clock beat a parley, and pro- 
posed a cessation of hostilities for twenty-four hours, 
that Commissioners might meet to settle the terms on 
which the posts of York and Gloucester should be sur* 
rendered. General Washington, in his answer, de- 
clared his ** ardent desire to spare the effusion of blood, 
and his readiness to listen to such terms as were ad- 
missible ;" but to prevent loss of time, he desired ** that, 
previous to the meeting of the Commissioners, the 
proposals of his Lordship might be transmitted in 
writing, for which purpose a suspension of hostilities 
fbr two hours should be granted.*' The terms proposed 
by his Lordship, were such as led the General to sup- 
pose that articles of capitulation might easily be ad- 
justed, and he continued the cessation of hostilities 
until the next day. To expedite the business, he sum- 
marily stated the terms he was willing to grant, and 
informed Earl Comwallis, that if he admitted these as 
the basis of a treaty. Commissioners might meet to put 
them into form. Accordingly Viscount de Noailles, 
ahd Lieutenant Colonel Laurens on the part of tho 
allies, and Colonel Dundas and Major Ross, on tho 
part of the English, met the next day and adjusted 
srtides of capitulation, which were to be submitted to 
the consideration of the British General. Resolving 
hot to expose himself to any accident that might be 
the consequence of unnecessary delay. General Wash- 
ington ordered the rough draught of the Commis- 
sioners to be fairly transcribed, and sent to Lord Com- 
wallis early next morning, with a letter, expressing 
lus expectation that the garrison would march out by 
two o'clock in the afternoon. Hopeless of more &• 
vourable terms, his Lordship signed the capitulation, 
and surrendered the posts of York and Gloucester with 
their garrisons to General Washington : and the 
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shipping in the harbour, with the seamen to Count de 
Grasse. 

The prisoners, exclusive of seamen, amounted to 
more than seven thousand, of which, between four and 
five thousand were fit for duty. The gmrrison lost 
during the siege, six officers and five hundred and 
forty-eight privates in killed and wounded. The pri- 
vates with a competent number of ofllcers were to re- 
main in Virginia, Maryland, or Pennsylvania. The 
officers not required for this service, were permitted 
on parole to return to Europe, or to lany of the mari- 
time posts of the English on the American continent. 
Lord Cornwallis attempted to introduce into the treaty 
an article in favour of those Americans who had joined 
his standard ; but General Washington referred their 
case to the civil authority. Permission however was 
granted to his Lordship to send the Bonetta sloop of 
war, unsearohed, to New- York to carry his despatches 
to Sir Henry Clinton, and in her those Americans 
went passengers, who had, in the highest degree in- 
curred the resentment of their countrymen. The 
terms granted to Earl Cornwallis were, in genera], 
the terms which had been granted to the Americans 
at the smrrender of Charleston ; and General Lincoln, 
who on that occasion resigned his sword to Lord Corn- 
wallis, was appointed to receive the submission of the 
royal army. 

The allied army, to which Lord Cornwallis surren- 
dered, amounted to sixteen thousand ; seven thousand 
French, five thousand five hundred continental troops, 
and three thousand five hundred militia. In the course 
of the siege, they lost in killed and wounded about 
three hundred. The siege was prosecuted with so 
much military judgment and ardour, that the treaty 
was opened the 11th, and the capitulation signed the 
13th day after ground was broken before the British 
lines. The whole army received the unreserved ap- 
probation of the General. But the peculiar services 
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of particular corps entitled them to iipecial notice. 
The artillerists and the engineers greatly distinguished 
themselves. Brigadiers Du Portail and Knox were 
promoted to be Major Generals. Major Generals 
Lincoln and the Marquis La Fayette were mentioned 
with high commendations, and Govemour Nelson, 
who commanded the militia was thanked for his effec- 
tual exertions in the field, and in furnishing the army 
with such articles as his state afforded. To Count 
Rochambean, to the French officers and troops, Gene- 
ral Washington expressed his acknowledgmonts in 
flattering language. 

The British General and Admiral at New-York had 
not been inattentive to the perilous situation of Lord 
Comwallis. Admiral Rodney in the West Indies had 
early been apprized of the intention of Count de Grasse 
to visit the American coast ; but not supposing that 
the whole of the French fleet on that station, would 
be employed on this service, Rodney detached Sir 
Samuel Hood to the continent with fourteen sail of 
line of battle ships. Sir Samuel reached the mouth 
of the Chcsapeak before de Grasse, and finding no 
enemy there, sailed along the coast to Sandy Hook. 
Admiral Greaves then lay in the harbour of New-York 
with seven ships of the line. Immediately after the 
arrival of Hood, intelligence was received that Count 
de Barrass had sailed from Newport. Admiral Greaves 
with the whole British squadron without loss of time 
sailed in pursuit of him, and on the 24th of September 
he discovered the French fleet under de Grasse con- 
sisting of twenty four ^ips of the line, riding at anr 
ehor in the Chesapeak and extending across its en- 
trance. Count de Grasse ordered his ships to slip 
their cables and form the line of battle. A partial en- 
gagement took place, in which some of the English 
ships were considerably damaged. The hostile fleets 
manoeuvred for four or five days in sight of each other, 
and Count de Grasse then returned to his anchorage 
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gromid. Here he feand Coant de Burran who had 
ti^en a wide eirevit to avoid the English, and had, 
while the hostile fleets were at sea, entered the Cheea- 
peak with the squadron from Newport, consisting of 
five ships and fourteen transports, laden with heavy 
artillery and military stores for the siege. Admiral 
Greaves returned to New-York to repair. 

In the course of a few days, the British squadron 
was augmented to twenty-five ships of the line, and 
Sir Henry Clinton determined to encounter every 
hazard in the attempt to relieve Earl CornwaUis. He 
embarked seven thousand of his best troops, and, con- 
voyed by the fleet, sailed on the very day of the capitu- 
lation, for Virginia. At the entrance of the Ghesapeak, 
on the 24th of October, he received information of the 
surrender of his Lordship, and he returned to New- 
York. 

The capture of Lord Comwallis and his army ex- 
cited universal joy through the United States. In a 
circuitous route from Charleston to Yorktown, this 
army had marched eleven hundred miles and had 
spread terrour and distress through the whole extent* 
From this dread the country was delivered. The sur- 
render of a second royal army, the Americans deemed 
an event decisive of the independence of the United 
States, and which would speedily terminate the war. 

The day after the capitulation General Washi5C(- 
TON ordered, " that those who were under arrest should 
be pardoned and set at liberty ;" and announced, that 
'' Divine service shall be performed to-morrow in the 
different brigades and divisions. The Commander in 
Chief recommends, that all the troops that are not 
upon duty do assist at it with a serious deportment, 
and that sensibility of heart, which the recollection of 
i\)» surprising and particular interposition of provi* 
dence in our favour claims." Congress as soon as they 
'received General Washington's ofiicial letter giving 
information of the event, resolved to go in procession 
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.!• IhB 0«t«b Iiiiffcwrtw C)iitf«b) and ntmat tiuuikft lo 
iUffUfktjT QqA for 111* fi^ipiia mmsw of tlw A-nmriinn 
«nDs ; «»d Ihf^ iwmad « proclMpi^os^ rvGomnwaduv 
to; the ci4iz«ns 4^ the Unitod SUta« ta ohMnre tli« 
iiucteentk of Deoenbor w « d«.y of Pablick Tiiaakt- 
IfiriAf and Prajrer. Tlie aa ws of tho oapdiue of £»rl 
CorjuraUw waa evoiy vhace reecATod with aTnttalwn 
ftsd pwhiiek Ee}Oftcii>g. 

CoagTMP fiv Uiia achievctneai, Totod tbo ihaoka of 
tim UniladStotoa to General WAanuiovoa^ to Coiupt 
Rochambeaa, to Count de Graaaay to tbo offioera qf 
the allied army generally, and to the corps of artillery 
and engineem in paiticiilar. They also resolved 
that a marble column should be erected at York- 
town in Virginiai bearing embleme of the alliance be- 
4wa«B tha United Stat^ and his Moat Christi^ 
Majesty, and inscribed with a saceint narrative of the 
aoirender of the Britiah army under the conunand of 
Carl Comwallis. Two stands of eoloors taken irom 
the royal tvoops, wero presented to General Wash- 
IVOTOV, two Held pieces to Count Rochambean ; and 
application was made to the French Court that Count 
de Grasse might be permitted to accept a testimMiial 
of th0 appsobation of Coiigxesa» similar to that which 
Aochambean had reoemd. 

To tile CoHunander in Chiaf the moat afiectioaale 
aodrespaatfiiladdMsaes were presented by tha govern- 
menta ef the states, by the anthoritias of cities, and bgr 
Aa corporations of literary iastitutions. 

Tha decided superiority of tha alliea in naval and 
kuki ftrces, General Washu agrov wished to direct to 
Ike conquest of the British posts at CaBoliaa and Geor- 
gia. He addressed a letter to Connt da Grasse on this 
sokjaat, requesting his cooperation in measures di- 
jmeted to these objects. But the Count declined^ de- 
olaiiag that the service of his King demanded his 
i mme diate return to the West Indies. 

Orders were of course issued for the diq>ositiott of 
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the allied snnieg for the approw^iing wiirter. Biajw 
General St. Clair was detached with two bri|f«4e« to 
Sooth Carolina to reinforce General Green. The 
French fbrcea remained in Virginia. The Eastern 
troops embarked eariy in November for the Head of 
Elk, under the comihand of General Lincoln, who was 
ordered to march them from the place of their landing 
into New-Jersey and New-Tork, and to canton them 
for the winter in those states. Count de Grasse with 
his fleet sailed for the West Indies, and General Wash- 
iireTOir proceeded to Phfladelphia. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Prenftratiom for another Ciunpaign—Sir 6vy Ckrieton anrivM at 
New- York and announoet the vote of Parliament toackoowledfa 
American Indopondonce — Army anxious for their Pay — Anony- 
mom AddroM exciting them to a Revolt — General Washinxton 
convene! and addregses the Officers — ^Their resolutions— ^Ptm- 
liminary Articles of Peace received — Cessation of Hostilities 
proclaimed— General Washington addresses a Circular Letter 
to the Executives of the Several States — Army disbanded— New 
Levies of Pennsylvania revolt — ^The Commanded in Chief enters 
New-Tork— 'Takes leave of hu Officers— Resigns his Commia- 
«ioB to the President of Congress — ^Retires to Mount Veinoa.. 

1. The brilliant issue of the last campaign did 
not relax the vigilance of General Wasbmotoh. He 
deemed k true policy to call forth all the resources of 
the country, that the United States might be jNrepaied 
ibr the conflicts of another year, or, might take a com- 
manding attittt^ in a negotiation for peace. From 
Mount Vernon, on his way to the seat of govorament, 
he wrote Generd Ghreen, '' I ehall attempt to stimulate 
Congress to the best improvement of our late sucoem, 
by taking the most vigorous and efiectual measures to 
be ready for an early and decisive campaign the next 
year. My greatest fear is that, viewing this strdce in 
a point of light which may too much magnify- its im- 
portance, they may think our work too nearly closed, 
and fall into a state of languor and relaxation. To 
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pvevaui thto •nour, I shall employ •very meaiis in my 
power, and, if unliappily we sink into this fatal miftake, 
no part of the blame shall be mine." 

He reached Philadelphia the 27th of November, and 
on the next day had an audience of Congress. The 
President informed him that a committee was appointed 
to arrange the military establishment of the next year, 
and that he was reqaested to remain in Philadelphia 
to assist in this important business. At the consolta- 
taons of this committee, the Secretary of War, the 
Minister of Finance, and the Secretary of Foreign 
Affiiirs assisted. The arrangements were made with 
despatch, and on the 10th of December, Congress 
passed the resolves for the requisitions of men and 
money for the year 1782 upon the several states ; and 
the personal influence of the Commander in Chief was 
OB this occasion used, to persuade the state govern- 
ments seasonably to comply with the resolutions of 
Congress. 

1782. The first intelligence from the British govern- 
ment, after the surrender of Earl Cornwallis, indicated 
a design to continue the American war i but early in 
May, Sir Guy Carlton arrived at New-Tork, to super- 
sede Sir Henry Clinton as Commander in Chief of the 
British army ; and he and Admiral Digby were ap- 
pointed Commissioners to treat with the United* States 
upon terms of peace. He communicated to General 
WASHiiroToir a vote of the British Parliament against 
the prosecution of the American war ; and a bill au- 
thorising the King to conclude a peace or truce with 
the rtvoUed provinees of North America. Sir G uy pro- 
J fe e sed his pacifick disposition, and proposed that hostili- 
ties shoold cease, as these would produce individual 
distress without national advantage. This bill, when 
8ir Guy left Sagland had not passed into a law, and 
therefore was not a proper basis of negotiation ; and 
the Commander in Chief continued his defensive pre- 
parations, 
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In AUfuJtt Sir Gay officiftUy n^bHitidd GkmwHi 
WashingtoVi tlUit negotiationB for a geneiUl peMse 
had commenced at Paris; and that his Britamiick 
Majesty had directed his Minister to propose the In- 
dependence of the United States as a prelixmnary. 

The deficiency of the states in paying* their respee- 
tive requisitions of money into the national treaxMdry 
subjected the Minister of Finance to extreme ^ffictd- 
ty ; but by anticipating the publick revenue, and by 
exerting, to the utmost, his personal influence, he wa» 
enabled barely to support the army. Neither Ofiieere 
nor men received any pay. £i September CongreM 
contemplated the reduction of their military establirti- 
ment. By this measure many of the officers would hn^ 
discharged. In a confidential letter to the Secrev«!ry 
of War,, the Commander in Chief expressed a fiedS 
persuasion, that the gentlemen would gladly i^tire to^ 
private life, could they be reinstated in a situalioft aW 
favourable as that which they quitted for the sidtvioer 
of th6ir country ; but addled he, 

** 1 cannot help fearing the result 6f Ihe mevtHar^ 
When I see such a number of men goaded by a tiioti- 
sand stings of rejection on the past, and of antici^* 
tion on the future, about to be turned into the? World,- 
soured by penury, and what they call the ingratitude 
of the publick ; involved in debts without one farthings 
of money to carry them home, after having sptot tile 
flower of their days, and many of them, their patri- 
monies in establishing the freedom and independemoe' 
of their Country; and having 8ufF4^red eve^ thing' 
whi6h human nature is capable of enduritig on thi» 
side of death. I repeat it, when I reflect on these ir» 
ritable circumstances, unattended by one thing t^ 
sooth their feelings, or brighten the gl6omy proipee^, 
I cannot avoid apprehending that a train of evils will 
follow of a very serious and distressing nature. 

** I wish not to heighten the shades of the pietui% 
so far as the real life would justify me in doing, or ^ 
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would give anecdotes of pfttriotism and diatreM which 
have scarcely ever been paralleled, never sorpasaed in 
.the history of mankind. But you may rely upon it, 
.the patience and long-suffering of this army are almost 
exhausted, and there never was so great a spirit, of 
discontent as at this instant. While in the field, I 
think it may be kept from breaking out into acts of 
outrage; but when we retire into winter quarters^ 
(unless the storm be previously dissipated) I cannot 
be at ease respecting the consequences. It b high 
time for a peace." 

Although the military services of the field did not 
require the presence of the Commander in. Chief, yet 
he was induced on account of the irritable state of the 
army to remain the whole season in camp. 

The disquietude of the army arose more from an ap- 
prehension, that their country would ultimately fiul in 
the compenntion promised them, than from the defi- 
ciency of prompt payment. 

In October 1780, Congress had passed a resolution, 
granting half pay to the officers for life ; but they had 
no funds to pledge for the fulfilment of these engage- 
jofients. Publick opinion seemed to be opposed to the 
measure, and the pointed opposition by a number of 
the members of the National Legislature, rendered it 
doubtful whether a future Congress would feel them* 
selves bound by that resolution. This doubt was 
strengthened by the consideration that, since the pas- 
page of the resolution, the articles of confederation had 
)>een adopted, and by these the concurrence of nine 
^tes, in Congress assembled, is necessary to the ap* 
propriation of publick money. Could absolute confi* 
dence be placed in the honour and faith of the National 
Council, still they must depend on state sovereignties 
for the ways and means to execute their promises. 
The country had been greatly deficient to the army, 
in the time of war, when their services were absolute- 
ly oecessary. Would this country, amidst the security 
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ftnd tranqoillHy of peace, be more jmt ? A« tlie iMr6e- 
pecttv of immediate peace brightened, the attention of 
the officers became the more engaged to secure a eom» 
pensation for those services which were the meaairf to 
establish the independence of their country. In De> 
Member they presented a memorial to Congress, stating 
that many of them had expended their private forttinei^, 
and most of them the prime of Ufe in the service of 
tiieir country, and petitioning that a gross sum mig^t 
be granted them for the money actually due, and as a 
commutation for half pay. They chose a committeO 
of officers to present their petition to Congress, and to 
attend its passage through that honourable body. 

At this period, Congress was much divided in of^i- 
nion upon the most important publick questions. State 
jdttlonsies and interests arose in opposition to the en* 
gagements of the Nation ; and although part of Con- 
gress, respectable for number and weight of eharacteff 
acknowledged the merit of the military, and were in* 
dined to do them justice, yet in Maroh, the 
ItBd. committee at the seat of government wrote the 
officers in camp, that no decisive measures were 
taken upon their petition. At this time, the intelli*^ 
gence arrived that the provisioned articles of peace be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain were signed. 
The army viewed the moment as the crisis of their desti* 
Ay. They recollected their past sacrifices, they (bit 
their present wants, and anticipated future sdfiisringtf. 
Resenting the ingratitude of their country, and appre< 
hending that it wotdd ultimately be unjust, an irrita* 
ble state of mind ensued, which threatened violence^ 
Chat would tarnish the glory of their own services, mid 
eommit the peace of their country. 

On the lOfh of March, an anonymous fSaper Wftft 
circulated, requesting a meeting at eleven o'clock, oil 
the next day, at the public building, of the general and 
field officers, of an officer from each company, and t 

legate fh>m the mttdical staff to « ccmsider their lat^ 
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Mtcit firom fheir rejireteiAfliivet in FUladelplUft, uui 
What meamr«9 (if any) flbouM be tdopted to obtain 
l9mt redrew of grrievances wUch tiiey ■eettied to hav* 
iolicited in vain." 

On the same day, the following publication, artfbl*- 
ty addressed to the paanona of the officera, and admi*- 
rably calculated to stimolate them to adopt the despe* 
rate meaaore it recommended, was circniated through 
the camp. 

<' To the Officers of tkB Arm/. 

" A fellow soldier, whose interest and afiections bind- 
Mm strongly to you, whose past snfierings hare been 
aa great, and whose fatnre fortnne may be as despe- 
rate as yoors — ^woold beg leare to address yott. 

** Age has its claims, and rank b not without its pre- 
tenaioiBf to advise ; but though unsupported by both, 
he flatters himself, that the plain language of since- 
rity and experience wiU neither be imheard nor un- 
regarded. 

« Like msny of you, he loved private fife^ and left 
it with regret. He left it, determined to retire from 
the field, with the ndcessity that called him to it, and 
not until then — ^not nntil the enemies of his country, 
the slaves of power, and the hirelings of injastiee, were* 
compelled to abandon their schemes, and acknowledge 
America, as terrilble in arms, as she had been humble 
in remonstrance. With this object in view, he has 
Tdng shared in your toils and mingled in your dangers. 
He has felt the cold hand at poverty without a mur- 
mur, and has seen the insolence of wedth without a 
sigh — ^but,too much under the direction of his willed, 
and sometimes weak enough to mistake desire fi>r 
opinion, he has until lately, very lately, believed in tfatr 
justice of his country. He hoped that as the doudd 
of adversity scattered, and as die sunshine of peace 
^d better fortune broke in u^on us, the coldness aiidf 
severity of government wotdd relax, and that moref 
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than jiutiee, that grttitade wonld blaie forth npM 
those hands which had upheld her in the darkeat 
stages of her passage, from impending servitude te 
acknowledged independence. But faith has its limits 
as well as temper, and there are points beyond which 
neither can be stretched, without sinking into coward- 
ice, or plunging into credulity — This, my friends, I 
conceive to be your situation — hurried to the yery 
verge of both, another step would ruin you for ever — 
to be tame and unprovoked when injuries press hard 
upon you, is more than weakness ; but to look up ft« 
kinder usage, without one manly effort of your own, 
would fix your character, and show the world how 
richly you deserve those chains you broke. To guard 
against this evil, let us take a review of the ground 
upon which we now stand, and from thence carry oar 
thoughts forward for a moment, into the unexplored 
field of expedient. 

'* After a pursuit of seven long years, the object for 
which we set out is at length brought within our reach 
—yes, my friends, that suffering courage of yours was 
active once — ^it has conducted the United States of 
America through a doubtful and a bloody war. It has 
placed her in the chair of independency, and peace re- 
turns again to bless — whom ? A country willing to 
redress your wrongs, cherish your worth, and reward 
your services.' A country courting your return to 
private life, with tears of gratitude, and smiles of ad- 
miration, longing to divide with you that independen- 
cy which your gallantry has given, and those riches 
which your wounds have preserved ? Is this the case ? 
Or is it rather a country that tramples upon your 
rights, disdains your cries, and insults your distresses ? 
Have you not more than once suggested your wishes, 
and made known your wants to Congress ? Wantf and 
wishes which gratitude and policy should have anti^ 
pated rather than evaded ; and have you not lately ur 
the meek language of entreating memorials, begged 
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firain thei^ joitiee, wlMt 7M1 oould ao tonfsr tzpMt 
fipom liieir fatoor ? How hvre jtm been miwwtted ? 
liet Ae letter winch yoa are called to eoosider to^iiier* 
wefW reply. 

^ If this, then, be your treatment while the ewonNi 
yoa wear are necessary for the defence of Amerieay 
what have you to expect from peace, when your 
ttnce eh«B sink, and your strengrth dissipate by divi- 
sion ? When thoee very swcnrds, the instnuneata and 
eempanions of your glory shall be taken from yoof 
eides, and no remaining, unrk of military distinctioB 
left bnt your wants, infirmities, and scars ? Can yott 
iSmn consent to be the only si^erers by thia rev<dit- 
lion, and retiring from tile field, grow c^din poverty^ 
wretchedness, and contempt? Canyon consent ta 
wade through the vile mire of dependency, and owtf 
I9ie miserable remnant of that life to chanty, which 
has hitherto been spent in honour ? If yon can^^tt 
-^md carry with yon the jest of tories and the soom 
of wfaigs— the ridicule, and what is worse, the pity of 
tkt #orld. Oo, starve, and be fergotten ! But if yoitf 
ipirft should reVoH at this ; if yon have sense enough 
to discover, and spirit enough to oppoee tyranny, un* 
der whatever garb it may assume ; whetiier it be the 
plain coat of republicanism, or the splendid robe of 
tojrahy ; if you have not yet learned to discriminate 
between a people and a cause, between men and prin- 
eiples-Hiwake ; attend to your situation, and rtdnm 
yoTurselves. If the present moment be lost, every fu- 
ftire effort is in vain ; and your threats then, will be as 
empty as your entreaties now. 

<* I would advise you, therefore , to come to some 
final opinion upon what you canbear, and what you will 
Bolbr. If your determination be in any proportion to 
your wrongs, c&rry your appeal firom the justice to the 
feAiv of government. Change the railk and water style 
of your last memorial ; assume a bolder tone — decent, 
but liVBly,spirlted, and determined, and suspect the man 
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who woQld adviie to more moderitioa and longer 
forboaranoe. Let two or three men who can feel ■• 
well as writOi be appointed to draw up your laH r«- 
monstrance ; for -I would no longer glye it the sueingi 
•oft, unsucceMful epithet of memorial* Let it be re- 
preiented in language that will neither dishonour yo« 
by its rudeness, nor betray you by its fears, what ba» 
been promised by Congress, and what has been per- 
formed — ^how long, and how patiently you have sttfi^« 
edr— how little you have asked, and how much of that 
Mttle has been denied. Tell them that thoogh you 
were the first, and would wish to be the last to en* 
counter danger, though despair itself can never drive 
you into dishonour, it may drive you from the field ; 
that the wound often irritated, and never healed, may 
at length become incurable ; and that the slightest mark 
of indignity from Congress now must operate like the 
grave, and part you for ever : that in any political 
event, the army has its alternative* If peace, that no- 
thing shall separate you from your arms but death : if 
war, that courting the auspices, and inviting the di- 
rection of your illustrious leader, you will retire tp 
some unsettled country, smile in your turn, and mock 
when their fear cometh on. But let it represent alsoi 
that should they comply with the request of your late 
memorial, it would make you more happy, and them 
more respectable. That while war should continue, 
you would follow their standard into the field, and 
when it came to an end you would withdraw into the 
shade of private life, and give the world another sub- 
ject of wonder and applause ; an army victorious over 
its enemies — ^victorious over itself." 

The reluctance which Congress manifested to com- 
pensate the army for seven years* glorious service, ex- 
cited a temper too fiivourable to the purposes of the 
writer of this intemperate address. Probably the in- 
fluence of General Washington alone could have ar- 
rested the rising tempest ; and his firmness and pru* 
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denoe were equal to the occaeioii. Silence » lum 
wouM hare encoora^ed the desperate to the proaeen* 
lion of the meet raah deaigrn ; and atrong and Tioleiit 
measares would hare enkindled the smothered spark 
hrto a deetractive flame. Noticing in general ordera 
the anonjrmona pnblieation,he expressed his confidence 
that the judgment and patriotiam of the army would for* 
bid their ^ attention to such an irregular inntation, 
hat his own duty/* he added, " as well as the reputa- 
tkm and the true interest of the armyrequired his diiK 
^probati<m of such disorderly proceedings. At the 
same time, he requested the general and Held officers, 
with one <^loer from each company, and a proper re* 
preaentation from the staff of the army, to assemble at 
twelve on Saturday the Idth, at the new building, to 
hear the report of the committee deputed by the army 
to Congress. After mature deliberation, they will de- 
vise what further measures ought to be adopted as 
most rational and best calculated to obtain the just and 
important object in view." The senior officer in rank 
was directed to preside, and to report the result of their 
deliberations to the Commander in Chief. 

The next day a second anonymous address was pub- 
lished. The writer affected to consider the orders of 
the General as countenancing the convention, recom- 
' mended in the first publication. 

On the 15th the officers met agreeably to orders, 
and General Gates took the chair. The Commander 
in Chief then addressed them. 

** GsNTLBlfXN, 

** By an anonymous summons an attempt has been 
made to convene yon together. How inconsistent 
with the rules of propriety, how unmilitary, and how 
subversive of all order and discipline, let the good sense 
of the army decide. 

'< In the moment of this summons, another anony- 
mous production was sent into circulation, addressed 
more to the feelings anil passions than to the judg- 
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ther iHeraatiTe, impracticable in their nature? But 
here, gentlemen, I will drop the curtain, becanae it 
would be as imprudent in me to assign my reasona 
for this opinion, as it would be insulting to your con- 
ception tasuppose you stood in need of them. A mo- 
ment's reflection will conyince every dispassioDate 
mind of the physical impossibility of carrying either 
proposal into execution. There might, gentlemen, be 
an impropriety in my taking notice, in this address to 
you, of an anonymous production ; — but the maimer in 
which that performance has been introduced to the ar- 
my ; the efl^ct it was intended to have, together with 
some other circumstances, will amply justify my obser- 
yation on the tendency of that writing. 

''With respect to the advice given by the author, to 
suspect the man who shall recommend moderate mea- 
sures and longer forbearance, I spurn it, as every man 
who regards ^at liberty and reveres that justice for 
whieh we contend, undoubtedly must ; for, if men are 
to be precluded from offering their sentiments on a 
matter which may involve the most serious and alarm- 
ing consequences that can invite the consideration of 
mankind, reason is of no use to us. The freedom of 
speech may be taken away, and dumb and silent we 
may be led, like sheep to the slaughter. I cannot in 
justice to my own belief, and what I have great rea- 
son to conceive is the intention of Congress, conclude 
this address, without giving it as my decided opinion, < 
that that honourable body entertain exalted sentiments 
of the services of the army, and froi^ a full conviction 
of its merits and sufierings, will do it cCntoplete jus- 
tice. That their endeavours to discover and establish 
funds for this purpose have been unwearied, and will 
not cease until they have succeeded, I have not a doubt. 

'' But like all other large bodies, where there is a va-> 
riety of different interests to reconcile, their determi- 
nations are slow. Why then should we distrust them ? 
And in consequence of that distrust, adopt measures 
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which may cait a shade over that glory which haa been 
BO justly acquired, and tarnish the reputation of an 
army which is celebrated through aU Europe lor its 
fortitude and patriotism ? And for what is this done ? 
To bring the object we seek nearer ? No ', most cer- 
tainly, in my opinion, it will cast it at a gi^ater dis- 
tance. For myself, (and I take no merit in giving the 
assurance, being induced to it from principles of gra- 
titude, veracity, and justice, and a grateful sense of the 
confidence you have ever placed in me) a recollection 
of the cheerful assistance and prompt obedience I have 
experienced from you, under every vicissitude of for- 
tune, and the sincere affection I feel for an army I 
have so long had the honour to command, will oblige 
me to declare in this publick and solemn manner, that 
in the attainment of complete justice for all your toils 
and dangers, and in the gratification of every wudi, so 
fiur as may be done consistently with the great duty I 
owe my country, and those powers we are bound to re- 
spect, you may freely command my services to the 
vtmost extent of my abilities. 

'' While I give yon these assuranees, and pledge 
myself in the most unequivocal manner, to exert what- 
ever abilities I am possessed of in your favour, let me 
entreat you, gentlemen, on your part, not to take any 
measures, which viewed in the calm light of reason, 
-will lessen the dignity, and sully the glory you have 
hitherto maintained : — ^let me request you to rely on 
the plighted faith of your country, and place a full 
€30nfidence in the purity of the intentions of Congress ; 
that previous to your dissolution as an army, they will 
cause all your accounts to be fiuily liquidated, as di« 
rected in the resolutions which were published to you 
two days ago ; and that they will adopt the most ef- 
fectual measures in their power to render ample justice 
to you for your faithful and meritorious services. And 
let me conjure you, in the name of our common coun- 
try, as you value your own sacred honour : as you 
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i^Ui^Mt the right* of faamaiuty ; and as yon regu d the 
iMlitary and national character of America ; to expreae 
yonr vtntoet horronr and deteatation of the man who 
wiahea, under any specioua pretences, to overtom the 
lihertiea of our country ; and who wickedly attempts 
to open the floodgates of civil discord, and deluge our 
rising empire in hlood. 

" By thus determining, and thus acting, you will 
pursue the plain and direct road to the attunment of 
your wishes ; you will defeat the insidious designs ef 
oar enemies, who are compelled to resort from open 
fytoe to secret artifice. You wiU give .one more dis- 
tinguished proof of unexampled patriotism and patient 
tirtue, rising soperiour to the pressure of the most com* 
plicated snfierings ; and you will by the dignity of 
your conduct afford occasion for posterity to say, when 
speaking of the glorious example you lave exhibited 
to mankind — had this day been wanting, the world 
had never seen the last stage of perfection to whioh 
human nature is capable of attaining." 

In the judgment, honour, and friendship of their 6» 
Aeral, the officers placed unbounded confidence ; and 
his reooikimendattons carried irresistible weight. The 
taoBt desperate had not the hardihood to oppose his ad- 
vice. General Knox moved, and Brigadier General 
Putnam seconded a resolution, " assuring him that the 
officers reciprocated his affisctionate expressions with 
the greatest sincerity of which the human heart is 
capable," which passed unanimously. On motion of 
€kneral Putnam a committee was Uien chosen, con- 
sisting of General Knox, Colonel Brooks, and Captain 
Heywood, to prepare resolutions on the business be^e 
them. They reported the following resolutions^ which 
on mature deliberation passed unanimously, 

" Resolved unanimously, that at the commencement 
of the present war, the officers of the American army 
engaged in the service of their country from the pur- 
est love and attachment to the rights and liberties of 
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hunian natnre ; which motives still exist in the high- 
est degree ; and that no circumstances of distress or 
danger shall induce a conduct that may tend to sally 
the reputation and glory which they have acquired, 
at the price of their blood and eight years faithful ser- 
vices. 

** Resolved unanimously, that the army continue to 
have an unshaken confidence in the justice of Con- 
gress and their country, and are fully convinced that 
the Representatives of America will not disband or 
disperse the army until their accounts are liquidated, 
the balances accurately ascertained, and adequate 
funds established for payment ; and in this arrange- 
ment, the officers expect that the half pay, or a com- 
mutation for it, should be efficaciously comprehended. 

*' Resolved unanimously, that his Excellency the 
Commander in Chief be requested to write to his Ex- 
cellency the President of Congress, earnestly entreat- 
ing the most speedy decision of that honourable body 
upon the subject of our late address, which was for- 
warded by a Committee of the army, some of whom 
are waiting upon Congress for the result. In the al- 
ternative of peace or war, this event would be highly 
satisfactory, and would produce immediate tranquillity 
in the minds of the army, and prevent any further 
machinations of designing men, to sow discord between 
the civil and military powers of the United States. 

*< On motion, resolved unanimously, that the officers 
of the American army view with abhorrence and to- 
ject with disdain, the infamous propositions contained 
in a late anonymous address to the officers of the army, 
and resent with indignation the secret attempts of some 
unknown persons to collect the officers together, in a 
manner totally subversive of all discipline and good 
order. 

'' Resolved unanimously, that the thanks of the offi- 
cers of the army be given to. the Committee who pre- 
sented to Congress the late address of the army, fox 

4* 
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the wisdom and prudence with which they have con* 
dacted that business ', and that a copy of the proceed- 
ings of this day, be transmitted by the President to 
Major General M'Dougal ; and that he be requested 
to continue his solicitations at Congress, until the ob- 
jects of his mission are accomplished." 

Machinations which threatened the army with disr 
grace, and the country with ruin, being thus happily 
suppressed, General Washington without delay exe- 
cuted his promise to the officers ', and in a letter to 
Congress with feeling and force supported their claims 
upon their country. 

Soon after these proceedings, nine states concurred 
in a resolution, commuting the half pay into a sum 
equal to five years' whole pay. Still Congress depend- 
ed on the states to furnish the funds to enable them to 
fulfil this engagement. 

In April the ratification of the preliminary articles 
of peace between France and Great Britain was receiv- 
ed, and on the l^th of that month, a cessation of hos- 
tilities was proclaimed in the American camp. 

In June General Washington addressed a circular 
letter on the important interests of the Union, to the 
Governors of the several states. — It began. 
Sir, 

" The great object for which I had the honour to 
hold an appointment in the service of my country, be- 
ing accomplished, I am now preparing to resign it into 
the hands of Congress, and return to that domestick 
retirement, which it is well known, I left with the 
greatest reluctance ;* a retirement for which I have 
never ceased to sigh through a long and painful ab- 
sence, in which (remote from the noise and trouble of 
the world) I meditate to pass the remainder of life iri 
a state of undisturbed repose ; but, before I carry this 
resolution into effect, I think it a duty incumbent on 
me to make this my last official communication, to 
congratulate you on the glorious events which Heaveii 
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has been pleased to produce in our favour ; to offer my 
sentiments respecting some important subjects which 
appear to me to.be intimately connected with the tran- 
quillity of the United States ; to ia^e my leave of 
your Excellency as a publick character, and to give my 
final blessing to that country in whose service I have 
spent the prime of my life ; for whose sake I have 
consumed so many anxious days and watchful nights ; 
and whose happiness being extremely dear to me, 
will always constitute no inconsiderable part of my 
own. 

'' Impressed with the liveliest sensibility on this 
pleasing occasion, I will claim the indulgence of de- 
tailing the more copiously on the subject of our mutual 
felicitation. When we consider the magnitude of the 
prize we contended for, the doubtful nature of the con- 
test, and the favourable manner in which it has termi- 
nated, we shall find the greatest possible reason for 
gratitude and rejoicing : this is a theme that will afford 
infinite delight to every benevolent and liberal mind, 
whether the event in contemplation be Considered as a 
source of present enjoyment, or the parent of future 
happiness ; and we shall have equal occasion to felici- 
tate ourselves on the lot which Providence has assign- 
ed us, whether we view it in a natural, political, or 
a moral point of view. 

'< The citizens of America, placed in the most envi- 
able condition, sjb the sole lords and proprietors of a 
vast tract of continent, comprehending all the various 
soils and climates of the world, and abounding with 
all the necessaries and conveniences of life, are now, 
by the late satisfactory pacification, acknowledged to 
be possessed of absolute fireedom and independency ; 
they are from this period to be considered as the actors 
on a most conspicuous theatre, which seems to be pecu- 
liarly designed by Providence for the display of human 
greatness and felicity : here they are not only sur- 
rounded with every thing that can contribute to the 
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completion of private and domestick enjo3rmeDt, but 
Heaven has crowned all its other blessings, by ^yin^ a 
sorer opportunity for political happiness than any other 
nation has ever been favoured with. Nothing can illus- 
trate these observations more forcibly than the recol- 
lection of the happy conjuncture of times and circum- 
stances, under wMch our republick assumed its rank 
among the nations. 

" The foundation of our empire was not laid in a 
gloomy age of ignorance and superstition, but at an 
epocha when the rights of mankind were better under- 
stood and more clearly defined, than at any former 
period: researches of the human mind after social 
happiness have been carried to a great extent : the 
treasures of knowledge acquired by the labours of phi- 
losophers, sages, and legislators, through a long suc- 
cession of years, are laid open for use, and their 
collected wisdom may be happily applied in the es- 
tablishment of our forms of government : the free cul- 
tivation of letters, the unbounded extension of com- 
merce, the progressive refinement of manners, the 
growing liberality of sentiment, and, above all, the pore 
and benign light of revelation, have had a meliorating 
influence on mankind, and increased the blessings of 
society. At this auspicious period the United States 
came into existence as a nation, and if their citizens 
should not be completely free and happy, the fault will 
be entirely their own. , 

" Such is our situation, and such are our prospects ; 
but notwithstanding the cup of blessing is thus reach- 
ed' out to us, notwithstanding happiness is ours, if we 
have a disposition to seize the occasion, and make it 
our own ', yet it appears to me, there is an option still 
lefl to the United States of America, whether they 
will be respectable and prosperous, or contemptible 
and miserable as a nation. This is the time of their 
political probation ; this is the moment, when the eyes 
of the whole world are turned upon them ; this is ths 
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time to establish or ruin their national character for 
ever ; this is the fayourable moment to give such a 
tone to the Federal Government, as will enable it to 
answer the ends of its institution ; or this may be the 
ill-&ted moment for relaxing the powers of the Union, 
annihilating the cement of the confederation, and ex- 
posing us to become the sport of European politics, 
which may play one state against another, to prevent 
their growing importance, and to serve their own in> 
terested purposes. For, according to the system of 
policy the states shall adopt at this moment, they will 
stand or &11 ; and, by their confirmation or lapse, it is 
yet to be decided, whether the revolution must ulti- 
mately be considered as a blessing or a curse ; a bless- 
ing or a curse, not to the present age alone, for with 
our fate will the destiny of unborn millions be involved. 

" With this conviction of the importance of the 
present crisis, silence in me would be a crime. I wiO 
therefore speak to your Excellency in the language of 
freedom and sincerity, without disguise. I am aware, 
however, those who differ from! me in political senti- 
ments, may perhaps remark, I am stepping out of the 
proper line of my duty ; and they may possibly ascribe 
to arrogance or ostentation, what I luiow is alone the 
result of the purest intention ; but the rectitude of my 
own heart, which disdains such unworthy motives, the 
part I have hitherto acted in life, the determination I 
have formed of not taking any share in publick busi- 
ness hereafter, the ardent desire I feel and shall con- 
tinue to manifest, of quietly enjoying in private life, 
after all the toils of war, the benefits of a wise and libe- 
ral government, will, I flatter myself, sooner or later, 
convince ray countrymen that I could have no sinister 
views in delivering with so little reserve, the opinions 
contained in this address. 

<< There are four things which I humbly conceive 
are essential to the well being, I may even venture to 



46 LIFE OF WA§tlINGTON. [1783. 

■ay, to the existence of the United Statef, as en inde- 
pendent power. 

" let. ' An indissoluble union of the states under one 
federal head. 

** 2d\y. A sacred regard to publick justice. 

** 3dly. The adoption of a proper peace establish- 
ment. And, 

" 4thly. The prevalence of that pacifick and friend- 
ly disposition among the people of the United Sta.te8y 
which will induce them to forget their local prejudices 
and policies, to make those mutual concessions which 
are requisite to the general prosperity, and, in some 
instances, to sacrifice their individual advantages to 
the interest of the community. 

" These are the pillars on which the glorious &- 
brick of our independency and national character 
must be supported. Liberty is the basis, and whoever 
would dare to sap the foundation, or overturn ^o 
etructure, under whatever specious pretext he may at- 
tempt it, will merit the bitterest execration and the 
severest punishment which can be inflicted by his in- 
jured country." 

Having dilated on these subjects, the letter was 
thus concluded : 

*^ I have thus freely disclosed what I wished to 
make known before I surrendered up my publick trust 
to those who committed it to me : the task is now 
accomplished. I now bid adieu to your Excellency, as 
the Chief Magistrate of your state ; at the same time 
I bid a last farewell to the cares of office, and all the 
employments of publick life. 

<< It remains, Uien, to be my final and only request, 
that your Excellency will communicate these senti- 
ments to your Legislature, at their next meeting ; 
and that they may be considered as the Legacy of one 
who has ardently wished, oH all occasions, to be useful 
to his country, and who even in the shade of retire* 
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ament, will not &U to implore the diTine benediction 
upon it. 

** 1 now malEo it my earnest prmyer, that God wonld 
liaye you, and the state over which yon preside, in his 
lioly prptection ; that he wonld inclhae the hearts of 
the citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination and 
obedience to govemment ; to entertain a brotherly af- 
fection and love for one another, for their fellow citi- 
zens G^f the United States at large ; and particularly 
fer their brethren who have serred in the field ; and 
finally, that he would most graciously be pleased to 
dispose us all to do justice, to lore mercy, and to de- 
mean ourselves with that charity, humility, and paci- 
fick temper of mind, which were the chanusteristicks 
of the divine Author of our blessed religion; without 
ft humble imitation of whose example, in these things, 
we can never hope to be a happy nation." 

From this time the disbanding the army engrossed 
the attention of Congress and of the Commander in 
Chief. No funds were established to discharge the 
five yeaxs commutation. Large arrearages of pay 
were due to officers and privates, and it was not in the 
power of government to advance them money even to 
defray the expenses of the journey to their homes. 
To disband the army in a body under these circum- 
stances, was deemed a measure of too great haxard. 
Congress therefore directed the General not to give 
discharges to the troops which were enlisted for the 
war, until the definite articles of peace should be sign- 
ed ; but to grant furloughs to all non-commisioned of- 
ficers and soldiers of this description, who desired them ; 
and they were not ordered to rejoin their regfiments. 

Alarmed at this measure, the Generals, axul officers 
commanding regiments and corps on the Hudson, pre- 
sented an affectionate and respectful address to the 
Commander in Chief, in which they expressed a duti- 
fiil attachment to the government, but mentioned that 
after the late resolution of Congress, they '•' confident- 
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ly ezpocM tbat their aeoounts wonld he Uqnidaited^ 
the balances aBcertainedi and adequate funds for the 
payment of those balances provided, before they shoqald 
be dispersed or disbanded." On the succeeding d&79 in 
answer to their address, he observed, " that as no man 
eould possibly be better acquainted than himself, with 
the paat merits and services of the army, so no one 
eould possibly be more strongly impressed with their 
present ineligible situation ; feel a keener sensibiMty at 
their distrAsses ; or more ardently desire to alleviate 
or remove them." He. subjoined. 

^ Although the officers of the army very well know 
my official situation, that I am only a servant of the 
publick, and that it is not with me to dispense with 
orders which it is my duty to carry into execution, yet 
^» furloughs in all services are conndered as a matter 
of indulgence, and not of compulsion ; as Congress, I 
am persuaded, entertained the best disposition towards 
the army ; and, as I .apprehend, in a very short time 
the two ]»incipal asticles of complaint will be removed \ 
until the further pleasure of Congress can be known, 
I shall not hesitate to comply with the wishes of the 
axmy, under these reservations only, that officers suf* 
ficient to conduct the men who choose to receive fur** 
loughs, will attend them, either on furlough, or by der 
tachment." 

This answer proved satis&etcNry ; good humour pre* 
vailed through the camp, furloughs were generally 
taken ; and in the course of the summer, the greater 
part of the soldiMs returned quietly home. 

In Oetdber, Congress issued a proclamatiott, de* 
Glaring aU those soldieTS, niHIm had engaged &r the war, 
discharged on the 3d of December. 

While the veteran troops, who had borne the heat 
and burden of the war, left the service unpaid, and 
peaceably returned to the business of private life ; 
about eighty new levies, stationed at Lancaster in Fenn* 
sylvania, revolted from their officers, and in a body 
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marched to Pbiladelphia. Being t^«re joined ]|y tiro 
Imndred of theur compiuuoiui in arms wbo were qiuur- 
tiired in the hurraoki, they surrounded* with fixed bay« 
(inete, the State Hou«e, in which Congreis and the £x* 
acutiye Council of Pennsylvania were sittingi and seat 
in a written nessage threatening the Council with the 
last OHtra^e, if their denyinds were not, in twenty nu<r 
uutps, granted. The members of Congress were not 
in^mediately meni^ced, but they were, f9r several honn^ 
indolently blocked up in their hall. 

As soon as Generid WASHiveTON received intelli- 
gence of the mutiiiy, he detached Qeneral Howe with 
iifteen hundred men to suppress it; but before he 
reached Philadelphia, the diataibaace waa without 
faj^oodshed ^etod. la a letter to C<MDgress, GenenJ 
Washingtov thus expressed hia indignation at thia 
outrage of the military. 

'< While I Buffer the most poignant distress in observ* 
ing t|iat a handful of men, contomptihle in uumhersy 
and e<ma]Jy so in point of servieo, (if the vetoran troopa 
from ^ s^iithward hi^vo not been seduced by their 
example) aud who are not worthy to be called soldiers, 
should d^sgicace themselves and thahr country, as the 
Pennsylvania mutineers have done, by insulting the 
Sfivereign authority of the United states, and that of 
tJ^elr own, I feel an inexpiessible satisfaction, that even 
j^his behavioiv' cannot rteii^ the name pf thn A ip eticaii 
a9)dj^ry. It cannot be imputaMc to, or reflect disho- 
Bpi^ on the army at. IsJ^) but on the contrary it wtU 
Iff ihe striking contrast it. exhibits^ htpld up to pubUck 
view t^e other troq^s in the jjotif^ advantageous point 
4>f Ught. Upi^ ta]pAg eU the circun^tances into con- 
■idoration, 1 canpot sjojO^oie^tly e^^ess my surprise 
aad ind^notipa at the arrogance, the folly, and the 
wickedness of the mjitiii^ers ;. xm^ can I sufficiently 
admire the fidelMy, the bravery, and patriotism which 
mfiBt iffui ever sigiialiae. the onsnllied character of the 
other corps of our army. For- when we consider that 

Vot. II. 5 
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theie PMinsjrhraiiia le^ini, who have now matinied; 
nn recruiUy and aoldien of a day, who haye not borne 
the heat and burden of the war, and who can havot in 
reality, rery few hardships to complain of; and when 
we at the same time recollect that those soldiers, who 
have lately been forlooghed from this army, are the 
veterans who have patiently endured hnnger, naked- 
ness, and cold ; who have suffered and bled without a 
murmur, and who with perfect good order, have re- 
tired to their homes, without a settlement of their ac- 
counts, or a farthing of money in their pockets ; we 
shall be as much astonished at the virtues of the latter, 
as we are struck with horrour and detestation at the 
proceedings of the former ; and every candid mind, 
without indulging ill grounded prejudices, will ua- 
doubtedly make the proper discrimination." 

On the 25th of November, the British troops evacu- 
ated New-York. General Washinotoh, accompanied 
by Govemour Clinton, by a number of other civil and 
military officers, and by many respectable citizens, 
make his publick entry on horseback into the city. 
' His military course being honourably and success- 
fully terminated, the painful task remained to bid adieu 
to the companions of his toils and dangers. The clos- 
ing interview took place on the 4th of December. At 
noon the principal officers of -the army assembled at 
Francis's tavern, and their General soon entered the 
room. His emotions were too great for concealment. 
-Filling a glass of wine he turned to them and said, 
" With a heart full of love and gratitude, I now take 
leave of you; I most devoutly wish that your latter 
days may be as prosperous and happy, as your former 
ones have been glorious and honourable." He drank 
the wine, and proceeded. '' I cannot come to each of 
you to take my leave, but shall be obliged to you, if 
each of you will come and take me by the hand.*' 
General Knox being the nearest, turned to him. In- 
capable of utterance, General Washinc^ton grasped 
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Ills hand and embraeed him. In the mbm alfeetinf 
manner, he -took leare of each sQeceediag c^teer. 
From every eye dropped the tear of MDaibility, and not 
a single word intermpted the tendemeis of the acene. 
He immediately left the room, and paaaed through a 
corps of light infantry, on his way to White Hall, 
where a harge waited to convey him to Powles' Hook. 
The whole company followed with feelings which 
words cannot express. Having entered the barge, he 
turned, and waving his hat, bade them a silent adien. 

Congress was then in session at Annapolis. To 
this honourable body, the General immediately Re- 
paired to resign his military command.* 

* On his way to Annapolis, he stopped at Philadelphia to 
settle his accounts ; of which transaction Dr. Gordon makes 
the following statement. 

*^ While in the city, be delivered in his accounts to the 
Comptroller, downto December 13th, aUmhiM anonhcmd-wrU- 
ing, and every entry made in the most particular manner, stat- 
ing the occasion <^ each charge, so as to give the least trou- 
ble in examining and comparing them with the vouchers, 
with which they were attended. 

T^hazdi are as fcUlowSf copied fivm the /4diomamtscript pa' 
per book in the JUe of the treasury office. No. 3700, being a 
black box of tin, containing, under lock amdkey, baOi fftctf 
and the vouchers. 

Total of Expenditures fiom 1775 to 1783, ex- 
clusive of Provbions from Commissaries and 
Contractors, aad of liquors, Slc. from them 

and others, £3367 14 4 

* Secret intelligence and service, 1982 10 

Spent in reconnoitring and travelling, .... 1874 8 8 

Miscellaneous chaiges, 2952 10 1 

Expended besides, dollars according to the scale 
of depredation, 6114 14 



£16,311 17 1 



*^ Two hundred gaineas advanced to General BTDougal are not 
inclttded in the £1963 10, not being yet settled, but included in 
Mone of the other charges, and 00 reckoned in the general eam." 
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«i CngMM «f hif dtMkn to remgn into tiMMr hiniAi tlno 
Mtamitidim wMl which tii«j htd HiYCit«d him w Cosk- 
iMiitf^f in Chtof ef the Amerieia armies ; end he «ik- 
M m whet form he ehoaU preenit his iesi(puttiei^ 
CeiigrftM resoliwd thet it shooM be at a publick mm^« 
enee on the Boeoeeding Tuesday. When the ■ioneo4 
ef tUli iHtereetin^ ttansaotion arrived, the gallery wim 
Crowded with epectattirt ; and many of the eiYil offi- 
ek/n ti€ the state end of the ptiftoip^ officers of tfae 

Note, 104,364 of the dollars were received after March, 
itSO, and although credited forty for one, many did not l^lcb 
at the rate of a hundred for one, while 27,775 of th^m are r^ 
Inmed without dedm^ting any thing from the above aceount 
f and, therefore, acmally made a present of to the pobtiek.^ 
(General Washington's account) from June, 

lt75, to the end of June, 1783, .... £16,311 17 1 
Expenditure from July 1, 1783, to December 

13, 171T 5 4 

f Added afierwards) from thence to December 

28, 213 8 4 

Mrs. Washington's travelling expenses !n com- 

ing to the General and returning, 1064 Id 

£19,308 11 9 
Lawful money of Virginia, the same as the 
Massachusetts, or £14,479 18 9|, sterling. 

*' The General entered in his book—'' I find, upon the linal 
a^ostment of these accounts, that I am a considerable loser 
—my disbursements falling a good deal short of my receipts, 
and the money I had upon hand of my own : for besides the 
sums I carried with me to Cambridge, m 1775 I received 
monies afterwards on private account in 1777, and since which 
(eJre^t small sums that I had occasion to apply to private 
uses) were all expended in the publick service ; through hur- 
ry I suppose, and the perplexity of business (for I know not 
how else to account for the deficiency) I have omitted to 
charge the same, whilst every debit against me is here credit- 
ed. Jtt/v 1,1783." 
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mnay, tfa* Freii6h Cbnmil Geiieril,«]idaltff«b«^of 
r«0peetabl« citkent were admitted to the floor of tlie 
Hall. The members of ConirreM, repreeentiiig the 
eorereifntj of the mitkm, were seated and coTored. 
At twelve o*cloek, General Washinotqit was Intro* 
dneed and condaeted to a chair. After a short inter* 
▼a! the Seerettry coomianded silence. The President 
then infbrmed the general, '< that the United States in 
Congress asBembled, were prepared to receive his com- 
munications." With dignity of manner snited to tiie 
occasion, he aroie and addressed them *. 
" Mr. PiuksiDiirr, 

*^ The great events, on which my resignation depend- 
ed, having at length taken place, I have now the ho- 
nour of ofl^ring my sincere congratnlations to Con- 
gress, and of presenting myself before them to surren- 
der into their hands the trust committed to me, and 
to claim the indulgence of retiring from the service of 
my country. 

" Happy in the confirmation of our independence 
and sovereignty, and pleased with the opportunity af- 
forded the United States of becoming a respectable 
nation, I resign, with satisfaction, the appointment I 
accepted with diffidence ; a diffidence in my abilities 
to accomplish so arduous a task, which, however, was 
superseded by a confidence in the rectitude of our 
cause, the support of the supreme power of the Union, 
and the patronage of Heaven. 

*' The successful termination of the war has verified 
the most sanguine expectations ; and my gratitude for 
the interposition of Providence, and the assistance I 
have received from my countrymen, increases with 
every review of the momentous contest. 

*' While I repeat my obligations to the army in ge- 
neral, I should do injustice to my own feelings not to 
acknowledge, in this place, the peculiar services and 
distinguished merits of the gentlemen who have been 
attached to my person during the war. It was impos- 
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Anttj tlMvld liaT« teen bmnto ArtuiMto. P^miit ■»» 
■ifr, to fee«aiiMmi IB pwtioukr, thoie who htre e«it- 
luraod in the Mr?ioe to the fma&at ttoment, a» wotlky 
of tho fiiTOttrftble notice and patronai^o of CongrMi. 

*^ I coniidor it ts an mdiipenMhle diitjr to eloM tUs 
Itit lolenui act of my ofllcial life, by commmiding tlM 
ittteretti of our doarett country to the proteokien ef 
Alaufhty God| and those who have the euperiottti^ 
(denoe of thena to hie holy fceepini^. 

" Having now finished the work aaaigned me, I re« 
tire firom the great theatre of action, and bidding an 
affectionate fkrewell to this august body, under whose 
orders I have so long acted, I here offer my commis- 
sion, and take my leave of all the employments of 
publick life. ' 

Having advanced to the chair and delivered the 
President his Commission, he received from him the 
following reply : 
« Sib, 

<'The United States in Congress assembled, re- 
ceive, with emotions too affecting for utterance, the 
solemn resignation of die authorities under which you 
have led their troops with success, through a perilooe 
and a doubtful war. 

" Called upon by your country to defend its invaded 
rights, you accepted the sacred charge, before it had 
formed alliances, and whilst it was without funds or a 
government to support you. 

*^ Tou have conducted the great military contest 
with wisdom and fortitude, invariably regarding the 
rights of the civil power, through all disasters and 
changes. Tou have by the love and confidence of 
your fellow citizens, enabled them to display their 
martial genius, and transmit their fame to posterity. 
Tou have persevered, till these United States, aided by 
a magnanimous king and nation, have been enabled 
under a just Providence, to close the war in freedom, 



1«B3.] LirS or WAmiNGTOil. fi6 

Mfiit^y aoS indbfinidinM } 4ii wlusli )ui|i|^y •rlrat^ #to 
fliiic«reLy jam jou in cOBfnlolaAioiii. 

'' Hsriog dflfeiMM the ittiidud of Ub^ in Aib 
tew world 'y iwving tonglit a Immb tuefid to thoK 
wlw inflkft, and to theme who IboI efpnemon, yon tv- 
tiro Irota the grwit theatro of aetlon, with the blew- 
ht^ of your Allow tsitisens ; but tlie glory of your 
viitttoi w^ nut tfivihiMte with your maitury eonc- 
ttMAd ) it will eonthme to animtto romoteflt agM. 

** We feel, wRh yon, our oUigationt to the anny m 
genera], and will particulary charge oiindvi* Willi the 
Interests of those confidential officers, who have at- 
tended your person to tins afbcting moment. 

" We join yon in commending the interests of our 
dearest country to the protection of Almighty God, be- 
seeching him to dispose the hearts and minds of its 
citizens, to improve the c^portunlty allbrded thelh of 
becoming a happy and respectable nation. And tor 
you, we address to him our earnest prayers, th&t a fife 
80 beloved, may be fostered with all his care ; that 
your days may be as happy as they have been illustri- 
ous; and that he will finally give you that. reward 
l^hich this world cannot give." 

The General immediately retired from the hall of 
Congress. The mindli of the qieetktors were deoply 
impressed b;^ the scene. The reeoileetion of the cir- 
eumstanees of the eoHntlry at tiie time the conmiiSMm 
was aceepted, the events that had since taken place, 
and the glorious issue of the confliet eenspired te fiva 
the scene the most lively interest. 

His country being exalted to the dignity of a sove- 
reign and independent nation, General WisHisrovoir 
with gr^at satiiilaetion resighed the arduous duties and 
liigfa Tesponslbtlity of his military command. He re- 
paired to Mount Vernon, m the delightfiil prospect of 
tpbnding the restdnb of his days in 1^ bdiwin ^ do- 
mestibk lift. f 

With an hwnaeulate charibter h» had pa«M 
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tiuroiigii ftll'tiie eomplieatod tnaumelkatm of a revohi- 
tioiiary war ; tad bad eitablialied an ioinortal Tepota- 
tiaft as a aoMier and a pi^ol, IhrovflMmt the eirilised 
world. To his retiremant ha carriad the fMrofeund 
vtnentum and mesilivaly aifiBctiott of his fratafid c<nm- 
trymra. In the estimiition of his fiaaods, the meaaon 
of his hanour was foU. The extent of thatr wishes 
was, thst BO nnpropitioas event might take place to 
tarnish the lastre of his reputation ; but that in peace 
he might desoend to the grave, with his laorel crown 
OB&ded on Jus head. 



CHAPTER X. 

StMral WMliiBgtoainl«UieiDMit--Hia Pnmiits— Votai ^f Con- 

rnm and of the Legialature of Virginia respecting him — His 
vtaiton and Correspondents— His Plans to improve the Navi- 
ntioB of the Potomack and James' KiTora— Decluws tlM grant of 
Virginia— His Advice to the Cincinnati— State of Publick Affinirs 
—National Convention— General Washington its President — 
Federal Constitution {ecommended and adopted— General Wash- 
ington requested to consent to administer the Government — ^He 
is chosen President of the United Butes— Sets oat for the Seat 
of Govemmeat— Attention shown him on has Journey— His Ae- 
ception at New- York. 

1784. PxAcs being restored to his country upon 
the broad bsais of Independence, General WASHnroToir 
with Bopreme delight retired to the poranits of private 
liia. In a letter to Ck>vemoar Clinton, written three 
days sAer his arrival at Mount Vernon, he thus ex- 
pressed the grateftil feelings of his heart on being 
relieved from the weight of his publick station. *< The 
scene is at length dosed. I feel myself eased of a load 
of paUiek care, and hq>e to spend the remainder of my 
days in cultivating the affections of good men, and in 
the practice of the domestick virtues." 

Tins sentiment was more fully expressed to the 
Marquis La Fayette. ** I have become a private citi- 
MB on Hie baidui of the Potomack, and under the dia- 
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4o# of ttijro#tt VIM tnd om 1% tMe, Am imb th* 
biia6or«eikiiip,a]iclth6lii«ty Mioasof piMioklile, 
I am flolacing mytelf with those trauqoil e^ioyaHioto^ 
djf wbkeh the soldier who is ever in pomit tof fai*e, 
isbe iteteemen whoeewatohftd^ye andeleeplMittiihta 
eilft epettt in deviiiiig eehemee to iMromote the welfltfe 
df hiB own, pethape the mift of o^r eoaatriee (as if 
the globe wee ineofficieist for ne ell) end the ooartief 
%ho is elweyt wetchiaff the €Oiitateikaiioeef hie Prittce 
hi the hope of oetohtiig a graoiove wiile, caa haw 
T6ry little eoncepHoB. I have not ei^y retired ftraa 
tMk puMiek employmenti, hot am retiring within my* 
•elf, and ahall be able to view &e iolitary w«& and 
ti'^ad the pethe of private life with heart*IUt Mtiaftc- 
tiom. Envio^ of none, I am detelrmioed to be pleaaed 
with all ; and this, my dear friend, being the order of 
faiy march, I will iHove doWh the etream of life, untfl 
I ^eep witfi my fiiUierB." 

litA delighted as he was with hie t^tomeetick enjey* 
thente, he found it to be the work of time todiveathim* 
self of the fbefinge and habits formed in fais pubKek 
station. " I am just beginning," said he in a letter te 
a friend, ** to experienee the ease and fi^edem from 
pnblick eiares, which, however desijrable, takes some 
tiftie to Irealiie ; for dtrange as it may seem, it is a»> 
vertheless thte, that it was not witU lately I co«ld gel 
the better of my usual custom of ruminating as aoak 
as I awoke in the morning, on the business df the en- 
suing day ; and of my surprise at finding, after revelv^ 
ing many things in my mind, that I was no longer a 
publick man, or had any thing to do witii publi6k trans- 
actions. I fee], now however, as I conceive a weeiied 
traveller must do, who, after treading many a painful 
step with a heavy burden on his shoulders, is eased of 
the latter, having reached the haven to whieh all the 
former were directed, and from his housetop is kMking 
bibk and tracing with an eager eye, the meanders ^ 
which he escaped the quicksands and mites which lag^ 
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in his way, and into which nooa hut the aU-poweifol 
Gaide and Diapenaer of human evanta could hare j^tt* 
▼anted hia fiOling." 

Soon after the proclamation of peace, Congreaa 
nnanimoaaly resolveid toerect at the place which should 
be established as the permanent seat of government, 
an equestrian statue of General Wasbuigtov. This 
resolution, however, has not yet been carried into effect 

Virginia also bore an honourable testimony of tho 
sense entertained of the services of her distinguished 
eitisen. In a spacious area in the centre of the capi- 
tal of that state, she erected a marble statue of him, 
with the following inscription on its pedestal. 

« The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia have caused this statue to be erected ss a 
monument of affection and gratitude to GEORGE 
WASHINGTON, who, uniting in the endowmentn 
of the HERO the virtues of the PATRIOT, and ex- 
erting both in the establishment of the liberties of his 
country, Jias rendered his name dear to his fellow citi« 
lens, and given the world an immortal example of 
true glory." 

In addition to these expressions of publick vener«« 
tion, innumerable addresses from literary and othsr 
ineorporatioBs were presented to him, which, in ar- 
dent language, expressed the veneration universally 
Mt for his character, and the admiration entertained 
for his services. His well-balanced mind bore theae 
publiok and private honours without a symptom of 
vanity or pride. 

The pursuits of General Washington at this period 
were a renewal of habits, formed at an earlier part of 
lift^ and a recurrence to employments in which he 
ever took delight ; and he experienced nothing of 
that diflsatisiaction and listlesaness of which gentlemen 
often complain, who leave the cares of a publick sM^- 
tion for the tranquil scenes of retirement. The im- 
pvovementof American husbandry engaged his cioae 
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tttentioiiy and in tiie proseention of plans adapted to 
Hda ptirpofle, he entered into a correspondence with 
Mr. Arthur Tonng, and other distingrnished Enropean 
agrknkurists. The result of their information, and 
of his own experience, he applied, to amend his farm* 
big implements, to improve his breed of cattle, and in 
various ezperimentB, suited to the sdtl he cultivated. 
The plans which succeeded with him, he reooramend- 
ed to the farmers around him. 

But even in the shade of Mount Vernon, the time 
of General Washihotoiv was not wholly at his own 
diq^osid. ' Every fersigner of distinction who visited 
the United Stetes was urgent for an introduction to 
the late Commander in Chief; and every AniMican 
ef aiqr consequence, who was about to croes the At- 
iaatick, was ambitions to obtain letter* from him to 
celebrated characters in Europe. With numbers of 
the officers of the late army, with many of the politi- 
cal characters of his own country, and with several emi- 
nent individuals of Eurc^, he held a correspondence. 
Ceremonious visitors and officious correspondente be- 
came (^pressive to him, and in a letter to a friend, he 
thus complained of the burden of them. *< It is not, my 
dear Sir, the letters of my friends which give me trou- 
ble, €>t add ought to my perplexity. I receive them wti|| 
pleasure, and pay as much attention to them as my avo- 
cations will permit. It is references to old roattors with 
which I have nothing to do ; applications which often 
times cannot be complied with ; inquiries to satis^ 
winch would employ the pen of an historian ; letters of - 
campUment, as unmeaning, perhaps, as they are trou- 
bltBsome, but which must be attended to ; and the com- 
aoon place business, which employ my pen and my 
time, oftrai disagreeably. Indeed these, with oompa- 
>iyi derive me of exercise ; and unless I can obtain 
relief, must be productive of disagreeable consequen- 
ces. Already, I begin to feel their eifeete. Heavy 
and painiiil oppressions of the head, and other disa* 



m UWE W WASHINGTON. [ITd^ 

gMftlil* MDMtloiit oftM tNvUf me. I IP (bov^ipMi 
^rttrmmiHl toemploy some p^non who shall •«» nM 
of tho df«4f «ry of tb» b«wijwti.--To ootreqpond wilii 
Iboie I love w vnoog my highent gratifications. Let- 
tomoffnoiMUUp re^oiro Qottiidy; the Gommimican 
liona tfa*y cootain flow with eaae ; and allowancoa aw 
ospoetedandartf mado. Bat this is not the caae with 
those whioh req«ire researoh, consideration, and re- 
collection." At length he engaged a young gentle* 
«na of talents and education, who relieved hiin from 
• great part of these irksome attentions. 

The patriotick mind of General Wasbihotoit coidd 
90t however be engrossed hy his own concerns. In 
his Mftumnent, he with solicitude walohad over the 
wtereslB of his country. The improvement of its In- 
land navigation early engaged his reflections. Plans 
whiah the war had interrupted, were now resumed 
«qpon an enlarged scale. This year he visited tho west- 
ena country as &r as Pittsburg, and having collected 
the necessary information, he opened his scheme to 
Ms. Harrison, then Ck»vemour of Virginia. Thii 
wta to render the rivers Potomack and James naviga- 
ble as high as practioahle ; to take accurate surveys 
of the eoontry between these rivers and the streams 
which empty into the Ohio, and find the most advaa- 
tageoQS portages between them ; to survey the waten 
west of the OhiD, which empty into the lakes; and to 
opeasuch inland aavigatioii between these waters, as 
would seoune the trade of the western country to Vir- 
ginia end Jlbryland. ** Nature," he observed, <' had 
made euch aa ample duq>lay of her bounties in these 
regions, that the more the country- was explored ths 
more it would rise in estimation." He was persuaded 
that Pennsylvania and ^w-Todc would adopt mea- 
sures, to direct the trade of that country to their sea- 
ports^ and he was anxious that his native state should 
seesonebly avail herself of the advantages she possess- 
ed to secure her share in it. " I am not," he declaredt 
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**'1br discdtiraguig the exertioiifl of any state to dniir 
the comnietce of the western country to its flea- 
porttf. The mote communications we open to it, the 
closer we bind that rising world, (for it indeed may b^ 
80 called) to our interests, and the greater' strength 
AaXL we acquire by it. Those to whom nature aifordf 
fho best communication, will, if they are wise, enjoy 
the greatest share of the trade. All I would be un* 
derstood to mean therefore, is, that the gifts of Provi- 
dence may not be neglected." Bat political motives 
had higher influence in this transaction than commer* 
cial. ^ I need not remark to you, Sir," said he in hifl 
communication to the Governour of Virginia, ** tikat 
Hie flanks and rear of the United States are possessed 
by other powers, and formidable ones too ; nor need I 
press the necessity of applying the cement of interest 
to bind all parts of the union together by ind!s8olubl0 
bonds ; especially of binding that part of it which lie« 
imimediately west of us, to the middle states. For wiait 
^es, let me ask, should we have upon those people, 
how entirely unconnected with them shall we be, and 
vdiat troubles may we not apprehend, if the Spaniards 
on iheir right, and Great Britain on their teft, instead 
erf throwing impediments in their way as they now dd, 
should hold out lures for their trade and alliance? 
When they get strength, which will be sooner than 
most people' conceive, what wifl be the tsotu^qmttte 
df'thetr Having ibrmed cicise cbmmerclal connezioxii^ 
with both, or either of those powere, it needsrnot, iir 
liiy dphiioh, the gift of prophecy to fbfetelf. 

*' The western settlers (I speair now from my owrf 
eft^ervations) stand as it weire upohapi'^t. 'Hxe'totlch 
of a ieathet would " turn tfieto ahy^ way, Until ' tiftr 
Spaniards (very unwisely as I think) thi^Wdlfficultiers' 
in their way, they looked down the' Mississippi ; and 
they looked that wayibr no othet reason than because' 
they could gently glide ddwn the stf earn ; Tdthowt* 
considering perhaps the fiitigues of the voyage back 
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■fain} and the time necesfuy for ito perfonaMM*^ 
end beoause they have no other meaiui of comiag to 
us, but by a long land transportation through unim- 
proved roads." 

These recommendations were not lost. Under the 
patrckuage of the governments of Virginia and Maxjr^ 
land, two companies were formed for opening the navi- 
gation of the Potomack and the James, Of both whid^ 
Oeneral WASHuroToir consented to be the president. 
The Legislature of Virginia by a resolution which 
passed unanimously, directed the treasurer of the state 
to subscribe for one hundred and fifty shares in each 
oompany for the benefit of General WjiSHwaToir. 
The appropriation was made in a maimer the moit 
affecting to a noble mind. The assembly expressed a 
wiah« that while the improvemenU of their inland 
oavigation were monuments of his glory, they might 
also be monuments of his country's gratitude. The 
donation placed him in a very delicate and embarrassed 
situation. The feelings excited by this generoue and 
honourable act of his state, he fiUly expressed to the 
firiendy who informed him of the passage of the bilL 
" It is not easy for me to decide by which my mind 
was most affected upon the receipt of your letter of 
the sixth instantr— eurprise or gratitude. Both were 
greater than I had words to express. The attention 
and good wishes which the assembly has evidenced by 
their act for vesting in me one hundred and fif^ 
shares in the navigation of the rivers Potomack an4 
James, is more than mere compliment— there is an on* 
•qoivocal and sobstantial meaning annexed. Bat, be- 
Ueve me. Sir, no circumstance hashappened since! left 
the walks of pnblick life which has so much embarrass- 
ed me. On the one hand, T consider this act, as I have 
already observed, as a noble and unequivocal proof 
of the good opinion, the affection, and disposition of 
my country to serve roe ; and I should be hurt, if by 
declining the acceptance of it, my refusal should be 
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coniftraed into dBflrtsspect^ or tlM nmllcit tlii^ upon 
ttuB g«nenl intention of th« Lepdatmre; or that aa 
ostentations display of disinterestedness, or pnbliek 
virtne, was the sooree of reinsal. 

** On the other hand, it is really my" wish to faaTS 
ny mind and my actions, whieh are the resoH of re* 
flection, as free and independent as the air, that I may 
be more at liberty (in things which my opportnnitie* 
and experience hare brought me to the knowledge of) 
to express my sentiments, and if necessary, to suggest 
what may occur to me, under the fullest conyietion 
that although my judgment may be arraigned, there 
tvffi be no suspicion tiiat sinister modres had the small* 
est Influence in the suggestion. Not content then 
with the bare consciousness of my haying in all this 
navigation bumness, acted upon the clearest conyic- 
tion of the political importance of the measure; I 
would wish that every individual who may hear tiiat 
it was a ftvourite plan of mine, may know also," that 
I had no other motive for promoting it, than the ad* 
vantage of which I coneeivM it would be productive 
to the union at large, and to this state in particular, hf 
cementing the eastern and western territory together, 
at the same time that it will give vigour and increase 
to our commerce, and be a convenience to our citi- 
sens. 

' ^'How would this matter be viewed then by the 
eye of the world, and what opinion would be formed 
when it comes to be related that G***^ w«»**«»«n 
exerted himself to effect this work, and that G*"***' 
W****'***n has received twenty thousand d&llars and 
five tkmttand pounds sterling of the publick money as 
an mterest therein .' Would not this (if I am entitled 
to any merit for the part I have performed, and with- 
out It there is no foundation for the act) deprive me 
of the principal thing which is laudable in my con- 
duct ? Would it not in some respects be constdeted 
ki the same light as a pension ? And would not the 
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ypr»htM|ftn of thit in«kw jmtooierjx^fentiiaiate 
in future with the more reluatance i In » "motd under 
yriiftteTer^eteiieei axid iM»we?er coatomary these gnir. 
tuities may be in other countriey, ahould 1 not thenee- 
&nm4 be coniodered ee % dependant ? One mooMDfc'e 
thought of which would give me more pain than I 
ahould reoeive pleasure from the piodoet of all tbe 
^oUsy was every farthing of them vested in rae." 

After great deliberationy he determined to ^ivro- 
priate the shares to such publick uses as the Legisla- 
tnre should approve. In eommunicatmg this detemur 
oation through the Govemour, to the General A»» 
««qih|y^ he begged him to assure them that he wa« 
'f filled on the occasion with every sentiment which caa 
^ow from a heart, warm with love to his coantiyy 
siensible to every token of its approbation and afeot ion, 
and solicitous to testify in every instanr-e a zespectftd 
attention to it^ wishes." According to his desire, tha 
shares were appropriated to the au]^«xt of a eollege ia 
Um vicinity of each of those riven. 

The Cincinnati had in their original eonatitiilion 
iieeured perpetuity of eodstenoe to their soeiety. ThA 
eldest male posterity of the officers were to succeed toi 
U&e places of their fiiUhersi and in the faihue of them« 
f collateral branch might be introduced. Individual* 
also of the respective states, distinguished for their. 
^lent^ and patriotism, might be admitted as hoiiora- 
igr members for life. In this part of the institntiwiy 
some American patriots thought they perceived the 
seeds of an order of nobility, and publick jealou^ was 
axcited against the society. General WAtHineTdiTi 
^eix President, conceived that if popular prejodioee 
could not be removed, the society ought <' to yi^ V> 
them in a degree, and not suffer that winch was in- 
tended for the best <^ purposes to produce a bad one." 
On full in^piiry, be found that o)>iection8 to the isuHi^ 
lution were general throughont the United States, 
^nder the apprehension that it would prove dangeimM 
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lo poUkk liberty, ht U i wfb re exerted his infltieiioe 
•SMRiff tlie effieen to Mitce thett to drop the offen- 
•iTe put of the inetitotieii, end at the annual meetinj^ 
VOL May 1767, the hOTedRary priaoiple, and the power 
to •dopi henorary laeaihefs, were expunged &om the 
eofiatitntkn. Thie medUieation fblly remored the 
poblidk ^prefaeimon. 

BxperieBee proved the artlelee under which the 
Uaited Statea imginally eonftderated to be inadequate 
to the purpotee of aaUoml go^ermnent ; and wise and 
good men in every part of the union anxiously looked 
teward to a cxtsie in puhHek affkirs. Many of Oe* 
jMral WAsanreTOM's friends intimated to him that tiio 
oeeasion would call for his personal influence. Mr. 
Ji^, ni letters written inthe^ring and eunimer of 
1766^ with ftehng deseribed the stote of the country, 
^ Yen have wisely retired from pubtiok employments, 
and calmly view from the temple of &me, the various 
^ertiosukof that sovereignty and independence, wMch 
Providence has enabled you to be so greatly and glorl- 
cmsly instrumental in seemriag to your country; yet I 
am persuaded that you eannot view them with Che eye 
of an unomicerBed speetaitor. 
, *^ Experience has pointod out errours in our nation* 
al government which call for .correction, and whieh 
threateii to blast the frmt we expected firom the tree 
of Ufamty . An opinion begins to prevail that a general 
eoftventien. for levisiBg the articles of confederation 
wenld.be expedient. Whether the people are yet 
fipelbr such a measure, or whether the system pro* 
pesed to be obtained by it is only to be expected fteni 
calamity and commotion is difficult to ascertain. 
. . !<< I think we are in a delicate situation, and a varie- 
ty of considerations and circumstances give -me un- 
easiness. It is in contemplation to take measures fer 
^tftiyig a general ocmvention. The plan is not ma- 
tured. If itshouldbe vreSeon&eetedandtdBeeflfbct, 
I am fervent in my wishes-thal it may comport wkh 
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Hm Um otW^ yoa have mwlwd out $or y qftii dl^ to 
^ow yonz ooontry with j«ur otmamA» on inek sa 
lApOBUnt and nmgU oooaii^m. 

" Our affairs warn to laad to wmbm ositia, atim(iit.liii^ 
tliat I oanaot finraaae or eoiyaatiira. I am imaaqp aad 
apprebeoiivtt, more ao Uian during the war. Thm 
we had a fixed object, and thongh the anana and tima 
af obtainhig it were problamatieal, yet I did firmly be- 
Ueva that we shenld ultimatoly aooeeedy beoanaa I did 
irmly believe that jnatiee waa with na. The oaaa ia 
new altered. We are going aad doing wnmgycnd 
thayelbre I look forw^d to evila and calamities, baft 
fHfthout being able to guem at the instrument, naUun^ 
or meaanre of them. 

" That we ^lall again recover, and thinga again go 
^oH, I have no donbt. Such a variety of aireamatan- 
COS would not, almoat miraculoualy, have combined to 
liberate and make us a nation, lor transient and nn* 
important purpoaea. I there&re believe that we are 
yet to become a great and reapootabla people; bat 
when or how, only the spirit of prophecy can diacem. 

« What I moat fear is, that the bettor kind of people 
(by which I mean the people who are orderly and in* 
dnstriousi who are content with their sitoationa, and 
90t uneasy in their circumatanoes) will be led by the 
iaaecurity of property, the loss of confidence in their 
rulers, and the want of publiok fitith and rectitude, to 
oottflider the charms of Uberty as imaginary and delii« 
nftva. A state <^ uncertainty and fluetnation must die* 
guft and alarm such men, and prepare their minda fe 
i^oftost any change that may promise them quiet an4 
security." 

To these weighty communicatioQS G«neral Wash- 
uNKrav rep^d. 

** Tour aentimante that our afiaira tute drawii^ fa« 
pidly to a orisis, accord with my own. Whatthaevcnt 
wiU be, ia «]so beyond th» reach of my fereaght. 
^a have arronra to comet ; wa havo probslify had 
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teo g/toA itt opinioii of bumra aatvny in IbimiBf o«r. 
oooMftntioa. £i]Hizi«iee Iim taog^ us UuH n«ii 
win not adopt and c«rry kito exeeutioii, metfurea dw 
b60l calonlitad for tbur own good, withovt tbe inter- 
r^atiam of coaxciTo powor. I do not eoneoive we otn. 
aKMfc long a» « nationy wiUioui lodging, somowhere, a 
power wlkich will pervade the whole Union in ae eaer^ 
getick a manner, as the authority of the state goTom- 
menia eztenda over the aereral atatea. To be fear- 
fdl of investing Congresa, comAituted as that body i% 
Willi ample authwitiea fi>r national pnrpoeea, appears 
toatie the very climax of popular absurdity and mad- 
neaa. Conld Congress exert them for the detnaient 
of the people, without injuring themselves in an equal 
or gfeatar proportum ? Are not their interests insepara- 
bly coamected with those of their constituents? Bytho 
Toiatiim of appointments, must they not mingle Ire- 
qoentty with the mass of citiaens ? Is it not rather to ba 
apprehended, if they were not possessed of the powera 
before described, that the individual members would 
be indueed to use them, on many occasions, very 
timidly and inefficaciously, for fear of losing theit 
popularity and future Section P We must take hoaaaa 
nature as we find it; per&ction &lls not io the share 
of mortals. 

'< What then is to be done ? Things cannot go on. 
in the same strain for ever. It is much to be feared, a» 
you obaerve, that the better kind of people, being dis- 
gusted with these circumstances, will have their minda 
prepared for any revolution whatever. We are apt to. 
nm from one extreme to another. To anticipate and 
prevent disastrous contingencies, would be the part 
of wisdom and patriotism. 

<< What astonishing changes a few years are capable 
of producing ! I am told that even respectable charac- 
ters speak of a monarchical form of government with- 
oot horrour. From thmking proceeds speaking, thence 
to acting is often but a single step. Bnt how irrevooa-i 
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ble vnd tremendoua ! what a triumph for our 9omKum 
to verify their predietioni ! what a triumph for the ad- 
vocates of despotiem to find that we are iaoapable of 
goveming onreelyes, and that eyateme, founded on the 
baais of equal liberty, are merely ideal and fallacioua ! 
Would to Grod that wise meaaurea may be taken In 
time to avert the consequencea we have but too much 
reaaon to apprehend. 

*^ Retired aa I am from the world, I frankly acknow- 
ledge I cannot feel myaelf an unconcerned apectator. 
Tet having happily aaaiated in bringing the ahip into 
port, and having been fairly diacharged, it ia ncyt my 
buaineaa to embark again on the aea of troublea. 

** Nor could it be expected that my aentimenta and 
opiniona would have much weight on the minda of my 
countrymen. They have been neglected, though 
given aa a last legacy in a most solemn manner. I then 
perhaps had some claims to publick attention. I con- 
aider myself as having none at present." 

When the plan of a Convention was ripened, and its 
meeting appointed to be at Philadelphia in May, 1787, 
a respectable character in Virginia, communicated to 
General Washington the intention of that state to 
elect him one of her representatives, on this important 
occasion. He explicitly declined being a candidate, 
yet the Legislature placed him at the head of her 
delegation, in the hope that mature reflection would 
induce hira to attend upon the service. The Govern- 
our of the state, Mr. Randolph, informed him of his 
appointment, by the following letter. << By the en- 
closed act you will readily discover that the Assembly 
are alarmed at the storms which threaten the United 
States. What our enemies have foretold seems to be 
haatening to its accomplishment, and cannot be frus- 
trated but by an instantaneous, zealous, and steady 
union among the friends of the federal government. 
To you I need not preaa our preaent dangers. The 
ineJHcacy of Congress you have often felt in your offi- 



WM^7.] lilTB OP WASHINGTON. m( 

mlehwaetof ; Uie iscfeiuniig hqguor of ow «imi* 
eiated repablicks yoa hourly see ; and a dimoltttioB 
would be, I know, to yon, a loiirQe of the deepeet mor- 
tt€ca^09i. I freely then entreat you to aecejit thft 
naatmnoud appointment of the General Awenibly to 
the Convention at Philadelphia. For the gloomy pros* 
peet atUi admits one ray of hope, that thoee who be* 
gan, carried on, and consummated the revolution, can 
yet restore America from the impending min.*' 

" Sensible as I am,'* said the General in his anflwer* 
<' of the honour conferred on me by the General As* 
flembly of this commonwealth, in appointing me one 
of the deputies to a CouTention proposed to be held ii| 
the city of Philadelphia in May next, for the purpose 
of revising the federal constitution ; and desirous as I 
mn on all occasionB of testifying a ready obedience to 
the o^ of my country— yet, Sir, there exist at thii 
moment, eiroumstances which I am persuaded will 
render this fresh instance of oonfidenee incompatiUo 
9ith ot|ier measv^es which I had previously adopted^ 
pad from which seeing little proepeot of disengaging 
mjrself, it would be disingenuous not to express a wiili 
thatmme other character on whom greater r«lianco 
(Ban be had, may be substituted in my place, the probv 
Mlily of my non-attendance being too great to con« 
tinue my appointment. 

<^ As no mind can be more deeply impressed thftQ 
loine is with the critical situation of our afiairs, re* 
oolting in a great measure from the want of efficient 
powers in the federal head, and due respect to its or- 
dinances, so consequently thoee who do engage in the 
^nportant business of removing these defects, will 
carry with them every good wieh of mine, which the 
best di^ositions towards their obtainment can bestow." 

The Govemour declined the acceptance of hie re- 
idgnation of the appcuntment, and begged him to sue- 
epead his determination until the approach of the pe- 
riod of the pneeting of Convention, that his final judgt 
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nMnt Blight b« the resolt of a fiill acqiuuntance with 
all eiremnataneei. 

Thus iitnatady the Gtoneral reyiewed the flubject, 
that he might upon thorough deliberation make the 
decifioii which duty and patriottim enjoined. He had, 
by a cirenhtf letter to the state societieB, declined being 
reelected the President of the Cincinnati, and had an- 
nonneed that he thoald not attend their general meet- 
ing at Philadelphia on the next May ; and he appre* 
bended, that if he attended the Convention at the 
time and place of their meeting, that he should give 
offiinee to all the officers of the late army who com- 
posed this body. He was under apprehension that the 
stales would not be generally represented on this oc- 
casion, and that a fiiilure in the plan would diminish 
the personal influence of those who engaged in it. 
Some of his confidential friends were of opinion that 
the occasion did not require his interposition, and that 
he ought to reserve himself for a state of things 
which would unequivocally demand his agency and 
influence. Even on the supposition that the plan 
should succeed, they thought that he ought not to en- 
gage in it ; because his having been in Convention 
would obligate him to make exertions to carry the 
measures that body might recommend, into effect, 
and would necessarily *^ sweep him into the tide of 
publick affairs." His own experience since the close 
of the revolutionary war created in his mind serious 
doubts, whether the respective states would quietly 
adopt any system, calculated to give stability and vi- 
gour to the national government. ** As we could not," 
to use his own language, ** remain quiet more than 
three or four years in times of peace, under the con- 
stitntionB of our own choosing, which were believed 
in many states to have been formed with deliberation 
and wisdom, I see little prospect either of our agreeing 
OB any other, or that we should remain long satisfied 
under it, if we could. Tet I would wish any thing 
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•ad erery tiung eiMyed to prevent the eAuion of 
blood, and to dirert the hamilisting and eontemptible 
tgaiB we are about to make in the annals of mankind." 

Theae conaiderations operated powerfUly to oonfirw 
him in the opinion first formed not to attend the Con* 
vention. 

On the other hand, he realized the greatness of tha 
pvblick stake. The confederation was uniTersaUy 
considered as a nalUty. The advice of a CionventioOi 
composed of respectable characters firom every part 
of the union, would probably have' great inflnenea 
with the community, whether it should be to amend 
the articles of the old government, or to form a new 
constitution. 

Amidst the various sentiments whidi at this time 
prevailed, respecting the state of publick a&irs, many 
entertained the supposition that the ** times must be 
worse before they could be better," and that the Ame- 
rican people could be induced to establish an efficient 
and liberal national government only by the scourge 
of anarchy. Some seemed to think that the ezperi* 
ment of a republican government in America had al* 
ready failed, and that one, more energetick,must soon 
by violence be introduced. General Washivotoh en* 
tertained some apprehension, that his declining to at> 
tend the Convention would be considered as a dereliC" 
tion of republican principles. 

While he was balancing these opposite eircum* 
stances in his mind, the insurrection of Massaehnsetts 
occurred, which turned the scale of opinion in fiivour 
of his joining the Convention. He viewed this event 
as awftiHy alarming. " For God*s sake tell me," said he 
in a letter to Colonel Humphreys, '* what is the cause 
of all these commotions ? Do they proceed from Ucen- 
tiousnesa^British influence disseminated by the Unies, 
or real grievances which admit of redress ? If the lat? 
ter, why was redress delayed until the publick mind 
had become so much agitated ? If the former, why are 
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not the powers of gotemmont VtkA at onoe IJtvtHf 
Wott to bo whhoiit bM not to ekoreise thou." 

To Qeneral Knox und othor fiiondi, simHar ap{ti^ 
kettrioitt y^en exprMtod. ** I ftol infinitely mono than 
I can ezprew to yon, for the disorderfl which h«ro 
arisen in these states. Good God ! who besides a tofjr 
oonld have fbreseen, or a Briton harepi^icted fUetii ? 
I do assure yon that even at this moment, when I re- 
fleet upon the present aspeet of our alTairs, it seenw 
to me like the visions of a dream. My mind can 
stsarcely realize it as a Mng in actual existence : — So 
straaige, so wonderfbl, does it appear to me. In thii, as 
in most other matters, we are too slow. When this 
spirit first dawned, it might probably have been easilf 
checked ; but it is Scarcely within the reach of human 
hen, at this moment, to say when, where, or how, it 
will terminate . There are combustibles in every state, 
to w4iieh a spark might set fire. In bewailing, which 
I have often done with the keenest sorrow, the death 
Of our much lamented friend General Grtene, I haw 
accompanied my regrets of late with a query whether 
he would not have preferred such an exit, to the scenes 
wifich it is more than probable many of his compatriotn 
may live to bemoan. ■■ * 

'' Ton talk, my good sir, of employing influence to 
appease the pretpsnt tumults in Massachusetts. I 
know not where that influence is to be found ; nor if 
aMsSndile, that it would be a proper remedy for these 
disorders. Infilunee is not gottmmmt. Let us havs 
a ^vsrHmiMt by which our lives, liberties, and proper- 
ties will be secured; or let us know the worst at once. 
Under thesb impressions my humble opinion is that { 
there^ is a call fbr decision. Enowthen precisely what 
the insurgents aim at. If they have real grievances, 
redress them if possible ; or acknowledge the justice 
of them, and your inability to do it in the present mo- 
ment. If they have not, employ the force of the 
government against them at once. If this isinade- 
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tqtiAto,-ail will ba oaunaced that tbt n^sntmetuM ia 
4nd, or wants aupport. To he more eaqpoaed in the 
icgpea ef 4he world, and more contemptiUe than we al- 
mtdj sra, ia hardly poeaible. To delay one or the othar 
of theae expedienta ia to exaaperate on the one hand, 
aar to give oonfidesce on the other, and will add to their 
Aunbsta ; ioitf like snow-baUa, aaeh bodiea increaae by 
erery moTement, unleaa there ia aomethiiig in the 
way to obatruct and crumble them, befiNre their weight 
oa too great and irreaiatible. 

** Theae are my aentimenta. Preoedente are dan- 
fpai0iia things. Let the raina of government thm be 
.hraoed, and held with a steady hand ; and every vio- 
Jatkm of the Conatitation be reprehended. If delee- 
tive, let it be amended, but not suffiired to be trampled 
If on while it haa an eaustence/* 

Airlend having intimated by letter hia apprehenaion, 
fthat csivU discord was near, in which event he would 
he id)li|ged to act a publick part, or to leave the conti- 
nent. ** It is," said the General in reply, *^ with the 
deepeat and moat heart-felt oonoem, I perceive,by aome 
late paxagmpha extracted from the Boston papers, that 
the inaurgenta of Masaachnsetts, far from being satis- 
fied with the redress offered by their General Court, 
are still acting in open violation t>f law and govern- 
ment, and bwe obliged the Chief Magistrate, in a de- 
oided tone, to call upon the militta of the state to aup- 
port the conetittition. 

*^ What, gracious God, is man ! That there shouM 
k»Mieh inconsistency and perfidioanesi in his oon- 
doct. It is but the other day, that we were ahedding 
our Uood to obtain the oonatittttions nndar which w# 
liva; coBStitutiotta of onr own choice and malsing; 
and now we aae nmdieathing theewoid to overturn 
liMm. The thing ia so unaeeeuntable thai I hardly 
know how to reaUae it ; or to pwsuade roys^ that I 
am not under the iliuston of a dream. My mind, pre- 
viona to the receipt of your letter of the first ultimo, 

Vol. II. 7 
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iiad ofttn beMi afiutad by a thought nBukr to the 
<me you exprcned respecting a firieiid of yours ; biA 
heaven forbid that a oriaia ahould come when he ^all 
be driTon to the neceaaity of making a choice of either 
of the altemativea there mentioned." 

Having learned that the atates had generally elected 
their repreaentativea to the ConTention, and Congreaa 
having given its aanction to it, he on the 28ih of 
March communicated to the OovemOur of Virginia^ 
hie consent to act as one of the delegates of hia atate 
on this important occasion. 

On the second Monday in May 1787, the delegates 
of twelve states met in Convention at Philadelphia, 
end unanimoualy elected General Gkokgs Washw«- 
TON their President. The present Constitution of 
Government of the United States was the result of 
the deliberations and concessions of this venerable body. 

Although the friends of General Washinotoh had 
iuUy acquiesced in the propriety of his retiring frosi 
publick life at the close of the revolutionary war, yet 
from the moment of the adoption of the Federal Con- 
stitution, all eyes were directed to him as the first 
President of the United States. His correspondents 
early endeavoured to prepare his mind to gratify ths 
expectations of his country. Mr. Johnson, & dis- 
tingnishad patriot of Maryland, wrote him, ** We caa< 
not do without yon, and I and thousands more can ex- 
plain to any body but yourself why we cannot do 
without you."- 

The struggle between inclination and duty was loqg 
and MY^xt. His ftelings on this occasion frilly ap- 
peared in the letters which he wrote to his friends on 
the subject. Colonel Lee, then a momber of Congress, 
eommunioating to General Wasbtnotoit the measures 
which that body were adopting to introduce the new 
government, thus alludes to the presidency. 

'^ The solemnity of the moment, and its application 
to yourself, have fixed my mind in contemplationi of 
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& pubtiek and a penonal nature, and I ftel an iainolui- 
tary unpnlie which I cannot reaiat, to commnnieatA, 
without reserve to you aome of the refleetkma whieh 
the hour has produced. Solicitous fbr our common 
h^^pineaa as a people, and conyinced, as I continue to 
be, that our peace and prosperity depend on the proper 
improvement of the present period, my anxiety is ex- 
treme that the new government may have an auspi- 
cious beginning. To effect this, and to perpetuate a 
nation formed under your auspices, it is certain you 
win again be called forth. The same principles of de- 
votion to the good of mankind, which have invariably 
governed your conduct, will no doubt continue to ruto 
your mind, however opposite their c<Hisequences may 
be to your repose and happiness. It may be wrong, 
but I cannot suppress in my wishes for national lelioi- 
ty a due regard for your personal fiune and content. 

** If the same success should attend your efforts on 
this important occasion which has distinguished you 
hitherto, then, to be sure, you will have spent a lift 
which Providence rarely, if ever, before gave to the 
lot of man. It is my anxious hope, it is my belief that 
this win be the case ; but all things are uncertain, and 
perhaps nothing more so than political events. 

*' Without you, the government can have but little 
chance of saccess ; and the people, of that happiness 
which its prosperity must yield." 

To these communications, the General thus repKed : 

" Tour observations on the solemnity of the crisb, 
and its application to myself, bring before me subjects 
of the most momentous and interesting nature, la 
our endeavours to estabHsfa a, new general governmeut^ 
the contest, nationally considered, seems not to have 
been so much for glery, as existence. It was fev a 
long time doubtful whether we were to survive as an 
independent republiek, or deeline from our Meral dig- 
nity into insignificant and wretehad fragments of em- 
pire. The adoption ofthe constitution so extensively« 
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umk villi •» KboTAl m» acgqi— oaiio» on the put of tlM- 
niaoiiliM wfeatraly pvonuied the fiwiner ; but lirtdy» 
Ul»oi9ciikr lottM of New-Yovk baa maaifiMiUd in mjr 
ipprahension an ua&Toarable, if not an inudioiui t«k- 
dmey to » contiary policy. I atUl hope for the beab^ 
hnt before yott raentioBed it, I could not help fiMrioip 
it would aeffve as a atwidaKd to which the dieaffeetedl 
oevld reeert It ie noweyidently the part of all honnit' 
men, who are firieads to the new constitution, to endffa 
veur to i^Te it a chance to dieclofla ita xnerite aadd^ 
IbetabjF oarrying it &irly into efiect,iathe first inetanot. 

^ The principal topi(^ of your letter is, to 
poini of great deiicaoy indeed, insomuch that I 
aeaseelyyWiHioal some impr^riety,toach upon it. in 
the first place, the event to which you allude ma^ 
never lumpen, among other reasons beoause^if Ite 
partiality of wjr fellow-citizens coaoeiTe it to bn • 
mean by which the sinews of the new government 
wonld be strengthened, it will of ooBsequenee be cAk 
■eaioua to those who are in opposition to it ; many of 
whoBiy uaquestionab^, will be placed among the elect' 
on. This consideration, alone weald auperaede the 
expedienoy of announcing any definitive and irrevoca« 
ble resolutien. Tou are among the small number ef 
those who know my invincible attachment to domes- 
tiok lile, and that my sinoerest wish is to continue m 
the enjoyment of it solely, until my final hour. BM 
the world wouM be neither so well instructed, nox so 
candidly disposed, as to believe me to be uninfluenced 
by sinister motives in case any circumstance shoidd 
render a deviation firom the line of conduct I had pre* 
foribed fiir myself indispensable. Should the contin* 
gency you suggest, take place, and (Sag arguaent'a 
sake aiene let me say) should my unfeigi^ reluotanett 
to aoc^t the office be overcome by a de&renee fi>r the 
reasons .and opinions of my friends ; might I not, after 
the declarations I have made, (and heaven knows they 
were made in the sincerity of my heart) in the jiiig« 
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ment of the impurtkl world, and of pofteritj,be ehuf*- 
able with loTity and inconnstency, if not wHh imah- 
neaa and amMtion f Nay, fitrther, would there not eran 
be some apparent foandation ibr the two Ibrmer 
charge* ? Now, justioe to myaelf, and tranquillity ef 
eonaeienee require that I ahould act a part, if not 
nbore imputation, at leaat capable of Tindieation. Ner 
will you conceiTO me to be too aolieitoua for reputa- 
tion. Though I prise aa I ought the good opinion of 
my fbllow-citiaens, yet if I know myself, I would net 
•eek popularity at the expense of one aoelal duty, or 
moral virtue. 

** While doing what my conscience inlbrmed me wie 
right, as it respected my Ood, my country, and my- 
self, I could despise all the party clamour and unjuat 
censure which must be expected from some, whoae 
personal enmity might be occasioned by their hoetttity 
to the goYemment. I am conscious that I fear alone 
to give any real occasion for obloquy, and that I do 
not dread to meet with unmerited reproach. And 
certain I am, whensoever I shall be convinced the 
good of my country requires my reputation to be put 
fai risk, regard for my own fame will not come in 
competition with an object of so much magnitude. 

'Mfl declined the task, it would be upon quite 
another principle. Notwithstanding my advanced 
season of life, my increasing fondness for agricultural 
amusements, and my growing love of retirement, aug- 
ment and confirm my decided predelietion for the cha- 
racter of a private citizen, yet it will be no one of 
these motives^or the hazard to which my former 
reputation might be exposed, or the terrour of encoun- 
tering new fatigues and troubles, that would deter me 
from an acceptance ; but a belief that some other per- 
son, who had less pretence and less inclination to be 
excused, could execute all the duties fhll as aatia&oto- 
rily as myself To say more would be indiscreet ; aa 
the diaeloanre of a refiisal beforehand might incur the 
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•pplietttMA^ the fiible, ia wbuh th« fox is Mptearat- 
•d m mtABnaivang the gtapes he ooold not reaeli. 
Tea wUl pereeiire, ny dett nr, by what ie. hmre oh- 
■erred (and which you will be pleeaed to ooaaidierm 
the ]igbt of a confideittial oooimiiiuoatioB) that agr 
ineliiiatioiie will diapoee and deoade me to remain ae I 
am; anle«i a olear and insormoantable conTictioa 
ihould be impreaaed on my mind, thai aome very dia* 
ai^reeahle conaequencea moat in all homan prebaiuU^ 
reaolt frmn the tndulgenoe of my wiahea." 

To aimilar aogi^ationa 6om Colonel Hamilton, Ge* 
neral Washhtotov replied. ^ On the delicate aidiject 
witii which yon conclude your letter I can aay no- 
thing ; beoanae the event alluded to may noTer hap» 
]IB9) and because in case it should occur, it would be a 
point of ]Nrudence to defer forming one*8 ultimate and 
irrevoed>le decision, so long as new data might be af* 
lorded fi>r one to act with the greater wisdom and pro* 
priety. I would not wish to conceal my prevailing 
■aaitiment from you. For you know me well enough^ 
my good sir, to be persuaded that I am not guilty of 
affectation, when I tell you it is my great and sole 
denre to live and die in peace and retirement on my 
own farm. Were it even indispensable a difierent 
line of conduct should be adopted, while you and some 
others who are acquainted with my heart would atfukf 
the world and posterity might probably acaue me of 
ineonsitUney and ambiUon. Still I hope I shall alwaya 
possess firmness and virtue enough to m^mt^in (whst 
I consider the moat enviable of aU titles) the character 
of an honest man, 

" Although I could not help observing from several 
publications and letters that my name had been some- 
times spoken of, and that it was possible that con- 
timgency which is the subject of your letter might 
happen, yet 1 thought it best to maintain a guarded 
sOence, and to lack the counsel of my best friends 
(which I certainly hold ia the highest estimatioa) ra« 
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therltei4o hasaidta inptitatMn iMiiH«Ddly W tfit d»- 
Umoj of my tefing*. For, BiUuiaA m I vb« I eovild 
Imdlifbnag thii cpietlion into thotUfklett diwimwon, 
Qv aflk an opiaion even m tfao moii coofiddntial mm- 
mn^ without botzaying in my judgmont, aonia unpro- 
^eky of eondn^, or wilhottt M^kag an apprahftaviQii 
iiuA a pfematnre diqiUy of anxioty might bo coniitnif4 
nto a vain gkrions desiro of pnahmg mytelf into no- 
^ce as a eandidate. Now, if X am not groaily decoi?#d 
is rayielf, I ahould nnfeignedly rejoieo, in caso tbp 
«leeton, by giriog their votei in iavoor of aonio othar 
person, would save me from the dreadful dilemma, of bft- 
lug. forced to accept or refose. If that may wA be, I am 
in tlie next place, earnestly desirouii of searobing out 
the truth, and of knowing whether there does not e^- 
1st n probability that the government would be juit w^ 
iiappily and effectually carried into execution without 
viy aid, as wiUi it. I am truly solicitous tp obtain ail 
iIm previous infiwrnatioa which the circumstances will 
afford^ and to determine (when the determination can 
with propriotf be no Imger postponed) according to 
the prineiplee of r^ght. reason, and the dietatee of n 
clear conscienee ', wkhontioo great a reference to the 
nnferoseen eonsequenees wiuch may affect my pereon 
«v reputation. Until that iperiod, I may fairly hold 
jnyself open to conviction, though I allow your eenti- 
ments to have weight in them ; and I shall not pais 
Irf your arguments without giving them ae diqiiui- 
■ionate a consideration ea I oan pownbly bestow upon 
them. 

** In taking a survey of the subject, in whatever 
point of light I have been able to place it, I will not 
suppress the acknowledgment, my dear sir, that I hav^ 
always felt a kind of gloom npon my mind} as olten as 
I have been taught to expect I might, and perhaps 
amst ere long he called to juake a decision. Ton wiU, 
I am well assored, believe the asaerUon (IhfWgh I 
3am9 lit^ expectation it would gain credit ^om those 
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who are laae aoqoaistcid with nra) tiiat if I 
oeive the appointment, and thonld be ptevaflad 
to accept it ; the acceptance would be attendfod witli 
more diffidence and rehictanee, than ever I •xpen- 
eneed before in my life. It woold be, however, with 
a fixed and aole determination <^ lending whateTer ae- 
atatance might be in my power to promote the piiUiek 
weal, in hopea that at a convenient and earij peiiody 
my aervicea might be diipenaed with ; and that I mtghl 
be permitted once more to retire--to paaa an onelond* 
ed evening after the itormy day of life, in the beeoia 
of domeatick tranquillity." 

We have already made copions eztraeta from the 
letters of the General on the aubject of the Prowdear 
«y ; but aa they clearly describe hia feelinga and views 
on the near prospect of being again sommoned by bis 
country into publick life, they must be interestia^ ta 
all. We will dose them with the following comBBB- 
nicationa made to Creneral Lincoln, who had alaocoai- 
mnnicated to him the expectatioa of liia friends, ^ I 
would willingly pass over in silence that part of your 
letter, in which you mention the persona who are oan> 
didates for the two ferat officea in the executive, if I did 
not fear the omission might seem to betray a want of 
confidence. Motives of d^cacy have prevented ma 
hitherto firom converaing or writing on thia aulfject, 
whenever I could avoid it with decency. I may, how- 
ever, with great nncerity, and I believe wichooto^ 
fending against modesty or propriety, say to you, that 
I most heartily wish the choice to which you alloda 
might not fell upon me ; and that if it ahouhi, I must 
reserve to myself the ri|^t of making up my final de- 
cision, at the last moment, when it can be btoqght 
into one view, and when the expediency or inezpedi- 
eney of arefoaal can be more judiciooaly determuiad 
than at preaent. But be assured, my dear air, if fim 
any inducement I ahall be persuaded ultimately to ae* 
pepi, it will not be (so ftr as I know my own hsad) 
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may of a piivftto or penonal nvtuxe. fivexy por- 
■oiwl eoaaidoratioa oonq^oa to rivet ma (if I may 
mm tko oxfireaHon) to retiremeot. At my time of 
JiSBy and ttuder my ciroomitancet, nothing in thii 
^rarld oui ever draw me from it, unless it be a 
€mmiaUan that the partiality of my countrymen 
had naade my services absolutely necessury, joined 
to a fear that my refusal might induce a belief 
tlsat I preferted the conservation of my own repor 
tilion and private ease, to the good of my country. 
AftMT all, if I should conceive myself in a manner 
oonsferained to accept, I call heaven to witness, that 
tlni TSiry net would be the greatest sacrifice of my 
p0x«mal ftetiogs and wishes that ever I have been 
oallod upon to make. It would be to forego reposA 
and jtaneataolt enjoyment for trouble, perhaps publick 
flidofny ; for I should consider myself as entering 
•pea aaunexploMd fields enveloped on every side with 
olesHUi and dadoiess. 

^ Fism tins embarrassing situation I ha^ naturally 
•npposed that my declarations at the close of the war 
wwdd have aavad me v and that my sincere intention«p 
t&en publickly made known, would have effectually pre- 
eiodlid me for ever afterwards from being looked 
WfotL m a candidate for any office. This hc^e, a9 
m last ancdior ef worldly happiness in old age, I bad 
alillcaialiilly preserved ; until the publick papers* and 
pmaAe leikters &om my correspondenta in almost oyqxj 
^[uarter, tanght me to apprehend that I ought loon \» 
obliged to aaewer the question, whether I would ^o 
again into puMkk life or not." 

In eveirt it appealed, that anudst the discordance of 
4ifvsmkt respeeting the merits of the Federal Conati- 
tufion, there was but one sentiment, through the 
Ihuted Stales, respecting the man who should admi- 
nister the government. On counting the votes of the 
eleetors of President and Vice President, it wa« found 
that Cteneral Gxoros Washington had their onani- 
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noiu toffirage, and wm choien Preeident of tiie United 
Staiei for four yean from the 4th of March 1789. 

On the 14th of ApfU, official information reached 
him of hia election. Having already made up his 
mind to obey the sommons of a whole country, on the 
lecond day after this notification, he quitted the quiet 
walks of Mount Vernon for the arduous duties of tlM 
supreme magistracy of his nation. Although gratefh) 
for this renewed declaration of the faTourable opinion 
of the community, yet his determination to accept ths 
office was accompanied with diffidence and apprehen- 
sion. " I wish/' he dbserred, '< that there may not be 
reason for regretting the choice, for indeed all I can 
promise is, to accomplish that which can be done by 
an honest zeal." The feelings, with which he entered 
upon publick life, he left upon his private journal. 

** About ten o'clock, I bade adieu to Mount VemoB, 
to private life, and to domestick felicity ; and with a 
mind oppressed with more anxious and painful sensa- 
tions than I have words to express, set out for New- 
York, with the best dispositions to render service to 
my country in obedience to its call, but with leas hope 
of answering its expectations." 

He was met on the road by the gentlemen of Alex* 
andria, and conducted to a publick dinner. From the 
numerous addresses presented to the General on this 
occasion, we select that of the citizens of Alexandria, 
because it is a testimonial of the afiection and venera- 
tion in which his neighbours and friends held his pri- 
vate as well as publick character, and because, in itseU^ 
it has peculiar interest. The following is the address : 

*' Again your country commands your care. Obe- 
dient to its wishes, unmindful of your ease, we see you 
again relinquishing the bliss of retirement, and this 
too at a period of lift, when nature itself seems to an* 
thorize a preference of repose \ 

" Not to extol your glory as a soldier ; not to pour 
forth our gratitude for past services ; not to ackaow- 
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ledge the justice of the unexampled honour whieh hee 
been conferred upon you by the ipontaneous end 
unammous suffirages of three millions of freemen, in 
your election to the supreme magistracy } nor to ad- 
mire the patriotism which directs your c<«dnet, do 
your neighbours and fiiends now address you. Themes 
less splendid, but more endearing, impress our minds. 
The first and best of citizens must leave us. Our 
aged must lose their ornament ; our youth their mo- 
del ; our agriculture its improver ; our commerce its 
firiend ; our infSint academy its protector ; our poor 
their benefactor, and the interiour navigation of the 
Potomack (an event replete with the most extensive 
utility already, by your unremitted exertions, brought 
into partial use) its institutor and promoter. 

'^ Farewell ! — ^go ! and make a grateful people happy, 
a people, who will be doubly grateful when they con- 
template this recent sacrifice for their interest. 

" To that Being, who maketh and unmaketh at his 
will, we commend you ; and after the accomplishment 
of the arduous business to which you are called, may 
he restore to us again, the best of men, and the most 
beloved fellow citizen !'* 

To which General WASBiireros replied as follows : 

" GXNTLEMKN, 

" Although I ought not to conceal, yet I cannot de- 
scribe the painful emotions which I felt in being called 
upon to determine whether I would accept or refuse 
the Presidency of the United States. The unanimity 
in the choice, the opinion of my fiiends communicated 
firom different parts of Europe as wdll as from Ameri- 
ca, the apparent wish of those who were not entirely 
satisfied with the constitution in its present form ; and 
an ardent desire on my own part to be instrumental in 
connecting the good will of my countrymen towards 
each other, have induced an acceptance. Those who 
know me best (and you, my fellow citizens, are, from 
your situation, in that number) know better than any 
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'Utiiois my love of retibroniMit is lo ^ntt, tlMU ao mmtAr 
ly conndenlion, sh<»t of a ooimotioa of doty, •o«ii 
Imivo prevailed upon me to deptit ^m my Tow e intie a 
Mtver more to take any ihare ia traasaetixmeof ^.^psli- 
iick nature. For at my age, and in my eirewBCtaaoM^ 
what proipeets or advanta^^ could I propoee to Bayeei( 
Ivom embaridng again on the tempestaoiM and raieef- 
tain ooean of publick life ? I do not feel myedf under 
the necendty of making puUick deckratione, in order 
to couviaoe you, gentlemen, of my attachment to you^* 
vehiee, and regard for your interests. The whole te- 
Bour of my life has been open to your inspectkm ; and 
my past actions, rather than my present detdaimtioai^ 
must be the pledge of my fUture oonduot 

" In the mean time I thank you most siacerely ftr 
the expressions of kindness contained in your valedie* 
tMy address. It is true, just after having bade adiev 
to my domesttck connexions, this tender proof of yov 
fiiiendshqis is but too well calculated still farther to 
awaken my eeusibility , and increase my regret at part- % 
iagifima the enjoyments of private life. 

<f All that new Teamins for me is to oommit mywif 
and you to the protection of that beneficent Being 
who, on a former ocoamon, hath liappUy brought vm 
together after a long and distressing separation. Pw 
tepa the same graeiovs Providenee will again indulge 
aee. Uaotienkble sensattons muetthen be lelt tomeri^ 
repressive sileoBe—^hile irem an aching heart, I bid 
yon aU> my affectienake fiiemki,and kind neigfatioaia^ 
ftrewell !" 

It was the wish of Qeaeral WAeHmevoir to aveid 
]ptfade on Jiis journey to the seat oi govwameat, bat 
Iw^ttBdit impoi^e. Naaiereus bodies «f Tctpeet- 
4d)le oitisea8,<«nd detachments frem the militia escort- 
ed him the whole distance, and at every plaee through 
which he passed, he received the most flattering evi> 
deace of the high eetimation, in which bis ooantiymea 
iield his talents and his virtues. 
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Qny'M Kridge ov«r the Sdiiqrttill waf» withmiieh 
tMtoy embellidftad on the oecaeion. At each end areh- 
ee were eieeted e empo eed of kniel^in imitation of a 
Roman triomphal arch ; and on each aide was a Uturel 
iriimbbery. As the General passed; a youth by the aid 
•f jMKshiiiefy (unpeMseived by him) let down npon his 
head a cinck crown. Through avenues and streets 
tkiwiged with people, he passed from the Sehuyftill 
iMio FhiUdlphia, and at night the oHy was inomi- 



At Trenton, the ladies presented him with a tribule 
«f gratitude for the protectiim which, twelre years 
htiafy he gave them, wor^ of the taste and refine- 
flsent of the sex. On the bridge over the creek which 
f«n» through this pkee, a triumphal areh was erected 
•n thirteen pilars ; these were entwined with laurel 
aad deeerited with flowers. On the front of the areh 
m» the lUloiHng inscription, in large gUt letters, 

THE DEFENDER OF THE MOTHERS 

WILL BX TBS 

PROTECTOR OF THE DAUGHTERS. 

On the cenlfe of the arch abofv the insoriptlen wee 
«-done of fleweffs and erergreeos onek eli ng the dates 
«f two ereats paitienlaiiy intereslBg to the inhaUt- 
ents ef Ifew-lersey, m. the sneoesslhl assault en the 
Hsssianpestin TNolon, and the gaMant stand made 
-bgr G«Mfal -WASHwevoir at the same ereek on the 
eveohm^peeeeding the batUs ef Friaeelen. A'BOBe- 
roos party of matrons, holding their daughters in their 
hands, who were dressed in white and held mi their 
arms baskets of flowen, assembled at this place, and 
en his approach the daughters sung the following ode, 

Welcome, Mighty Chief, once more 
Welcome to this grateful shore ; 
Now no mercenary toe 
Aims again the ftital blow, 
Aims at THEE the fttal blow. 
Vol. H. 8 
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ftjr and BMiitiM grave 
Tboie iky comftuing annt did nve. 
Build for THEE triimiphal boweiti 
Strew ye fair his way with flowers. 
Strew your HERO'S way widi flowers. 

. Al the last line tlia flowers were atrawed befine 
him. 

On the eaatom abore of New-Jeraey , he waa met bj 
a Committee of Congress, and accompanied o>ver the 
river in an elegant barge, of thirteen oars, and manr 
m^d by thirteen branch pilots. 

** The diq^y of boata," obseryes the General in his 
diary, " which attended and joined on this oooasioo, 
aome with Yocal and others with instrumental mnaiek 
on board, the decorations of the ships, the roar of 
cannon, and the loud acclamations of the people which 
lent the afcy as I pasaed along the wharyes, AIM my 
mind with sensations as painful (contemplating the ie> 
verse of this scene, which may be the case aAer all my 
endeayours to do good) as they were pleasing.'* 

He landed on the S3d of April at the stairs on Mur- 
ray's wharf, which wera highly ornamented for the 
pmrpoee. At this place the GoveiwHir ef liew-Terk 
nceiYed him, and with military honours, and anidit 
«n immense emm ew f s e of people, oondnoted hkn to his 
(^artments in the city. At the close of the daf, Fo- 
reign Ministen and ofther ohaneten of distinetion, 
made him oongratulatory visits, and the publick eshibi- 
tion waa at aiafat claaad bv n bzilliaBt sii**— *■»•♦"*■> 
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CHAPTER XL 



Inaufumtion of the Preaident— RU Addrento CoomBt— AimrtM 
of the two HoiiM»— The Arraanmettta «f hie ftoaethoM*4Ib 
Becuktioiu for Viai(ore— The BeaMiu of their adoption— The 
BeMtione of the United Stateg with Foreign Fowere— €onmet 
•■tabliehee the Departmentt of the OoveraaMO^— The PiMideat 
fiile them— He vieiu New-£n2land— Hb Rece^ion— Addretaea 
to him— His Anawers — Negotiationa with the Indiana— Treaty 
wHh the Creeka— War with the Wabaeh and Miamia Tribea 
— 43«neral Harmar'a Expedition— St. Clair defeated— General 
Wayne rictoriona and maicea a Treaty with them— S^cend 1 



■ion of Cottsreaa— Fiaeal Arranjaementa of the Secretary of the 
TrManry— Indiaposition of the Preaident— He riaita Mount Ver- 
non — ^Meeta Confresa at Philadelphia — ^Hia Tour to theSonthem 
taiatea 'Becood Conneaa— The Preaident refueee hii«i||iatiueto 
tlie Bepraaentative Bill— Contemplatea retiring to Private Life 
— <?onaenta to be a Candidate for the Second Freaidency. 

1769. Iff idyutimg the eeremoiiiM of the inaugurt- 
tioii of the Prendent, CongreM determined that the 
imA of office should be Adnunistered to him in an 
open gallery adjoining the Hall of the Senate. Ac- 
eordingly on the dOth of April, General Waihihotoh 
attended, and, ii^ a view of a Tast aaaemblage of peo- 
ple, was cenatitntionally ^pialified for the adminiatra- 
taen of the gevelmnient. On his being proclaimed 
Preaident of the United States, reiterated acdamationa 
testified the inteffest and the pleasure which the at- 
Imding multitiide felt in the transaction. 

The President immediately entered the Senate 
chamber and made the following Speech to the two 
branches of the Legislature. 

*'FXLLOW CITIZXNS OV TBS SSHATE, ASD 
OF TBS B0U8X OV RSPBISSllTATnrKSy 

** Among the yicissitudes incident to life, no event 
fioold have filled me with greater anxieties than that 
of which the notification was transmitted by your or- 
der, and received on the 14th day of the present month. 
On the one hand, I was summoned by my country, 
whose Toiee I can never hear but with Yeneration and 
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Wr«>firoia a fetiMi which I bad cfaoMnwith the fondMk 
praditoctknii and, in my fltttering hopes, with an im- 
aataUo deciium as the eeyloai of my deeliaiiig yeeis : 
a retreat which was rendered every day more necesia- 
tj aa well as more dear to me, by the addition of habit 
te inehnetton, and of firequent interruptions in my 
health to the gradual waste committed on it by time. 
On the other hand, the magnitude and difficulty of the 
trust to which, the voice of my country called me, be- 
ing sufficient to awaken in the wisest and most expe- 
fianced of her citizens, a distrustful scrutiny into his 
qualifications, could not but overwhelm with despond- 
9moB <me, who, inheriting inferiour endowments from 
nature, and uttjHractised in the duties of civil adminis- 
tration, ought to be peculiarly conscious of his own 
deficiencies. In this conflict of emotions, all I dare 
aver is, that it has been my faithful study to collect 
my duty from a just appreciati<m of every cifcum** 
Stance by which it might be affected. All I dare hope 
is, that if in accepting this task I have been too nnftch 
swayed by a grateful remembrance of fiMrmer instaneesi 
or by an afiectionate sensibility to this transcendeoaft 
proof of the confidence of my fellow citizens f and 
have thence too little consulted my incapacity as well 
as disinclination fi>r the weighty and untried cares bOf 
five me ; my erronr will be palliated by the motivee 
which misled me, and its consequences be judged hf 
my country, with some share of the partiality in which 
they originated. 

** Such being the impressions under which I havai 
in obedience to the pubUck summons, repaired to the 
present station, it would be peculiarly improper to 
omit in this first ofllcial act, my ftrvent supplications 
to that Almighty Being, who rules over the umverwy 
Who presides in the councils of nations, and whose 
providential aids can supply every human defeet, that 
his benediction may consecrate to the liberties and 
happiness of the people of the United States, a gemib' 
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ment institiitecl by tbemMlvw Ibr Umm itirtM pm* 
poM« j and may enable arary inatnuMiiil ainployti ki 
its ttibnlQistration, to •areenta witk wnm^m ihm !«••• 
tiom aOotted to his charge. In tonderiiif thto iMtttf* 
to the great Author of every pnl^ek aad private fe ed» 
lejeure myielf that it eacpremee your eentimeirte' nel 
Isea than my own ; nor those of say ftUow citiaene al 
large, less than either. No people ean be boond te 
acknowledge and adore the invisible hand, whieb oett* 
duets the af^rs of men, more tiian the people of the 
United States. £very step by which they haive ai* 
vanced to the character of an independent natien, 
aeems to have been distinguished by some token ef 
providential agency. And in the important revohiikn 
just accomplished in the system of their united govern* 
ment, the tranquil deliberations and vohmtary consent 
of so many distinct communities, from which the 
event has resulted, cannot be compared with the 
means by which most governments have been estabfiah- 
ed, without some return of pious gratitude along with 
a humble anticipation of the fbture blessings whieh 
the past seem to presage. These refleetions, ariainf 
out of the present crisis, have forced themselves too 
atrongly on my mind to be suppressed. Ton will join 
with me, I trust, in thinking that there are none under 
the influence of which, the proceedings of a new and 
free government can more auspiciously commence. 

** By the article establishing the executive depart- 
ment, it is made the duty of the President ' to recom- 
mend to your consideration, such measures as he shall 
judge necessary and expedient.' The circumstaaeei 
under which I now meet you, will acquit me from eti* 
tering into that subject, ^rther than to refer you to 
the great Constitutional Charter under which we are 
assembled ; and which in defhiing your powers, desig* 
nates the objects to which your attention is to be given. 
It will be more consistent with those circumstances, 
tnd far more eongenhl with the ftelings whieh aetu- 

8* 
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loMMiMto in yhw rf> rimmwnftitHw 9S 
mmmumh thi& IrihaU tlMt k dM to A* 
the rMltl«d«, and «1m patriotiim vfaidi «kini 
tlw t ha gaitw Mltetod to dniwim and cdvpl thMi. I» 

tklMI hmonnUB jm^li fi ru f inin T hfiMylri tfaft MMKfc 

pWfMy tlMt aa c» MM cid«y BO IomI pf^ivdtew INT cfe* 
taduMBtOy BO aoptnito nktmrn mm pihj anupfliitiiw^ 
will BBMki^et tlw eoaipralMnnvo and atyoMil aye untuck 
oBglit to watek over tliia gieat aaaemhlige of eommskf 
Bitiea and iBteMata : ao, ob aaether^ that the fymiA^ 
tkna of ovr aational policy will be laid ia the pure 
mmi JtBHintaWe priBoipleB of private BUMsality ; and the 
pra^imaewoe id a free gorerameiit be e^emplilied bj 
•U the attribotea whieh eaa wfai the affMsHoaa of ile 
citiieBa, aad oomBumd the rae p e et of the werU. 

^ I dwell en thia preepeet with every aaliaftetion 
which aB ardent love £>r my oonntry can iaapire ; 
ainee there ie bo truth mere thoreoghly eataUiaha^ 
than thai there exiita in the eeonomy aad conme «C 
BBlare, aa iadiaaolnble union between virtue aad hap* 
pinem between duty aad advantafo— betweea the 
ganuiae maxima ef an hoaeat and magnuumeua polieyv 
and the aolid rewaida of puhUok preaperity and.lelidity« 
8hMe we ou|fht to be no leaa peranaded that tiie prop 
pilioua emilea of Heaven can never be expeotad on a 
nation that diaragarda the eternal rulaa of ordaa aad 
right, which Heaven ita^ haa ordained : and ainee tha 
p reaa r vatton ef the aaered fire of liberty, and the deeti- 
ny of the republican model of government, are juatilg 
•oaaidared aa d#«^y, perhapa aa JkmUy aliped, on ttia 
aipariaieat entrutfed to the handa of the Ameriein 

" Beaidea the ordinary objeeta anbauUed to yp«r 
eaioi k wiU lematn with your jadgmeotto decide how 
fiur an eiereiae ef the oocaaienal power delegated bf 
the Mh article of the Ceaatltuti«i ia rendered ea^a- 
dieaitatthep i eai nt junctnre, by the natweof ^k^ 
tima which have bean urged agaiaet the ayalamf or 1^ 
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tkft iiiH|iiM mi isfoiitai* wluoii htm 00m hUHk ib 
liMnL Imt— d qS nadatteking pntimkr immmms* 
dalMMw on Ikis nfajMly >> wlMk I ooald bm fsided bf 
ao l%te d0iiv«d ftM oflleial appoftawtiai) I •hitt 
gm w^ to mj mtifB oonfidenM ia yowr 4i^ 
«id imnail of th» paUick good ; ftor I tflniNt 
mifm^ikat whflsft you eanAdl^vroid eratjaltiff^ 
tton wldeb augfal o&daiigor tko koMfito of aa oaltod 
and oibctiye foreminentyor iriiiek ougklto awail Hm 
fotare loiaona of axperianeo ; a Mraranee for the 
eharaeteriatick rigkta of freemen, and a mgard for tbt 
pcdbliek katoMNrf, will auffieiaatljr inilueiioe yowde- 
fibaictioas on the qnaatioB, how fiur the fonaav eaa be 
aioro impregnaUy Ibrtiied, or the ktter ke mMy tad 
adrantageooalf promoted. 

*^ To the preceding •baerratieiui I have eae to add, 
which wiU be moat properly addteaaed to the HooM 
of Repraaentativea. It ooBcema myaelf, aad wiO 
thesalbre be aa brief aa poaaible. When I waa iiat 
hanoored with a eall into the aerriee of my oomliy, 
then on the ere of an ardoona atmggle ibr ita likertiMs 
the light in which I centemplated my d«ty, re^iared 
that I aboold renoanee every peotmiary eompenaation* 
Pram thia reaolation I have in no inataaoe departed. 
Aad being atiU under the impreaaiotta which prodmsed 
hLf I nmal decline aa inapplicable to v^aelf, any ahaxa 
ia the peraonal emolaaaenta, which may be mdii^naa- 
bly iaeinded in a pemmneat proviaioa for the exeei»> 
live department ; aad mnat accordingly pray that the 
poomnary eatimatea for the atation la which I aa plae- 
•dt may, during my contiaiiation ia it, be fimitedta 
■och acfaal espeaditorea aa the publick good may bo 
liwught to reqaiM. 

^ Hsvfaig than imparted to yon my aeatSmeBttf» la 
tlmy havobeeaawafceaed by the occaaion' whioh btiiiga 
oa tagetiiary i ahaU take my preaaat lea^FO ; bat net 
arilhaal raaoitiqg oooe dMre to thebeniga Pirenlef 

hi hMMa4Ripp]ieatiaai that alboe*!^ 
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htm bMa ptomj to fiiVMv iIm AMHrksMi fMpls «ilb 
•ypMtoaitiM fer d«lib«ffajtiaf in pMft«t tnaiqaWtf, 
■Ad diip^wtttiqiM fin dMic&nf witib mjptMiUtolBdl wm* 
MBut J ott a Ibm of govomaoal for iJio oooiMi^ of 
Ihoir anioBt and tte «dT«aooaMiit of tholr 
00 hit diriao Uotttiig moy bo oqwdly 
Iho onUurfod vtowOytho^tomponEto eoaoultotkiitt, oad 
tho wiM mooottcos on whieb tho oueooM of thio gv- 
voraBont must dopond." 

Tho answorof the Sonote was highly reopeotiy 
Mid affoottonato. 

** Tho ananimoiui mifirago of tho eloetivo body la 
yoar ftvoofy is poooliariy exptmmre of tho gvatifcado^ 
ooafidonoo, and alfootioa of tho eititons of AaMcioti 
and is tho highost testimonial at oaoo of year morit, 
aad their ostoom. Wo aro sensible, Siri that nothinf 
but the Yoioe of your fellow oitiseas o<»iidd have ealM 
yon firom a retreat^ ehoson by the foadeet predileettoBy 
andeared by habit, and ooasocrated to tho ropooo of 
dodining years. Wo rojoioo, and with as, aU Amoift- 
ca, that, in obedioaee to tho caU of oar ooauaon oooa* 
try, you hayo returned once more to pnblick liSk. la 
yo« all parties eoalide, m you aU intorests oaite, and 
wa have no doubt that your past sorvieea, great as tfasy 
have boon, will bo oqoayod by year fotnre ezoitions ; 
and that your pradoaoe and sagacity, as a stateamsn^ 
will tend to avert the dangers to which we were ex- 
posed, to give ilsbility to tho present government, aad 
dignity and i^itendoar to that country, whieh year 
jkiU sad valour as a soldier, so eninenUy eontnbiitad 
to raise to knibpendonoe and empire. 

" When we contemplate the coineideaco of eirenai* 
stances, and wonderful combination of oaases which 
•^padaaUy pioparod the people of tlda coaniry for ia- 
dapeatdoaeo ; wh«i wo eonten^plata tho rise, piegtoM^ 
aad tormiaatiott of the late war, which gave them « 
name among tha nationa of the oaith, wo art ,-willi 
^pon, vnavoi^bly lad to aokaowkdfa and adaia tha 
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yt AiMtir «f Um wiifene, by wiram empkH tIm' 
and. fi^. A nvUm of the nuuiy lifnal iattttncMi of- 
dMBe i&tM|KNnlton in ftvour of thk oovditry, elainis- 
our moil pioai gralitiido. And permit ns, Sir, to ob** 
■enrsf tbaiteaksfig the greet events tvliioh have led io- 
the fewwitMii and eetgaifiihment of a fedwal goverii«- 
menty we etteem yonraeoeptanee df the office of Pre- 
■tthmftt •* on« «f the meet pTopitk>Qi and impeftHht." 

The House, equally affectionate and respeollbl in 
tiMir aneirer, say : 

<< The Representatives <^ the People, of tiie United' 
States, present their congratulations on the event by. 
vilMoh your feUow oitisens have attested the pre^mi- 
nMBoe of ynur nMrit. Toa have long held tfie finb 
pinee in their esteem ; yott have often received token*' 
of tbsip aiflbotion ', you now poaess the only proof thitt' 
yesnained of their gratitude fat your services, of their« 
g n yer e neo for yoor wisdom, and of their e<mfidenee in* 
ycnir vistoes. Ton enjoy the highest, because tiw 
truest hoaow, of bmng Ike First Magistrate, by tho. 
mtaoiimoos ^wice of the freest people on the fiiee oi^ 
tiweerth. 

'' We well know the anzietaes with whioh yon mimtr 
Imvw obeyed the summons, fk»m tiie repose reserved 
iat your declining years, into pnbltek scenes, of whtcfe> 
yen haAtdLen your leave fer ever ; but the obedieneef 
was dne to the occasion. It is already applauded by 
the universal joy which welcomes you to your station^ 
mkl w6 cannot doubt that it will be rewarded with all 
tiw satisfibotioR, with which an ardent love for your- 
fellow citizens must review successful eifotts to pro- 
mote their happiness. 

• ** This anticipation is not justiiied merely by Uie 
past experience ef your signal services. It is partieu« 
hirty suggested by the pious impressions under whieli 
yoo eesnmenee your administraMen, and the enlightea- 
odmasims by whidi you mean to ecmdnet it. W» 
ftnl witit yott ^a strongest obltgatioiis to adore the in>« 
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Ttoibto hand wfaiefa lias led the Americtn people throngrh 
HO nuiy dUBeultiefl, to eherit h a conecioua reaponaibi- 
Hty fer the deattny of reptibUcan tiberty, and to seek 
tfM only Bare meana of preaerving and recomiiieaduif 
tha preeiona depoaite in a ayatem of legidation, found- 
ed on the'principlea of an honeat policy, and directed 
by the apirit of a difiiiaiye pairiotiam. 

** The qneaticm arialn^r out of the fifth article of the 
Oonatitntion will reeeiTO all the attention demanded 
by ita importance, and will, we truat, be decided under 
the Inflaence of all the eonaiderationa to which you 
alhide. 

** In forming the peemdary proviaiona for the eze- 
evtive department, we ahall not loae eight of a wiah 
vaaohing from motiTea which give it a peculiar claim 
to onr regard. Your reaolution, in a moment eritieal 
to the libertiea of your country, to renounce all per- 
sonal emolument, waa among the many preaages of 
your patriotick aervices, which have been amply fulfil- 
led ; and your acrupoloua adherence now to the law 
then impoaed on youraelf, cannot fail to demonetrate 
the purity, whilat it increaaea the luatre of a charae- 
tsr, which has ao many titlea to admiration. 

^'8nch are the aentimenta with which we have 
thought fit to addreaa you. They flow from our own 
hearts, and we Verily beliere, that among the millioni 
we repreaent, there is not a virtuoua citizen whoae 
heart will disown them. 

** All that remaina is, that we join in your IbrTent 
supplieationa for the bleaainga of Heayen on our coun- 
try ; and that we add our own for the ehoiceat of thoae 
bleaainga on the most beloyed of her citizens." 

While waiting the moyementa of the Legialature, tba 
President endeayoured fhlly to aequaint himaelf with 
the atate of publiek aiAura, and fi>r thia purpoae, ha 
ealled upon thoae who had been the heada of depart- 
menta under the ooniederation, to report to him the 
fititttion of their respectiye eoncema. He alao, bar* 
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ing coiuttlted witfa his friendt^ Adopted a iyilem &8 
the order of hU own household, for the regulation oC 
his hours of business, and of intercourse with thoM 
who, in a formal manner, visited him as the Snpremi 
Magistrate of the nation. 

He publickly announced that neither vittts of btisi* 
ness nor ceremony would be expected on Sunday, as 
he wished to reserve this day sacredly to hiaiMlf. 
Other regulations, adopted at this time, were at a sub* 
sequent period complained of as partaking too modi 
of monarchical customs. To a friend in Virginia, wIm 
had made known these complaints, the Prendent gave 
the following reasons for their adoption. 

« While the eyes of America, perhaps of the world* 
are tamed to this government, and many are wateb- 
ing the movements of thoee who are concerned in ile 
administration, I should like to be Informeid through 
eo good a medium, of the publick opinion of both men 
and measures, and of none more than myself ;•— -not 
so much of what may be thought commendable partf , 
if any, of my conduct, as of those which are conceived 
to be of a different oomplejdon. . The man who meiM 
to commit no wrong, will never be guilty of enonui- 
tieS) consequently can never be unwilling to leani 
what are ascribed to him as foibles. If they are reaUfr 
such, the knowledge of them, in a well disposed mind, 
will go half way towards a reform. If they are not 
errours, he can explain and justify th^ motives of his 
actions. At a distance from the theatre of actioo, 
trath is not always related without embellishmenta, 
and sometimes is entirely pervevted> from a misoon- 
ceplipn of the causes which produced the effects that 
are the subject of censure. 

*' This leads me to think that a system which I found 
it indispensably necessary to adopt upon my first com^ 
ing to this city, might have undergone severe stric- 
tures, and have had motives, very foreign &om ihoso 
that governed me, assigned as the causes thereof— 1 
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■Man Bnif returning no visits; second, appointiii; 
certain days to receive them generally, (not to the ex- 
ckudon, however, of vints on any other days onder^ 
paxticnlar circumstances) and third, at first entertain^ 
ing no company, and afterwards (until I was unable 
to entertain any at all) confining it to official charac- 
ters. A few days evinced the necessity of the two 
first in so clear a point of view, that had I not adopted 
it, I should have been unable to have attended to any 
iort of business, unless I had applied the hours allotted 
to rest and refi'eshment to this purpose ; for by the 
time I had done breakfiurt, and tiience until dhmer, 
and afterwards until bed time, I could not get reliev- 
,ed from the ceremony of one visit, before I had to at- 
^nd to another. In a word, I had |io leisure to read 
tor to answer the despatches that were pouring in upaa 
ttie from all quarters. 

'' Before the custom was established, which now ae- 
commodates foreign characters, strangers, and othefs, 
who, from motives of curiosity, respect to the Chief 
'Magistrate, or any other cause, are induced to call 
jupon me, I was unable to attend to any business what' 
soever. For gentlemen, consulting their own oonve- 
sience rather than mine, were calling from the tim« 
J rose firom breakfast, often before, until I sat down to 
dinner. This, as I resolved not to neglect my publiek 
.idoties, reduced me to the choice of one of these alter 
natives ; either to refuse them altogether, or to appro* , 
priate a time for the reception of them. The ^m 
would, I well knew, be disgusting to many ; the latter, 
I expected, would undergo animadversions firom those 
"who would find fault with or without cause. To 
please every body was impossible. I therefore adopted 
that lihe'of bonduct which combined publick advantage 
-with private convenience, and which in my judgment 
was unexceptionable in itself , 

*^ These visits are optional. They are made with- 
out invitation. Between the hours of three and four 
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every Tuesday I am prepared to receive them. Gen' 
tlemen, often in great numbers, come and go, chat 
with each other, and act as they please. A porter 
shows them into the room, and they retire irom It 
when they choose, and without ceremony. At their 
first entrance, they salute me, and I them, and a!i 
many as I can talk to, I do. What pomp there is in 
an this, I am unable to discover. Perhaps it consist! 
in not sitting : to this, two reasons are opposed ; first, 
it is unusual ; secondly, (which is a more substantial 
one) because I have no room large enough to contain 
a third of the chairs which would be sufficient to admit 
it. If it is supposed that ostentation, or the fashions 
of courts, (which, by the bye, I believe originate often* 
er in convenience, not to say necessity, than is gene« 
rally imagined) gave rise to this custom, I will boldly 
i^xm that no supposition was ever more erroneous ; 
for were I to indulge my inclinations, every momenrt 
that I could withdraw from the fatigues of my station, 
should be spent in retirement. That they are not, 
j^oceeds from the sense I entertain of the propriety 
of giving to every one as free access as consists with 
that respect which is due to the chair of government ; 
and that respect, I conceive, is neither to be acquired 
or preserved but by maintaining a just medium be- 
tween much state, and too great familiarity. 

'' Similar to the above, but of a more iluniliar and 
sociable kind, are the visits of every Friday afiemooiv 
to Mrs. Washington, where I always am. These puh« 
lick meetings, and a dinner once a week to as many 
as my table will hold, with the references to and from 
the difierent departments of state, and other commu- 
nications with all parts of the union, is as much, if not 
more, than I am able to Undergo ; for I have already 
had, within less than a year, two severe attacks ; — the 
last worse than the first :— a third, it is more than pro« 
bable, will put me to sleep with my fathers — at what 
distance this may be, I know not.*' 

Vol. II. 9 
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At the eommeneement of the Preudenej of Cfreiieiil 
Washinaton, a Tariety of circumstaDCes combined to 
create anxiety and apprehension respecting the opttra- 
tions of the goyemment. 

The relation of the country with foreign powen 
was critical and embarrassing. Spain discovered 
jealousies of the American people, and manifested a 
dtsposition to check their progress to national wealth 
and strength. She had refused negotiation with the 
American government, and denied to its subjects the 
navigation of the Mississippi south of the boundary of 
the United States. 

Between Great Britain and the United States, great 
causes of altercation existed. Just complaints of the 
non-execution of essential articles €>i the treaty of 
peace were mutually made, and an irritable state of 
mind appeared in both nations, which rendered the ad* 
jttstment of the controversy the more difficultr 

France early discovered a disposition to take advan« 
tage of the partiality of the American people, to gain 
an influence in their councils, and to acquire the con- 
ttol of their destiny. 

The Indians, through the whole extent of the wegt-* 
em frontier, manifested great inquietude. Their jea* 
lousies of the United States were supposed to have 
been excited by the intrigues of Spanish and British 
partisans, and most of the tribes assumed a very threat- 
ening attitude. 

In addition to these foreign difficulties, there were 
considerations of a domestick nature, peculiarly calcu- 
lated to excite apprehension. 

The whole plan of the Federal Government was 
new. In no branch of it was there a precedent ; but 
first principles and general rules were to be established 
in every department. The United States were with* 
out funds or revenue, and were destitute of publick 
credit. 

Many distinguished characters, in different parts of 
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lbs Uawiiy w«i6 from ihit fint oppoMd to Um F«teal 
Coactitation. Debatei in itate Conventioiui on it» 
prineiplety had aakiiidM no inoonikbrabk dsgreo of 
■nimoiity. It had boon ratified in them gfeneraUybf 
snaU majontiea, «ad in aome iaatancea thia majority 
bad been obtained, by annezing; proviaional amend- 
nenta to the ratification. It was therefore to be ap- 
l»«hended that many of the members of the Legiala- 
tare were hoatile to the Conatitniion, and would, mi- 
der the idea, of amending, aacrifice ita spirit, or by their 
oi^MBition to every aalntary measore, prevent an ex- 
periment of a repnblican form c^ Government, auspi- 
eioualy began, from being &ir]y completed. 

Happily the American people retained their confi- 
dence in those diatingaished atateamen, who had been 
timr leaders in the controversy with Great Britain, 
which terminated in National Independence; and 
theae statesmen, imitating at this crisis the publick 
spirit of the General of the revolationary war, con- 
sented to forego the pleasores and emoluments of pri- 
vate lift, for the service of their eomitry. Many of . 
them were the successfiil candidates for popular suf- 
firage to eompose the Legislatare of the nation, and the 
first Ckmgress consisted of men eminent for their ta- 
lents and political information, and venerable for their 
patriotism and virtue. A decided majority of these 
were the friends of the Constitution, and were- dispos- 
ed to make every exertion to carry it into execution 
upon a liberal and efficient plan. 
. One of the first acts of the Legislature was to esta- 
blish those departments which were necessary to aid 
the Executive in the administration of the govem- 
mest. 

In filling these departments, the President was to. 
perform an important and delicate duty. Applications 
fi»r office had been numerous, and the following ex- 
tract of a letter written to a friend, who had applied 
even before General Washingtom accepted the Presi- 
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d9fl*7, will ibow tlM ditpoAtion with wlneh bt eat- 
Mtod this inwi. 

*' Should it beoQBM abpolatoly neoMnry &r 1110 to 
•eenpy the sUiioxi in which your latter prewnipuw 
JB«|I hav* detonoinod to ^o into it, porfeetlyfrse 
fion «11 oagagemonts of every nature whateoew. 
A oondaet in con&rmity to thie reaoltttiany would e»> 
•bk ine in helancing the Tuione pretenaioaB of difi^ 
rent ceadidatee for appointmente, to act with a aoie 
reftrenee to jnirtice and the pablick good. This ip, in 
nibeluice, the answer that I have given to all appfiei^ 
tiona (and they are not few) which have already been 
made. Among the places sooght after in these appU- 
cations, I mnst not conceal that the office to which 
yon particularly aUnde, is comprehended. This ftet, 
I tell you merely as a matter of informatioii. My ge- 
neral manner of thinking, as to the proprie^ of lM»ld* 
lag myself totally disengaged, will apologise fiir my 
not enlarging further on the sabjeeU 

" Though I am sensible that the puUiek eaffiraga 
which places a man in office, should prevent him ftoaa 
being swayed, in the execution of it, by his private m^ 
elinations, yet he niay assuredly, without violating his 
duty, be indulged in the continuance of his Ibrmer at« 
tachments." 

His consequent nominations ^y proved the pvirity 
of these declarations, and attested that his selection oT" 
•haractors, for the respective offices to be filed, was 
made with great judgment and prudence. Removal 
fimn the influence of local and &mily considerationa, 
be directed his attention to the publudi interest. 
Where qualifications were equal, the candidate who 
eould claim the merit of publich service, had the pm* 
Cnence in his appointment. 

His cabinet was composed of Mr. Jefferson, Sacra* 
taiy of State, Colonel Hamilton, Secretary of tile 
Treasury, Oenetal Knox, Secretary of War, and HfTt 
£dmund Raudolphy Attorney General* 
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• Tlw MMion of CongrMi edntinoed to fltptoinlwr : 
^ribet hajrinony subtiflted through this period betwoon 
tiio EzeentiTe sad the Legklctttre, end no drcunr- 
tftanee threatened to intermpt it. 
' At the adjournment of Congreae, the Preaident mtde 
prepaniti(»B for a tour through New-England, to View 
tiie unproivementa of the country and to judge of th» 
idiepotition of the people towaarda the newly eatahliahed 
^verament. Aceordingly, on the 16th of October, h^ 
Jtogan hia journey ; and, paaaing through Conneetlcut 
and MaaaachuaettB went aa far as Portamouth in New^ 
fiampahhre ', returning by a difSsrent route, he arrlvM 
on the 19th of NoTember at New- York. 
' Many cireumstancea were combined during Mit viliit 
to excite hia sensibility and to render it gratefUl to hia 
beet feelings. His journey carried him through the 
nioet populous and cultiTated part of the United Staiee, 
and gave him a favourable opportuz^y to notice the 
progress of the country in those improvements, which 
constitute the strength, the weakh, and ornament of 
society. He visited the scene of his first campaign^ 
and imist have experienced elevated reflections in con- 
trasting the present situation of himself and his coun- 
try, with his and their condition at the commencement 
of the revolutionary war. Every where he remarked 
a steady attachment to the Federal Government, and 
received the most gratefol evidence of unqualified 
approbation of the measures of the^Administraticm. In 
every place through which he passed, business wiui 
suspended, and all classes of eitizens-were eagerly em- 
ployed to obtain a nght of the Father of their country, 
and to j<^n in the conmum expressions of veneratiott 
and attachment. Military parade, processions, and 
triumphal arches, awaited him in those populous tow&t 
aft which he stopped, and so fuHy was the publick 
tuAotAty engrossed by his journey, that the news-pa* 
penr of the day were filled with nairattves of its pro- 
gTMi and termination. 

9* 
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At Guiibridg;e, the Laeutentat Qor^rnova ttul Cotui- 
€il of MaMnchosettf waited upon him and secomptoi- 
•d him to Boston, oicorted by a nnmeroui c<^0cti«i 
of citizenS) under the direction of the Manual of th* 
Dsiatrict, and the Sheriff of Suffolk. The Soloetmen 
leceiv^d him at the entrance of the town, and from it 
tL proceaaion of the inhabitants was fanned, which ^ 
tended to the State House ; an interesting paxt of this 
{KTocession, and which engaged the special attention 
of the President, was the male children of the town, 
under their respective literary instructors. This pro* 
eesfion opened to the right and left, and ha on horse* 
back, preceded by companies of artillery and infitntry, 
ity the Lieutenant Goyernour and councU, the Mar« 
^all and Sheriff, passed to the State House. Here a 
triumphal arch was erecte4^ from the State House 
Mxoss Cornhill to th% opposite houses. On the top 
of the arch was a gallery, in which were placed a 
select choir of singers of both sexes. In the middle 
of the gallery a pyramid was erected. On one sido 
of this oyer the arch, was the inscription, ** TO THS 
JdAN WHO UNITES ALL HEARTS," andon tho 
opposite side « TO COLUMBIA'S FAVOURITE 
SON." 

At the end of the arch next the Stete House, on a 
large ground, was this inscription, " BOSTON R£* 
LIEVED MARCH 17, 1776." The President wasi 
introduced through the State House to a handaomia 
gallery at the west end of that building, erected neav 
the arch on seven pillars. As soon as he appeared in 
view, loud acclamations broke from the concourse be- 
Iqw* He bowed to them, on which the choir sang an 
mppropnate Ode, He was then conducted to a house 
fkrovided for his use, add elegantly furnished from the 
liunilies of individual gentleman. 

Addresses were presented to him &cm civil, Ulerwjrt 
and religious corporations, and ttom all other soeioties 
of any distinction. In these, grateful notice wa« telitn 
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oihm paUiek tervicM) and partieiilarlj, of Um Mcri* 
Aa^ he mads of private happineia in acotftSng tha Pra- 



lalua aniwera, tha Preaidant reciprocated the be- 
iMToleiit wiahea of hii countrymen, in language calcu- 
lated to confirm their confidence and affection. He 
thna replied to a respectful addreaa from the inhabit* 
ante of Boaton. 

'' I rejoice with yoa my fellow citizens, in erety 
oircnmatance that declares your prosperity ; and X do 
ao most cordially because you have well deserved to be 
liappy. 

" Tour love of liberty, your respect for the laws, 
your habits of industry, and your practice of the mo- 
ral and religious obligaticms, are Uio strongest clalroa 
to national and individual happiness. And they will, I 
trust, be firmly and lastuigly established." 

In the renewal of direct intercourse between Gene- 
ral Wasuihgtov and the companions of his toils and 
glory in the tented field, we perceive the most inte- 
resting effusion of the refined feelings of the human 
heart. 

'* Amidst the various gratnlations," says the aocietj 
of Cincinnati of Massachusetts, ** which your arrival 
in this metropolis has occasioned, permit us, the mem* 
bera of the society of the Cincinnati in this Common* 
wealth, most respectfully to assure you of the ardour 
of esteem and affection you have so indelibly fixed in our 
hearts, as our glorious leader in war, and illuatrioue 
example in peace. 

^ After the solemn and endearing fiurewell on the 
banks of the Hudson, which our anxiety presaged aa 
final) most peculiarly pleasing is the present unexpect- 
ed meeting. On this occasion we cannot avoid the 
recollection of the various scenes of toil and danger 
through which you conducted us, and while we oon- 
tsnplate various trying periods of the war, and the 
trinmpha of peace, we rejoice to behold you, induced 
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by tlMimuiimoniToice of your country, entering upon 
Qther trials, and other senricea, alike important, aad 
in some points of view, equally hazardous. For the 
C(«apletion of the great purposes which a grateful 
country has aiudgned you, long, very long may your 
invaluable life be preserved. And as the admiring 
world, while considering you as a soldier, have long 
wanted a comparison, may your virtues and talents as 
a statesman leave them widiout a parallel. 

" It is not in words to express an attachment found- 
ed like ours. We can only say, that when soldiers, 
our greatest pride was a promptitude of obedience to 
your orders ; as citizens, our supreme ambition is to 
maintain the character of firm supporters of that no- 
ble fiibrick of Federal Government over which you 
preside. 

** As members of the society of the Cincinnati, it will 
be our endeavour to cherish those sacred principles of 
charity and paternal attachment which our institution 
inculcates. And while our conduct is thus regulated, 
we can never want the patronage of the first of patri- 
ots and the best of men.'* 

To which the President thus replied. 

** In reciprocating with gratitude and rincerity, the 
multiplied and affecting gratulations of my fellow 
citizens of this Commonwealth, they will all of them 
with justice allow me to say, that none can be dearer 
to me ihwa. the affectionate assurances which you have 
expressed. Dear indeed is the occasionwhich restores 
an intercourse with my faithful associates in prosper- 
ous and adverse fortune ; and Enhanced are the tri- 
umphs of peace participated with those whose virtue 
and valour so largely contributed to procure them. 
To that virtue and valour, your country has confessed 
her obligations. Be mine the grateful task to add the 
testimony of a connexion which it was my pride to 
own in the field, and is now my happiness to acknow- 
ledge in the enjoyments of peace and freedom. 
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** RegnlaUnir your conduct by tlioie principles which 
have heretofore governed your ectiouf as men, ■oldieis* 
and citizens, you will repeat the obligations conferred 
on your country, and you wUl transmit to posterity an 
example that must command their admiration and 
grateful praise. Long may you continue to enjoy the 
endearments of paternal attachment and the heartfiilt 
liappiness of reflecting that you have fiiithfully done 
your duty. 

" While I am permitted to possess the consdonsneas 
of this worth, which has long bound me to you by 
every tie of affection and esteem, I will continue to 
be your sincere and (aithful friend." 

The first diplomatick transaction of the Preaident 
was with the Indian tribes. He conceived it to be 
ins policy to ** cultivate an intimate intercourse with 
the Lidians upon principles calculated to advance their 
happiness, and to attach them firmly to the United 
States." 

With these views he early opened negotiations with 
them, and the interests of several of the states being 
cslosely connected with treaties that might be made, he 
asked, during the first session of Congress, the adviee 
of the Senate upon questions that were at issue. 

The first attempt to establish a peace with the Creek 
Indians failed. M'Gillivray, their Chief, was the son 
of a white man, and his resentment had been keenly 
excited against the state of Georgia by the confisca- 
tion of lauds which his father had holden ; and more 
particularly by the claim of that government to a large 
tract on the Oconee in virtue of an Indian purchase, 
the validity of which the Creek nation denied. Ge« 
neral Lincoln, Mr. Griffin, and Colonel Humphries 
were deputed Commissioners to negotiate with the 
Creeks in the summer of 1789. They met M'Gilli- 
vray wiUi other Chiefs, and about two thousand of the 
tribe at Rock landing, on the Oconee, on the firontiera 
pi Georgia. Although first appearances promised 
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soMMi to th« aiii«ioii,yet ITOUliTnjmddMbly brolu 
off the sofotwtioa fin: the oitennbie ntmm of « da- 
p«te about boondarios, but raatty, mm wm ropp oo od y 
tbroof h the uifluence of the Spanuh goTenunent. 

The utoation of the United States in their rektioii 
with the Indiana beeame more and more critical and 
embarraaaing, and war was threatened with all the 
txibea from Canada, to Louisiaaa. The danger wae 
the more formidable from the aupposition that the 
jealoitaieaof the Indiana were excited by the intrigues 
of British.and Spanish agents, and that an Indian war 
would probably lead to hostilities with those powers. 

Ardently desiroiu to secure the frontiers ^nm ih» 
honours of Indian warfiure, the President again at- 
tempted to negotiate with the Creeks, without com- 
mit^ng the dignity of gorermnent. He sent Oolo- 
WiUett, a gallant revolutionary officer, into their cown- 
try, apparently upon private business ; but fiumaahed 
with credentials, to be used if he found M*OiIiirray 
disposed for peace. -This second mission proved sue- 
cenfiil. M'Qillivray and a number of Creek Chiefr 
were induced to repair to New-Tork, where negotia- 
tions were immediately opened, and a treaty soon e«» 
tablished; although the Secretary of East Florida caaM 
to New-Tork with a large sum of money, under a pre- 
tence of purchasing flour, but in fret to prevent M'Gil* 
Itvray from treating. 

The attempt to establish peace with the Tmliaw of 
the Wabash and the Miamis did not terminate so sue-* 
oessfuUy. The American settlers on that frontier oon- 
tiaued to suffer from their hostilities, and all appear- 
ances indicated, that they could be brought into a pa* 
cifick disposition, only by being made themselves. to 
ftel the miseries <^ war. 

The PreMdent was decidedly of the opinion that on 
the faibare of negotiation, a military fiNree should be 
employed in their country, which their united power 

^ not suoeessfrilly resist, aqd which should b« ade« 
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fiute tQ the oonquMt of their towns, and the deetrae* 
lion of their TiUafee. Thii, he conceived, policy, 
•eonomy, end humanity dictated. But Congreea, in 
their mihtary eitebliihment, did not meet hie Tiewai 
and at the moment be gave hie aanction to the bill, he 
entered in his private jonmal, that he did not conceive 
the military establishment was adequate to the ezi- 
gence of the government, and to the protection it wie 
intended to afford. 

For the sake of a connected view of Indian afiairs, 
we will in this place give a narrative of subsequent 
transactions, although we shall be carried out of the 
cMrder of time in which events took place. 

The attempt to negotiate with the Indians north- 
west of the Ohio having proved abortive, the Presi- 
dent conceived himself bound to use the means Con- 
gress had put into his hands to protect the frontiers ; 
and accordingly General Harmar was sent in Septem* 
ber 1791, into the Indian territories with a fi>rce, con- 
sisting of about three hundred regular troops and 
eleven hundred mUitia of Pennsylvania and Kentucky, 
with orders to bring the Indians if possible to action, 
and to destroy their settlements on the waters of the 
Seioto and Wabash. 

The Savages avoided an engagement with the main 
body of the American army, but with great spirit at- 
tacked a strong detachment which had pursued them, 
and killed several valuable officers. Harmar destroyed 
their settlements, but afforded no protection to the 
frontiers. Several smaller expeditions with various 
success were made into the Indian country, and in the 
autumn of 1791 Major General St. Clair marched a 
force of near two thousand effective men into their 
territories, and on the fourth of November was attack- 
ed and totally defeated by them. 

The President, apprehending that the success of the 
Indians, and the booty they had gained, would have in- 
fluence to bring other tribes into the war, conceived 
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that the honour of the nation was concerned to retrieTe 
the American loeses, and to nSotd protection to the 
frontier!. St. Clair resigning his commission, Geneitl 
Wayne was appointed his successor. The President 
lost no time in laying before Congress an estimate of 
such a military force, as he thought would be adequate 
to the object ; and they at length acceded to his pro* 
posal. While these preparations were ripening, much 
complaint was made of the war, and the President was 
induced, rather from a desire to convince the country 
that successful warfare was the only means of peace, 
than from any expectation of success in the mission, 
to send Colonel Harden and Major Trueman, two 
valuable officers and worthy men, into the Indian 
country, to attempt negotiation ; but they were both 
murdered. On the 20th of August, 1794, Ctoneral 
Wayne brought the Indians to an engagement, to- 
tally defeated them, and destroyed their country tm 
the Miamis. 

This action was decisive : it deterred other tribes 
from entering into the war, and induced the Miamis 
themselves to treat for peace. On the 3d of August, 
a treaty was entered into by General Wayne with the 
Indians northwest of the Ohio, which ended all hostiH-^ 
ties, quieted the fears of the frontiers, and gave univer- 
sal satisfaction. 

As early as 1789, the President received authentiek 
intelligence, that Spanish agents were intriguing with 
the inhabitants of the Western country, to seduce 
them from their allegiance to the United States. Re- 
presentations were made them in the name of the 
government of Spain, that wliile they were connected 
with the Atlantick States, the navigation ^f the BGs- 
sissippi would be denied them ; but if they would as- 
sume an independent government, the river should be 
opened, and tiieir independence supported. 

In 1794, Spain, suffering herself the evils of war, 
was inclined to treat with the United States. She 



J 



19«a^.] UEE OF WAOUHOTOH. W 

lafeimstad by Imt miniatAM, that the •ttqiMlttt of h«r 
court forbid her to treat with Mr. Short, the Ametms 
Mtident at Madrid, yet a higher diplomatick charadter 
wroHld he accredited, and negotiatione immediate^ 
opened with him. The Preaident placed foU oetefi* 
dence in Mr. Short, but ho thought it policy to meet 
the fidendly prc^sitiona of Spain, and in November 
wnaiiiated Mr. Pinckney to be the American Minirtet 
lit that Ck>art. In the course of the next eammer, Mr» 
Pinckney repaired to Madrid, and on the 20th of Oote* 
her, 1795, a treaty waa signed between him and the 
Spanish oommisnoners, which happily terminated th« 
controversy reapecUng boundary lines, and the navigft* 
tion of the Mississippi to the satis&ction of the natios. 
( On. the 8th of January, 1790, the President met 
Congress' at their second session. 

In his speech he congratulated them on the aneeeas 
of their measures, and recommended a variety of nft* 
tional objects to their serious attention. Among theaey 
Use following are the principal. Provision for national 
defence; the means of holding intercourse with fi>^ 
reign nations ; establishing a rule of naturalizatbn ] 
vniformity in the currency, weights, ajid measitres of 
the United States ; aiki the promotion of ecience end 
Uteratuzi. 

. '' Knowledge," he observed, *< is m every eovntry 
the surest basis of publick happiness. In one, in whii^ 
tto measures of government reeeive their impresaions 
eo immediaiely £rom the sense of the eommuiii^ M in 
•«re,.itis preportionahly easentiaL'^ And he cendudad 
with the feUowing aasuranoes. 

^* I shall derive great setteftction in ce»flperating with 
yoiL in the pifaeing though arduous task of ensuring te 
eur fellow ettizens the blessings which they have a 
right to eipect from a free, efficient, and equal govern* 
ment." 

The answers of the Senate and the House of Re« 
^reoentatives were cordial and respectful, and promised 

Vol. n. 10 
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ft eoMliMiMM of hanrnmy MwMnJthe £zectitiT« wmA 

Lefkbttxire. 

In this MMion of Coni^rMi, the Sooretary of Um 
TroMwy fint raported those fiscal airaagomeata m 
rmpport of publiek credit, which, in their pfograw to 
estahlishmontj were the* ocoasi«m of warm and ani- 
Mated debates in the Legislature, fully displayed tba 
tfseordanoe of pditical opinion among the memberSf 
and excited that party spirit which has since convolaed 
tlM United States. 

The President readily ga;re his sanction to these &k 
eal eatablishments of the Legislature, yet by this act 
be seemed not to lose the good opinion of the <9posi- 
taen ; the blame and odium fell upon the Secretary ci 
the 'Treasury, and upon the northern federal membera 
of Congress. 

The incessant application to business had a viaiblo 
efieet upon the constitution of the President, and at 
tys period he was for a second time attacked with « 
vielrat disease, which put his life in imminent dangef • 
At the close of the session, therefore, he determine^ 
to give himself a short relaxation in a visit to Mouml 
Vernon. He first made a tour to Rhode-Island, whic% 
not being then in the Union, had not been included in 
his visit to New-England ; and at Newport and Provi- 
dence he received every attention which affection and 
respect could dictate. 

This retirement was of essential service to- his 
health, and at the close of autumn he returned to Phi« 
ladelphift to meet the Le|rialature; to which plae* 
Congress had adjourned, at the dose of the year 1290. 
At ^is time the President noticed the rising distxirb- 
aaoes in £arope, and advised to those precaatioaMiiy. 
measures, wliich had a tendoiey to secure, to the 
United States the benefit of. their commerce. Men-t 
tioning to the House the sufficiency of the establisfaad 
revenue to the purposes to which it was appropriated, 
he expressed his hope. '' that it would be a favounte 
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f^hcf wiUi them nut merely to Moure tlie iwiateet of 
the debt funded, but u far, and aa fiuit aa the gnnmig 
iMonreea of the eomiify will permit, to exonenle it 
«r tile prineipal itaelf." The addnM waa ehMad te 
Hke foBowin^ m^reanve manner. 

** In pBnming the vmriena and weighty bnaiaaMi of 
tiie preaent aeaaion, I indulge the fnUeat pwanaalea 
that your consuliatioiia wiU be marked with wiadMty 
and animaled by the love of eooatry. In whatoter 
bekmgs to my dnty , you shall have all the co-qieratioa 
v^ieh an nndinwwiahed xoal for ita welfare ean impire. 
It will be happy for ns both, and our beat reward, if 
by aanceeaafiil administration of our respective tiMta, 
we can make the establiidied government more aad 
more instramental in promoting the good of our 
fellow citizens, and more and more the object of. theic 
attachment and confidence." 

• The respect and confidence of tiie Legiaktnve ia 
^iB Executive appeared on this occasion witiiout dimi^ 
notion ; although one of the measures of the Preai- ' 
dent was fbr the first time condemned. A member 
ftom Georgia pronounced the treaty with the Creek 
IndKans to be a violatjion of the rights of that state. 

In this session of Congress the Bank of the United 
States was est^idied. Its constitutionality had been 
ittmffy argued in the Legislative body, and came be* 
ftre the Executive as a question involving the highest 
intioiial interest. It was reviewed in the Cabinet with 
the driiberatkm it merited. The Council, on this oe- 
oaden, aa^on most others, were divided. Mesara. Jef' 
fiweon^ and Randolph expressed aa their decided of»- 
nion that the law was unconititutioaal. Measri. 
fibinilton and Knox were fully convinced of ita oonati* 
ttttioMlity. The Preaideut called upon each memhet 
of his Council for the reasons of his opinion in wntivg. 
Tiwse he maturely weighed, and being conviBoed him* 
self *that the law was eonstitutioiial, put his sjf—tuwa 
toH. 
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. FimMmiI Wa^skbtsvo* hrnxg «Md« tli« MMMwqr 
ianiifiiiieatey tad «|»poi»tod an £xM«ttt9 Comnl to 
■AtMid to the bunneip^f tiM govmnMirt, ioM Aftm 
te flkse of thft aenicHiy coniMencod a joiiiaiay lo dM 
8«alten8tatM. On hk way ho ftoppeA at Um Potaf 
wmtik, and* pvisBaBi to the powora with wfakh Ob«« 
gfoaa had vaoted Ubi» max hod oat the Mt« of the Foito« 
lal Gily, denfaad aa the pwrmaneiit aeat of govom* 
nMttt. IntiiaeoiinoofthiatoashaneovradtfaeBBil* 
lineal Oispfaaoioiiaof love aad Tanoiatioii fo hia oha* 
iMbart aad of ecmiktoiioo ia hia fammmoiity whiak hirf 
kad eocpoiieiioad in hia northem oircnil. And ho do« 
Bfod front aatidactien in eontemplilinf the impwunn 
Manta of tho coontxy^ and romarking the ovidoBOoa oT 
attachment to the Federal Qovonamont. Tho ftduiga 
OKcitad hf thia jovrnoy are fbUy espieiaad in tho fol- 
lowing letter, written after hia lotnm to Philada^faHU 

^ In my late tour thiough tho Southern Statea, I ood* 
pariaaead great aatia&etion in aeeing the good offifaefen 
of tho general government in that part of tim tiniaB^ 
Tho people at large hacwe felt tho aecnrity whiak H 
gireoy and the oqnal jnatiee whieh it adminiatora to 
tbaa. Tho Fwmer, the Merchant, and the MaohA» 
nick, have aeon their aeveral interaata attended to^ awA 
itam thenee they nnito in plaeing a eonfideneo in thaili 
Kopraaentativea, aa well aa in those in whoao hands 
Ihe'eneontion of the lawa ia pfaieod. Indnatry haa diaiw 
lafcon plaoo of idlenaea, and ooonomy of i1iam[iotioni 
Two at thvae yaara of good eiopa, and a ready marioil 
ftr Iko prodoeo of thoir landis have pot ovoiy onn m 
mmonr; and inaomo inataooaa, thay avoa im* 
to the govomnent whot m dna only to tho fooA« 
mmv€ ProvidoBoo. 

"« Tiia ootMUmantof pttbfiak orodHiaan ianHHMn* 
piMfainodinopraitknaloonconia. Thialhdiioaw 
oj te ooda the expeotation of the moat aaagniae amttiip 
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iit } and a hit« inttanee, anparaDeled in thia ttms^, 
haa been i^Yen of the confidence fepoaed in our flftea* 
Miree; by the ra|Mditj with which the anbeeripHena to 
the Banlc of the United Btatea were filled. In Iwe 
lAMirs alter the books were opened by the commiaaloB- 
•re, the whole nnnber of aharea were taleen np, alii 
ikna thousand more applied fbr than were allowed by 
the inatitution. This eirenmstance was not oidy pleaa> 
ing as it related to the confidehoe in ^▼enunwit, but 
nleo as it exhibited an nnezpected proof of the re- 
Aovirces of onr citiaens." 

The hearts of all Americans were with Oenend 
Washhiotoiv at this period; but notwithstandin|f 
tlitoae pvdl^fick appearances, there was in ftet mveli 
botftffity to the government at the Southward. 

On the d4th of Oct^>er, 1791, the President met the 
ieeond Congress in the established form. 
' During this session a great national ^piestion caaAe 
httdte the Legislature which the Prerident wa* com* 
^Med ultimately to decide. 

• The constitution provides that there shall not be 
flwre than one Representative to thirty thousand in- 
Miitants. An enumeration having been made, the 
House of Representatives passed a biU providing ibr 
eaehetnte to send one Representative fiir every tMrty 
tiRmsand of its population. This ratio in^veveral in* 
ttsneei leaving a large fraction, operated uneqilally dn 
the small states. The Senate , to cure the evil^ assumed 
ar new prin4$i|)ile of apportionment. They found the 
wliele population <^ the United States, and, dividing thi* 
aggregate number by thirty thousand, took the quo- 
tient as ihe number of Representatlvee, and then i^ 
pettieiiid this number upon the sevend states aeeoMt* 
iitg to their population ; to which the Henae eonewrMd. 
Wheh the Prend^nt had the biU belbre him Ibr Ma 
iSsiflHiani he took the opinion of te CiMatot uprni the 
•iMMiMlimialfty of the arraagenfent. Mr. JefoMOK 
Ifr. RaiidoH>k bought the bill WMonatltiitloMk 
10* 



GmmmI KaiK was lUidftfiiBva. aad GnloAiri Hftayiti^ 
•mAMVAd tin! tliA- aTlifiiiMlfin a£ tlM Oomtiti^^Hi 
wl^ Im awUad to tbft UnitoA 0tatM» or to tiM 4 
itifpr, tad Uiovght it bait to coinoide with th» 
itniiliim of thm JUgialatim. Aftor do* doUlwntiwi^ 
liM Pfwidwit tkmflii the Uli iinconstitiilioiM^iMril 
wt hantatiiit to do hi« duty, he ratniiMd itwithth* 
fidleiRBff irhjfftiiMn 

*^ Q-MTUUfXH OF THB 

WOUM OF BXFBXIXNTATITSB) 

" I have maturely conaidered the act} paaaad ky the 
two Hooaea, entitled < an act fi>r the appoitionmeiit of 
K^pceaentativea among the aeveral atatea acoordimf 
to the fint enmneratioa/ and I return it to your Hoveei^ 
wherein it originated, with the idUowing ^jectioBK* 

MFint, The ConaUtntion hea preaeribed that Re- 
preaentatlTea ahall be apportioned among the aavenil 
alataa aeeording to their reipectiTo nnmbera, and there 
ia no proportion or diviaion which, implied to the s*^ 
qiective munbera of the atatee, will yiald the wUBk99 
mod allotment of Repreaentativea pvopoaed by the US. 

** Secondly, The ConatUntion haa alao provided, thit 
the number of Repreaentativea ahall not exceed oMi 
Ibr thirty thooaand, which reatriotion ia by ftir and eh^ 
Tieaa conatmcCion» to be applied to the aepante end 
reepeotive nwnbera of the atatea, and the bill hea eUol« 
tad to eight of the atatea mere than one &r thk^ 
thonaand." 

The adopted mode waa in OMMqaeaee cf the dioi 
aa«t of the ExeeutiTe laid aeide, «nd, in e new MU, • 
RepreaentatiTe for every thir^-thiee thonaaad tooaeli 
alale wna eabBtitated. 

The tot P r eeid en cy of General WAignwroiichmd 
withoQt other eeemencea of great magmtodo. Th* 
hMfteieaion of the aeoond Congreaa waa violitti end 
im pa a ai o n e d , ami the aeambera a^ereled ia e utelt «^ 
greet MtMiMi, baft neither they nor their nnnitiininnte 
hiA teyet inw^Bted the motilpet of the rrelldii^ 



lM«d of f»vexB«i«4, Iiis M|Niiatini nmiit mm pMi 
tb#oidMl «f party oinfliel. He hud dfltarauiMA t^ 
fUttluw Ukif A O Mrt id« t i > £ir tke Pwadmey «ft « 
WMfnd •iMtiflAyWid to this pwrpoM^kAd vnttm ft 
f l i iirt tt r y addsMi to tbe Awumouk peopto ; Uil tlM 
ctalioftl iUrte of tba eonoAiy, aad tlM orgmt ■ntwatittf 
«f lus inuadt indnoed htm to xo]iiu|nMli the 
tian* 



CHAPTER Xn. 



6mtv«l Wadlaafton w^teetod PiwidMit— StiUa <ir Pm Uw JM i j * 
0ion in the Cabiaeir— The President endeavoun to promote wdtm 
^-Inlhienee of the French SewIation-^-lfeBsaret to ■eeurd tb§ 
|«o«tr»tity of the United Statee in the Wm betiran Fimnos u4 
JEIngland — Mr. Genet^s illegal practices — ^He insults the Gtovonn 

•''inent->Tbe Eixeeative restriete him— He nppmiM to the PlBoplo— 

. They wpport the Adnunistration— The Pniidmt detoraiinM t|» 
arrest Oenet— He is recalled — ^Negotiation with Britain—Insur* 

' loeta<m in PemMylvanio->-Democratiek Soeieties-^-Britlsh Treaty 
■ CiOBunooioation between the Fiench BzeoatiTO and the Lefio«' 
lature of the United States — The President refuses to the Houm 
«f Repreeentativie the Papers respecting IHplomatiek traneae- 
iioa0-*His iatefpoeitiopi in lavovr of the Marquie La Fayott*** 
Takes the Son of the Marquis under his Protection and Piatro- 
aase. 

179^7. Wbxit the oonetitiitioiwl poxiod ansLvML 
fiir the re-election of a Pre«ide]it» it appeased, thii 
General WAunnoTOM bad a eecond time tlie iumuu*' 
moiu sufiiage of his country for tf is exalted oiBoek 
He entered upon ite dqliee in the preepect, that tk0 
tdminietration of the goTemment woold be ^fHndtd 
with aocomulated difficulty. 

The character of the American peteiot ia with lelne* 
tanoe blended in theee peg ee with ereate of a loeal or- 
lemporaary natmre* It ia pain&l to reieet^that Ub fiiir 
lin^ w«e eyenler a moment enlHed by the lb«l bfesthi 
of calumny. The pen is indignant to xeoosd fibergeei 
Igwnel hie henoor «ad hie pateietinn, ofangae wUeh 
their antheve knew to be unfounded and which wereft 
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mrnUt mSkf to aMW«r the pvrpoiM of a porlf . But it 
m impoMible to postny tho wi«dom» the BnuMm^ mai 
luntdence which were dtf^pUyed duriag hie eeeond P^e« 
eidencj, or to ihow the good fortune whiefa «tfteiide4 
it, without brinfiag into dietinct riew the cireumiltti- 
eee onder whioh he acted. Without a knowledge of 
the diffienltieB which he sunnoantedy and the oppoM* 
tion which he conquered, pocterity will have no ade* 
qnate conception of the merits of this period of hie ad* 
ministration. 

The difference of political opinion arising firom pur* 
suits of personal ambition, from discordant views of 
nations! and state policy, and from the danger to be 
apprehended fromUie encroachments of democracy, or 
from the abuse of power in the constituted govern' 
ment, had, since the establishment of the Federal Con- 
stitution regularly increased in strength and asperity. 
It had appeared in all the important debates of Con* 
gress, had pervaded every part of the United StatSjSy 
and under its influence, two political parties were by 
this time fully established, and nearly balanced ; the 
one the warm advocates, the other the determined o^ 
ponents of the measures of the government. 

Although the President had readily given his sanc- 
tion to those acts of the government which had agitat- 
ed in the highest degree the passions of parties, yet 
there was that in his character which forbade his po- 
litical enemies to'denominate him the head of a party. 
He had strong hold of the affections and confidence of 
the great masd of his countrymen, and the most dar- 
ing of the oppositionists thought it as yet impolitick 
to assail his patriotism ; but a crisis was evidently ap- 
proaching, when he would be under the necessity of 
putting his personal influence to hazard, of sabjeotin^ 
himself to the obloquy of a virulent party, and of ent- 
taining the assault of disappointed ambition. 
> Unfortunately the spirit of political controversy wad 
division which agitated the nation, entered th# Cahi* 
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mt of th« EaeotttiTe, and dwoovend ftielf in tkwMl 
0f«iy irapoftant fabjeet that was salmiHtad to tMr 
diMiiianmi. Mr. Jaflbnon and Mr. Hamiftoii wiire 4ft- 
tmaOf oppoaad to eaeli «tlier on almoat all important 
atttkntal qneatioiH. TUa oppoaitioa hmng fraqueiitly 
warmed hy tha ooHiaioii of debate, finally aattlad into 
implaeable pofitiealand paraooal animoaty. The Pre- 
sident noticed this hostility between his connaeHora 
with gtiaf and mortification ; and vnwilHnf ta part 
with either, lie andeayoored to reooneile them, in a 
Idllaf addraaied to tha Sacretary of State in Aofaat 
l!798, after atating the erttkal aitaation of the UaitM 
Blatea, wHh respect to fiareign natiooa, he thoa ftal« 
kigly toochad upon the animosity that ekiatad in tha 
Cibinat. 

** How nnfortnnate, how mnch to be regretted then, 
Hmt while we are enoompassed on all sides with avow* 
ed enemies, and insidious friends, internal dissennona 
rilonld be harrowing abd tearing our vitals. The last, 
to me, is the moat serions, the most alarming, and tha 
aaoat afflicting of the two ', and withovt mora charity 
for the opinions of one another in goYemment matters^ 
^somo more in&llible criterion by which the troth 
of speenlatiTe opinions, before they have vndergone 
tSbe test of experience, are to be fbrejndged than haa 
yet faSen to the lot of ftllibiUty, I beUeve it wiU ba 
^Bfficnh if not impracticable to manage tha reins of 
government, or keep the parts of it together; ^il^ 
iXiBtead of laying our shoulders to the machine, after 
meamires are decided on, one pnlla this way, and 
another that, before the utility of the thing ia fUrly 
tri*ed, it must inevitably be torn aaunder ; and in my 
apiftion, the fairest proepeet of happiness and proi^^ 
rHy that ever was presented to man, will be lost, par* 
hapa fi>r eVdr. 

<* My earnest wirii and fondest hope thara&ra iv, 
tiiat instead of wounding antpicions, and irritating 
#hai^e», there may b« libwal allowaneea, mutual for* 
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beuincM, and temporizing yielding on ail ddev. Vwf 
dm tiie exereise of thete, matten wiH go on amootii|r, 
and if possible, more prosperously. Without theiBy 
eyery thing must rub ; the wheehi of govemment wiH 
dog; our enemies will triumph; and by throwing 
their weight into the dtsafieeted soale, may aeoom- 
plish the ruin of the goodly fabrick we have been 
erecting. 

" I do not mean to apply this advice, or these obser- 
vations; to any particular person or character. I hate 
given them in the same general terms to other officeie 
of the government, because^ the disagreemoits ^Hiich 
have arisen from difference of f^inions, and the attacks 
which have been made upon ahnost all the measures 
of government, and most of its executive officers, have 
for a long time past filled me with painful sensations, 
and cannot fail, I think, of producing- unhappy conse* 
quences, at home and abroad." 

To a letter of Mr. Jefferson's, in winch he endear 
vonred to prove, that although he wished to amend, 
yet he had advocated the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution, the President thus replied. 

** I did not require the evidence of the estraets 
which yon enclosed me, to convince me of your attach- 
ment to the constitution of the United States, or of 
your disposition to promote the general welfiure of this 
country ', but I regret, deeply regret, the difference ef 
opinion which has arisen, and divided you and another 
principal officer of the government ; and wish devoutly 
there could be an accommodation of them by mutual 
yieldings. 

** A measure of this sort would prodiMse harmony 
and consequent good in our publick Councils ; and 
the contrary will inevitably produce confusion and se- 
rious mischieft; and for what? Because mankind 
cannot see alike, but would adopt different means to 
obtain the same end. For I will frankly and solemnly 
ieelare, that I believe the views of both to be pan 
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and well mecnt, and that experiaaca only wiU daai4a 
wUli rei^eet to the aalobrity of the maaaoiaa which 
are the subject of tfaia di^>ute. Why then, when 
Off the beat citizens of the United States, man of 
eanunent, uniform and tried patriots, who have no 
Biaister viaws to promote, but are chaste in their ways 
•f thinking and acting, are to be found, some on one 
aide, and some on the other of the questions which 
have caused these agitations ; why should either of 
you be so tenacious of your opinions as to make no al- 
lowance for those of the other ? 

'* I could, and indeed was about to add more on this 
interesting subject, but will forbear at least for the 
present, after expressing a wish that the cup which 
has been presented to us may not be snatched &on 
oor lips by a disccMrdance of action, when I am persuad- 
ed that there is no discordance in your yiews. I 
have a great and sincere esteem for you both ; and 
ardently wish that some line could be marked out, by 
which both of you could walk." 

These serious endeavours of the President produced 
not their desired effect. The hostility of the two Se- 
cretaries remained in full force. The Attorney Gene- 
ral almost without exception coincided in opinion with 
Mr. Jefierson ; the Secretary of War generally accord- 
ed in judgment with Colonel Hamilton, and of conse- 
quence the President was deprived of the proper ad- 
vice of his Council. But he possessed in a degree 
which few' other men ever did, the &cuUy to suspend 
his own judgment on every important subject, until 
he had exhausted every source of information, and had 
foUy wMghed the opinions of those about him. He 
aurly established it as a maxim nevet to give his opi- 
nion on any important question, until the moment that 
a decision was necessary, and from a rigid adherence 
to this maxim, on many critical occasions he. derived 
angular advantage. In deliberating upon national 
sabjects submitted to him as the Supreme Executive, 
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km mppmnd to be tnmi, above the vaAmoD^ eC- put 
maaMf pnjudioe^ a&d every peemitl and iootX oiUHi- 
iliratkMi; vtd bavui|f given eveiy eireoaieteMe ilP 
w«iglrty«to 4eoide froa the dielaleeof pure iaftafl^ 
fenee. 

Thii waa the pelkicid aituation of the United Stated 
when the Freneh revelation had made aneh pcegrav 
aa to aeqnire an influence over the feelioge and the 
ientimenta of the American people, and to rendes Ahl 
diplomatick ooncema of tiie government with tbttt 
country critical and embanaaaing. 

My. Monria, the American Idiniater at Pariiy iiith 
much diaerimimition noticed the aurpriaing ev«atetkit 
were daily taking place in France, and tranamitted a 
aiinute account of them to the Prendent ; but whOa 
waiting for inatructionB, he cautioualy avoided eottr 
mitting the government of hia own country. 

On the deposition of the Monarch, with all thi 
t^loody and ferocioua deeds which accompanied it, thi 
President gave Mr. Morris the following informaiioa 
ibr the direction of hia ministerial conduct. The eadst- 
ing administration in France waa to be acfcnowledgoA{ 
aa every nation postesses an ii^ierent right to aettila 
the frame of its own government, and to manage Wf 
internal concema ; that the United Stactes woidd pune- 
taally^pay the debt due to France, and wooldfumiahany 
ai^pttea to 8t. Demhigo that the parent coimtry mtcht 
liesire. Mr. Morria waa directed to aaanrQ FranOf 
I «f tlie friendly disposition of the United 8tate«» ani 

that every opporttmity woold be embraced to pvomi^lf 
Imrwvtfaie. 

Attached to repnblioan prtneipka, tin Preaidiit 
ibudly hoped that the atniggle in FranM would •tormfr* 
naie in a free gov^nunent ; but hie partiality to^waidii 
the new order of things in that country, was not S9 
great aa to render him forgetful that the md given to 
America was afforded by the fidlen king, or unmindfU 
that he was the head of bis own nation^ whose- inde- 
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pcadcBM aod proq^rily he o«ght Id hM in highirr 
Uttiwutionthii the iatoreit of • lbfei(pi people. 

TIm pnfQdicM and paitiaUtie* of the Ameriean peo* 
pie tonrefde Bngknd and France, excited by the revo- 
liitioiiary contest, had not at thia period wholly aobaid* 
ad,aa^the oonunencement of war between reg^»§ratBd 
VnmB9 and the Mmiarcha of Europe, operated upon 
their feelinga lihe a shock of electricity. Reason and 
jadgmeni seemed to be laid aside, and notlung was 
heard bat the language of posaion. Without itM|Hirtny 
which nation was the first aggressor, Amerioans oonld 
only see a nomber of despots combined against a aister 
BepnUick, Tirtooosly struggling toestablieh her li« 
hartj*. Their national vanity was flattered by the 
permuuBon that the spark which lighted the flame of 
Ubeity in France, was taken &om their altar, or, in 
the language of Dr. Franklin, ** the French hftTing 
serTod an apprenticeship in America, set up for them* 
selves in Europe." 

If a few individuals, more cool, doubted the tendency, 
and dreaded the issue of the commotions in France, 
they were generally denominated aristocrats, the ene« 
miM of equal liberty, and the enemies of their own 
Mutttry. 

-AUhoagh there was no intention in the body of ' 
American citisens to involve the United States in a 
vari yet they generally discovered an ardent inelina- 
ftion to grant those favours to France, which must ina* 
fitahly lead to a state of hostility. 

The PresidenI was at Mount Vemon on some urgent 
private buainess, when the intelligence of the deolarap 
Him of war between France and F«nglaiid reached the 
United States, Perceiving the importance of the eri- 
iie^ he with haste rotumed to the seat of government. 
On the day which succeeded that of his arrival, April 
17, 1793, he addressed the following letter to the mem- 
beiB of his Calnnet, for their solemn deliberatians. 

" The posture <^ aflairs in Europe, particularly be- 
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twMB FMuiee and Chreai Britain, pkeea the Uaitad 
Statof in a dislioale atnation, and nqoiraa wach eon- 
sidention of the measures which will be proper fix 
them to observe in the war between thoee powers. 
With a view to forming a general plan of eondvot fat 
the Ezectttiye, I have stated and enclosed sundry ipum- 
lions to be considered, preparatory to a meeting at 
my house to-morrow, where I shall expect to see yw 
at 9 o'clock, and to receive the result of your reflec- 
tions thereon. 

" Question I. Shall a proclamation issue for the 
purpose of preventing interferences of the citiienscf 
the United States in the war between France and 
Great Britain, &c. ? Shall it contain a declaration of 
neutrality or not .' What shall it contain ? 

** Question II. Shall a minister from the RepuUick 
of France be received ? 

" Question III. If received, shall it be absolnftelyi or 
with qualifications, and if with qualifications, of what 
kind? 

« Question IV. Are the United Sutes obliged by 
good faith to consider the treaties heretofore mads 
with France, as applying to the present situation of 
the parties ? May they either renounce them or hoU 
them suspended until the government of France shall 
be ettaMiBked f 

a Question V. If they have the right, is it expedi^ 
ent to do either ? And which ? 

'< Question VI. If they have an option, would it 
be a breach of neutrality to consider the treaty still in 
operation f 

*^ Question VII. If the treaties are to be eonsidefed 
as now in operation, is the gui^antee in the treaty of 
alliance applicable to a defensive war only, or to war 
either offensive or defensive ? » 

^ Question VIII. Does the war in which France is 
engaged appear to be offensive or defensive on her 
port ? Or of a mixed and equivocal character ? 
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« QoeiaoD IX. If of a mixed and aifiiifocal akft- 
raeter, doaa the giuuraiiftee in any event apply to siwh 
a war? 

" Question X. What ia the effect of a guarantee, 
mch as that to be found m the treaty of alliance be- 
tween the United States and France ? 

*' Question XI. Does any article in either of the 
ttvaties prevent ships of war, other than privateers, 
<^ the powers opposed to France, from coming into 
the ports of the United States, to act as convoys to 
their own merchantmen ? Or does it lay any other re- 
straints npon them more than would apply to the ships 
of war of France ? 

^Question XII. Should the future Regent of 
France send a minister to the United States ; ought 
he to be received? 

<' Question XIII. Is it necessary or adviseahle to call 
together the two Houses of Congress with a view to 
tiie present posture of European affairs ? If it is, what 
should be the particular objects of such a call ?" 
' On some of these questions he had already made up 
fais mind, as appears from his communications to Mr 
Morris, but he thought it expedient to take a view of 
the whole subject. 

At the proposed meeting, the CaUnet unanimously 
recommended to the President to issue a Prockmatioa 
of Nentraiity, forbidding the citizens of the United 
States to engage in any act of hostility against either 
of the belligerent powers, or to carry either of them 
attieles, contraband of war, and requiring them to re- 
frain from all acts, unfriendly towards nations with 
whom the United States were at peace. This Pro- 
elsmation the President immediately issued. 

It was unanimously recommended to the President 
to receive a Minister from the French Republick. The 
Cabinet was also united in the opinion, that it was in- 
expedient to call Congress together. On the other 
questions the usual difference of sentiment existed. 

f 
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Tke Bwwtaiy ef State tad the Attoniagr Qtmnwl 
oonoMTed that th» chiukgw ia the go^remawnl of 
France made no eaaential difference in the relatioit of 
the two nations ; but that in ail reapecU the inler- 
oenrae should proeeed on princij^es oataWiehed wiiii 
the monarchy. The Secretaries of the Tiesiory «ad 
of War, admitted the right of a nation to change the 
ferm of ita government at will, but denied its n^ to 
invoWe other nations in all the oonsequenees of alterar 
tions they might be disposed to make. The eonndr 
aions of France they thought threatened dangers to 
nations in alliance with her, and maintained that the 
United States were at liberty to suspend the opention 
of treaties with that country, when it was necessary 
fiw their own safety. 

Messrs. Jefferson and Randolph also contended that 
it was inexpedient to come to any decision respecting 
the application' of the artiele of the guarantee to the 
present govemment. Messrs. Hamilton and Knox 
were of opinion that France being the aggressor, the 
war on her part was offensive, that the guarantee re- 
specting only defensive war, did not apply to the pi«- 
sent state of things. 

The President again required the reasons in writing 
of each <^pinion, and after due investigation establish- 
ed those maxims for the support of neutral righte, 
which he firmly, but temperately maintained througb 
the succeeding period of his administration; and whi^ 
amidst conflicto that prostrated the stablest pillars of 
European govemmente,preserved Ins country frem the 
miseries of war. 

In the state of the publick sentiment which we have 
noticed, Mr. Genet landed April 8th, 1793, at Charles- 
ton» South-Carolma, as the Minister of RepuUiean 
France. Ardent in the constitutional tenq»erament of 
his mind, inflated with the seal of a new eontetrt to 
the doctrine of liberty and equality, he ooooeived thai 
the enlightened world felt a high interest in the revo* 
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Mimi ef his ooimtrj, ind that every mun of tiftne 
WM diepoeed to espouse her oauee. Hie reoepitioii at 
CSitflestoii wu ealcniated to increiae his most saa- 
gmmtyiinwB, From the Supreme Magistrate of th* 
stet«, and from every class of citizens, he received 
wmrm expresslQiis of enthusiastick devotion to the new 
Repitbliok. Taking these as evidence of the general 
disposition of the American people, he did not wait to 
present his official letter to the Ezeeutivey and to be 
accredited by him ; but availing himself of the fkvour- 
aUe situation of Charleston to fit out privateers against 
the West Indian trade, he presumed to authorize the 
arming of ships in that port, and to give commissions 
to cruise against the commierce of a nation with whom 
the United States were at amity. Prizes taken by 
diese privateers were brought into American harbours, 
and French Consuls were opening Courts of Admi- 
ralty to eondemn them. 

From Charleston Mr» Genet travelled by land to 
Pbiladelf^ia, receiving in every part of his way the 
same ardent declarations of attachment to France. 
Although the unwarrantable conduct of Mr. Genet at 
Charleston was well known in Philadelphia, yet his 
entrance into the city was rendered pompous and tri- 
umphal, and ** crowds flocked from every avenue of 
the city to meet the Republican Ambassador of an 
aBied nation." On the day after his arrival, addresses 
were presented to him from particular societies, and 
from individual citizens, in which they expressed their 
exultation at the victories of France, and declared that- 
in their opinion, her success was essential to the saft- 
'ty of the American states. 

Ob the 18th of May he presented his credentials to 
th* President. These contained respectful sentiments 
towards the government of the United States, and 
abouadtd with devotions to the American people. 
The President received him in an open and ingenuous 
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■MHMr, Mi4 with aiaoMity tKprwwd haa vefwd Ar 
tlw Freneh utaon. 

Ib tkk cMfensM Mr. Q«i0i deeltftd tliat lib 
foven&Menl iMd no denra to engags tlit Unitod StetM 
in Ui« Eoropaan ww, bnl wuhed than to pamM ^Mir 
interatt; yot he peniftod in the exeioieeof hie 
power, end a French priTeteer ceptsred en 
£nglish merchantman within the Capea of the Dda^ 
were, while on hmr waj to the ocean. ThU priae be- 
ii^ teken in the waten of the United Statee^and thme- 
Ihfe under the control of the government, the Britiih 
niniater eompUuned of thia illicit proceeding, end de- 
manded reatitation of the pn^iertj onlawfolly tafcan 
ftom hia eoontrymen. 

The Cabinet vnanimoiuly agreed that the proceed- 
inga of Mr. Genet were not warranted by any eyinting 
treatiea between the two nationa, were therefiare tIqU- 
tiona of nentral righta, and that the goTomment ought 
to prevent the repetition of them. They alao a^p»ed 
that restitution ought to be made, of the prize tahen 
within the watera of the Delaware. Rei^Moting priaaa 
taken upon the high seas, in virtue of commiawowf 
ianied by Qenet, and brought into the American porta, 
the Cabinet were divided. Mr. JefEeraon and Mr. 
Randfdph held that the government waa under no ob- 
ligation to reatore them to their original ownefa. 
C^l<mel Hamilton and General Knox contended thai, 
to maintain an honeat neutrality, the United Strtea 
were bound to reatore the prizes. 

The President took time to deliberate on thoae pomta 
on which his Council were not agreed. 

Principlea in which they were united, he eatabliah- 
ed ; and directed the Secretary of State to give the 
nec e s sa r y infimnatien to the Miniatera of Frnee and 
Britain. 

Mr. Genet oomplained heavily of theae mlee of Ifaa 
American Govenment, aa a viohrtion of aeutial fi|^ 
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«ttd a» • breach of watf&ag tueatMt Iw tw — n the tew 
nBtioiw. 

In hift QMMBMitfl iqpoa theM tnatiea, lie ekoMd &r 
Fraaee every thing whkh the two netiooe had boeal 
themselTea net to grant to other oonntriea, eonvertiag 
negative at^olatiosa wMeh reapected otibar natione^ 
iiilo gvanta of poaitiTe privilegea to the contfeetlng 
pertiaa. 

He waa informed, that out of reapeet to hiniy the 
eobject had been reviewed in the Cabinet ; but thai 
tiie Preaideirt aaw no reaaon to change hia opioMB. 
Mr. Genet atill refbaed acqnieaeenoe, and aeemed te 
hnve entertained the expectation) tiiat he ahould be 
able 80 far to avail himaelf of the partiality of the 
Amerieana for France, aa to bend the AdminleUttloa 
to hie own porpoaee, or to overthrow it. 

Proeecntiona having been oimunenoed againat twe 
of the American citizena, whom Genet engaged at 
Oiarleaton, to cruise in the aerviee of France, he de- 
manded these men of the civil magistrate who had ar> 
reeted them, in the following very extraordinary lan- 



** I have this moment been informed that two offi- 
cers in the aerviee of the RepubBek of France, eitiiene 
Gideon Henfield and John Singletary, have been ar« 
coated on board the privateer of the French Republick, 
the Citizen Genet, and conducted to priaon. The 
crime laid to their charge, the crime which my miad 
cannot conceive, and which my pen almoat r^iaea to 
etate, ia the aervlng of France, and defending with her 
children the common j^orious cause of liberty. 

M Being ignorant of any positive law or treaty ^iHiieh 
deprivea Americana of tfaia privilege, and anthoriMe 
offieera of polioe arbitrarily to take marinera in the 
service of France from on board their veaaels, I etU 
upon your intervention, m^ and that of the President 
of Uie United States, in order to obtain the iaunedbdM 
releasement of the above mentioned offieera, who haire 
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•t^nifed by the Mntiiiiento aiilinatins Umbi, and kf 
the act of their engagement, tnteriour to erery act te 
the eontrazy, the right of French citiMns, if tiMy 
hare loet that of American cittzene." 

The Freiident conndered this ineolent demand aa 
an attack npaa the bononr and independence of the 
United Btatee ; but without noticing the intemperate 
language of the French Minister, he steadily pursued 
the publick intereet. 

The leading individuals of that portion of the Ame- 
ridLU peq[>le who had been opposed to the adoption of 
the National constitution, and were opposed to the 
measures of the Administration under it, in the par- 
tialities and prejudices manifested throughout the 
Union towards France and Great Britain, saw the 
probable means to weaken the confidence, and alienate 
the afiection which the citizens of the United States 
manifested towards the President ; and in this way to 
bring about a revolution in the national government 
In pursuance of this plan, the resentments and the en- 
thusiastick sympathies of the people were fostered ; 
and democratick societies, in imitation of the Jacobin 
Club in Paris, were formed. The victories of France 
were celebrated by feasts, bonfires, and other pubHck 
Njoieings. 

The measures adopted by the £zecutive to preserve 
the peace of the nation, were vilified in the newspa- 
pers devoted to the opposition ; the proclamation of 
neutrality was declared to be an exercise of powert 
with which the Constitution did not invest the Presi- 
dent ; and the measures of the Administration gene- 
rally were pronounced to be un&iendly to France, and 
lo earry evidence of their intention to break with that 
Repi^liok and to j<nn in the royal crusade against 
liberty. Mr. Genet was justified in the eonstruction 
of the existing treaties between the two nations, and 
ha was urged to persist in his opposition to the mea* 
mum of the American government. 
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Th* PiMldtiit deeply fiilttlM meult <yfiexed to tlw 
nation, by the attempt of the French Minister to eon* 
thmo the exercise of an usurped authoritj within the 
United States ; bat he knew the importance of jrield* 
tug to the feelingfs of his countrymen, as far as con* 
fljsted with the digtdty of his station, and with the in- 
dependence, the peace, and wel&re of his country. 
He contented himself with confuting in a cool and dis- 
passionate manner the eztraTaganf^MMitioiis of Mr. 
Genet, and inflexibly adhered to his system. 

PriTate business called him to Mount Vernon, and 
he was absent from the seat of govemment from the 
84th of June to the 11th of July. During his absence 
the Heads of Departments superintended the execu- 
tion of the measures tiiat had been agreed upon in the 
Cabinet. At this time an event took place which fully 
exhibits the rashness of the French Minister, and shows 
the difficulty to which he subjected the administration. 
A French privateer brought an English merchant- 
man, the Little Sarah, into Philadelphia. This vessel 
Ctonet equipped as a privateer. Having mounted four- 
teen iron cannon, and six swivels, and taken on board 
one hundred and twenty men, a number of whom were 
Americans, she was about to sail under the name of 
La Petite Democrat. In this situation the Secretary 
of the Treasury reported her ease to the Secretaries 
of State and of War. Govemour Mifflin was in con* 
sequence requested to make examination, and on the 
14th of July he reported that she was to sail next day. 
By desire of the Heads of Departments the Govemour 
sent Mr. Dallas, Secretary of State for Pennsylvania, 
to request Mr. Genet to relieve them from the disa- 
greeable necessity of preventing by force the sailing 
of a privateer equipped in their ports. This request 
excited in that Miinster the most violent pasaon, which 
fato vented in very intemperate and abusive Unguage, 
declared that La Petite Democrat would repel force bf 
fiirce, and threatened to appeal from the Executive^ (o 
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CiM people. Mr. Jeflbreon in peiKm weited upon him 
to renew the requeet, that he would order the privft- 
teer not to sail ontil the pleesnre of the PteaideBt 
eonld be known ; Mr. Jofferaon reported, that after an 
ehnllition of pasaion, and aome eqaiTOcation, he mi- 
deratood Mr. G^net to promiae, that the privateer 
ahonld fall down below Cheater, and there wait the 
will of the Preaident. Colonel Hamilton and €ksie- 
ral Knox were for taking measorea to prei^ent her 
sailing, but Mr. Jefierson, professing his confidence in 
the promise of Mr. Genet, opposed them, and they 
were not put in execution. 

These proceedings were immediataly reported to the 
President on his return to the seat of govemment. 
Mr. JelFerson had then retired, indiapoaed, to his coufr* 
try house, and the President wrote him as follows : 

" What is to be done in the case of the Little Sa- 
rah, now at Chester ? Is the Minister of the French 
Repnblick to set the acts of this government at defi- 
ance with impunity f And threaten the Executive with 
an appeal to the people ? What must the world think 
of such conduct ? And of the United States in sob- 
mitting to it .' 

'< Theae are aerious questions. Cireumstancea press 

foot deciaion ; and aa yon have had time to consider 
them, upon me they come unexpectedly, I wish to 
know your opinion upon them even before to-monrow, 
for Uie vessel may then be gone." 

In answer to this letter, the Secretary of State in- 
formed the Preaident, tiiat Mr. Genet had aasured him 
that the vessel should not sail before the deciaion of 
the Executive respecting it should be known ; and co- 
ercive measures were therefore suspended. In Coon- 
cil, next day, it was determined to detain the armed 
vessels of belligerents in port. This determinatioii 
was made known to Genet, but in contempt of it the 
privateer sailed. The opposition applauded even this 
Mt of resistance in the French Minister. The mi- 
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wearied eadeaToor of the AdmioMtratioD, by a fiofclilbl 
obeervance of treaties, and an impartial treatment te-> 
wards belligerent powers, to secure the blessings of 
peaooi and the rights of neutrality to the United Statesi 
was construed into a violation of those treaties, and 
into an insidious scheme to fcnrce the country into a 
war against France. 

The French Minister persisted in his exposition of 
the treaty) and in repeated letters, written in aburive 
and insulting language, to the Secretary of State, de- 
manded reparation of injuries his country had sys* 
tained. 

The President was at lengrth convinced of the ne- 
cessity of taking effi^ctual measures with Genet, aad 
on the 25th of July he wrote the following letter to 
Jbf r. Jefferson. 

. "• As the official conduct of Mr. Genet, relatively to 
the afl^s of this government, will have to undergo a 
very serious consideration, so soon as the special court 
at which the Attorney General is now engaged, wiU 
aUow him to attend with convenience, in order to de- 
cide upon measures proper to be taken thereapon, it 
is my desire that all the letters to and from that Minis- 
ter may be ready to be laid before me, the Heads of 
Departments, and the Attorney General, whom i shall 
advise with on the occasion, together with the minutes 
of such oral communications as you may have had 
with him on the subject of these letters, &e. And as 
the memorials £rom the British Minister, and answers 
thereto, are materially connected therewith, it will be 
proper^ I concwve, to have these ready also." 

The Bxacutive proceeded with the unanimous con- 
sent of the Cabinet, to establish a system by which to 
regulate the intercourse with nations at war. The 
rules adopted give evidence of the unalterable purpose 
of the President, sacredly to observe all natiimal en- 
gagements, and honestly to perform every doty due to 
belligereilt powers ; and they manifest a determiiui- 
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«Mi to iMMt OB tli» wntoonptod mxmam of tb» 
lifhtoof DMBtnOiljforhuowiiceairtry. ItwM aiM 
•fTMd tlMi pruM bMOf hi into AimnmB fOft% bf 
priTitoen oqntpped in thom, ilioiild bo rootorod, or 
oonpoDMlion bo nwde finr thom, and that onnod tmmIi 
of tbii doaoription ahovld not bo ponnittod to mmm 
in Amoriean harbonrf . 

Thoao rognlatiimi w«ro oommnnieated to tho liintf- 
toiw of tbo boUigwent natiomsy and in tho aamo lettor, 
tho priYilofes atipnlatod by troatj for Fiaaeo wtm 
atatod, and a aoUoitndo waa ozproaMd for thoir aa- 
eurity. 

Aftor deliborato attention to tho conduct and cono- 
^pondoBoo of tho Fronch Bfiniator, it waa agreed that 
a lottor ohoaM bo writton to Mr. Monia, Anorieaa 
Miniator at Paria, atating the roasona on whioh the 
anaanree of the Adminiatration with belUgerent n^ 
tiona wore foondody gimg information of the diioc 
greoment of Mr. Genet with the gorvmment, and ie« 
floating hia reeall. TheoommnnioationtotheFraBch 
gevenunent on this aobjoet conelnded in the foUow- 
iag aoanner. *^ Aftor independence and aelf govern- 
sMnty there waa nothing Amerioa more aiBeevaly 
washed than perpetual firiendah^ with them." 

The threat of Mr. Genet to appeal from the Pieai- 
dent to the people being^reported on meet reapeetable 
anthofity , inade a deep imprewion on the pnbfick mind. 
That portion of the Amoriean people, whkh wete 
enginally in &voQr of adopting the National Oonatita- 
Hon of govemment gaoeia% approfved the meaeniea 
of the Adminiatratioii ; and although they thought 
ftMmrably of the refiidntion of Fniooe, and wished 
well to oiir eanae, yet they were indigoant at the insttit 
ofll^red by her minister to the CSnef Magistrate of the 
United States. The appeal having been made to them, 
they feh themaelToe conatrained by every ftoliBg of 
patriotism to anppoct their own govemmont in mea- 
anreo-they deemed to bo lair, just, and impartial. In 
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wW93ty put of tbs United States, the people WMenbM 
in tlieir tewiui tad dutnete,- to ezproM their opfaidea* 
OB pnUickiiieMiires. The eontest was wenii, bat ths 
great majority of Toiees was ibmid on the side of ti» 
Admustratioiif its measures were appfoTod ; and it 
ioUy l^>psared that Uie afieotion and eonfidenoe of tho 
Ameriean people in the President, existed in their 
£Mree and ofBcacj. Tet at the moment that pnhlick 
aidigaation was expressed at the attempt to ezereise 
1^ fooiga inflnenee over the American conacils, it was 
evident that those who ezpreised it, felt a strong paip* 
tiality in fiiTour of France in her contention with Eng- 
land. 

In the iqnrit of conciliation, General WAsnvatoir 
determined not to take violent measures with Genet, 
tintil the result of the complaint lodged against hini 
with his own government, should be known, and witli 
magnanimity he bore his abuses. But at length, pd* 
tience and forbearance were exhausted. 

In 1794 the French Minister deliberately plaimed 
two expediticms against Spain, to be carried on ftom 
the United States, and granted commissions to Ame-^ 
ricim ^i*^^>* to be ofiieers in them, who privately en- 
listed men for the purpose. The conquest of the Flo* 
ri^ was the object of one of these expeditions, and 
Georgia was the place of rendfizvoan for the treope 
destined to this service. The other was designed for 
tlis invamm of Louisiana, and was to be proseoutied 
&oiiiKentucky down the Ohio and Miamwi|i|M. The 
wrengements were all made ; hot b^re tiieplHi wae 
0pe for execiitioo, the government interpesed^ aa4 
somo of the priiieipal agents ware arrested. Ifo go^' 
verament) the President conceived, which had any 
pretentions to indepeodeiiee, eouU submit to insalle 
of this nature. 

Having consulted with the Vice President, the Heads 
of Departments, and other leading characters in ^ 
government, he determined to suspend the ministeriy 

Vol. II. 13 



194 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. [1793-7. 

fusetiom, uid to confine the penon «f Genet. Mmt- 
etges to the two houses of the Le^slatare on this sub- 
ject were prepared, and orders were given to the Mar- 
•qhal to take the French Minister into custody. But 
the evetning preceding the day on which these orders 
were to have been carried into execution, official let- 
ters from Mr. Morris informed the President, that Mr. 
Genet was recalled, which prevented the necessity of 
carrying the measure to extremity. One instance 
among many, of the independence, the firn^ness, and 
the good fortune of President Washikoton. 
• Mr. Faochet, the successor of Mr. Genet, brought 
assurances that his government disapproved of the 
conduct of his predecessor, and made warm declara- 
tions of his own disposition to consult the peace and 
honour of the government of the United States, and 
liis {Mractices for a time corresponded with his Ian* 
guage. 

About this period, the ExeeutiTe of the French go- 
vernment made known to the President their wishes 
thai Mr. Morris might be recalled. He immediately 
complied with their request, and nominated Colonel 
Monroe of Virginia as his successor, an appointmmit 
peculiarly pleasing to the friends of France. 

The task of the Executive was rendered still more 
delicate, arduous, and difficult, by the conduct of Great 
Britain. , 

The Court of London had declined a treaty with 
CoK^ress under the dd Confederation. At the oom- 
menoemeat of the Federal Government, the Adminis- 
tration was disposed to negotiate with Great Britain 
without committing the honour of the nation. Mr. 
Gouv^meur Morris, who was in England on private 
business, was directed to open an informal conference 
with members of the British Cabinet on the subject of 
American. sfiairs. With much address he executed 
this commission but to little purpose. He informed 
the President, that the Duke of Leeds and Mr. Pitt 
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maaifeated a diipotition to live on terms of amity and^ 
fnendsbip with the United States ; but discovered no . 
inclination to enter into a commercial treaty with 
them ; that they complained of the neglect of the 
American government to execute the stipulations of 
the treaty of peace, for which neglect 'they justified . 
their retention of the Western Posts. 

In this situation the French revolution found Great . 
Britain and the United States. At the commence- 
ment oi the war between France and England, various 
circumstances indicated the probability that America 
would be brought into the contention against Britain. 

The warm and animated expressions of fraternity 
made by the American people towards France ; the . 
festivals in celebration of French victories, and the 
manifest partiality which many discovered for her in 
the management of the war, probably led the British 
Cabinet to think that the United States were disposed 
to become parties in the war, and induced them to 
adopt measures to meet this hostile spirit. On the 
other hand, the unfriendly indications of the English - 
Court, and the impressments of American seamen 
in the British ports, in addition to the common vexa^ 
tion of neutrals on the high seas, and the attempt to 
starve France by carrying American provision vessels 
into English ports, was so much fuel to feed the pas- 
sions of the Americans already in a blaze. 

In this state of national affairs, the President met 
Congress on the 4th of December, 1793. In the speech 
delivered on this interesting occasion, he thus noticed . 
his re-election to the Presidency. 

*^ Since the commencement of the term for which I 
have been again called into office, no fit occasion has 
arisen &r expressing to my fellow citizens at large the 
deep and respectful sense which I feel of the renewed . 
testimony of publick approbation. While on the one 
handt it'.awafcened my gratitude, for all those inatance&i 
of affectionate partiality with which I have bex 

/ 
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hkmoured by my twuHtfy ; mi the «tlMri H ooiili M( 
jf/tkvfiBLt an eurnett wirii finr that ivtimanrtt fram 
i^Deb BO prirata eonridaralion afaaal4 airar bava tern 
■M. But ininaneed by tb* bdiaf that my eoii^iat 
would ba aatimatad aecevding to Hk raal Biotivaa» aad^ 
that the people, and tbe atitborittaa darivtd <hMn Uiai% 
would rapport ezettiouB, having nothing peraonal Sat 
their dbjeot, I haTO obeyed the snffirage wbieh eeai- 
manded me to reanme tbe exeeutiye power ; aad I 
fattmbly implore that Beingr en wheae will the &te of 
satioaa depende, to crown with flncoeaa our mutiMl 
aadeavouTB for the general happineea." 

Re then made the f<dlowmg eonnannieationa re* 
Bpeetmg the measures of the Adminiatration. 

** Aa soon as the war in Europe had embraeedtiuwa 
pbwers with whom the United States hare the siaat 
ettensire lelations, there was reason to- apfwahend 
tftat our interoonrse with them might be iatemtpted, 
alid our dispositiDn for peace drawn in qn^stimi by 
suspicions too often entertained by belligerent natieiis. 
It seemed therefore to be my duty to admai^ali erar 
ehlxens of the consequence of a contraband tradOi 
and 6f hostile acts to any of tiie partiea ; and to obcaia^ 
by a declaration of the existing state of things' *ii 
etaier admission of our rights to the immunities be- 
I6ti|fing to our situation. Under these impresaions the 
Proclamation was issued. 

** In this posture of afikirs, both new and delieato^ I 
r^Bolved to adopt general rules, which should oonfcrm 
t^ the treatiea, and asseH the privileges of the United 
Imitates. Theae were reduced into a system, which 
shall be communicated to yon." 

After noticing those legislattre provisioni wUehkis 
experience dictated as necessary, he proceeded : 

*< I cannot recommend to* your notice, measures ftir 
^ ftilfilroent of our duties to the rest of the world, 
fithottt again pressing upon you the neeessity of plM- 
'"^* yourseiyes in a situation of complete dalimce, and 
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of exMtiiig from tkemf the fiilianimt of thoir 
towanls «■. The United States ougbt not to 
a permuunon tfaaty contrary to the onler of homaii 
etenta, they will for ever keep at a distance thoee pain- 
iol appeals to arms, with which the history of every, 
other nation abq^de» There is a rank due to the 
United States among nations, which will be withheld, 
if not absolately lost, by the reputation of weakness. 
If wo desire to avcnd insult, we most be able to repel 
it ; if we desire to secure peace, one of the most pow- 
erful instruments of our prosperity, it must be known 
that we are, at all times, ready for war." » 

Afler advising the greatest appropriations for the 
redemption of the publick debt, which the resources of : 
the counti-y would permit, he in the following manner 
conchided the address. 

'< The several subjects to which I have now referred 
open a wide range to your deliberations, and involve- 
some of the choicest interests of our common country. 
Permit me to bring to your remembrance the magni-- 
tode €i your task. Without an unprejudiced coolness, 
the welftre of the government may be hazarded; 
without harmony, as fiir as consists with freedom of. 
sentiment, its dignity may be lost. But as the legis- 
lative proceedings of the United States will never, 1 
trust, be reproached for the want of temper, or of can- 
dour, so shall not the publick happiness languish fironii 
the want of my strenuous and warmest co-operations." 

The party in the United States, opposed to the ge- 
neral system on which the Federal Government had 
been administered, by associating the cause of Fraaoee 
with their own, had increased their members in the 
present Congress ; but they were not prepered to at- 
tack either the discernment or the patriotism of the. 
President. The House of Representatives, in their 
answer, thus noticed the unanimous suffrage, by whiek 
General WASHiHOTOif had, a seoond time, been elected 
to the Presidency. .iieir 

^ 12» 
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* ^ H was with e^aal tiiieerity tiid pr o u i yti n U k titojr 
MbrM^ th* oeeuidn Ibr exprefnag to him their ton- 
KMMIakiMt mi to dieUiigdWMdlft teiliiiMajof p«Uidc 
ii|)lir«lMli0ii, and their entire eonfidenoe in the pwitjr 
mkI pitiiotMim of the motivee which had preduoed this 
dbedtienee to the vi^oe of hie coii]itry«^ It it to virttiee 
thftt he;v« oomnuaided long ead vnivenal reverenee, 
and eerneea from whieh hare flowed great and katiag 
hiMflta, that the tribttte of pratae may be paid without 
the reproach of flattery ; and itia fh>m the aame sourcee 
Aait the fiureat antictpatioBB may be deriTed in fkyoar 
ef pobliok happinees." The procfamialion of nentra* 
Ity waa in a caationa manner approved, and a diapoai* 
tnii waa expreesed to aapport the EzeontlTe, 

The anawer of the Senate breathed nnreeenred aiA 
Ibetion and confidence. Referring to the aecoiyl elee* 
tkA of the Preaident, they obaerred, " In the nnani* 
Ifeity wliioh a aeoond time marka thia important satieoal 
not, we trace with particular aatiafltction, beaidea the 
diatinguiahed trilmte paid to the virtnea and abilitieay 
which it recogmaea, anotiMsr proof of that jnaldiacem- 
ment, and conataney of aentalnenta and viewa, ¥^iioh 
h^To hitherto cliaractorised the citiaena of the United 
Statea." They dechured the Proclamation to be << a 
meaanre well timed and wiae, manifeating a watchibl 
aoUnitude for the weUkre of the na^n» and ealonlated 
to promote it." 

Ai the oloae of thia year, Mr. Jefleraon reaigned hia 
Seoretaryahip, and waa aucceeded by Mr. E. Ran- 
M|^ ; andMr. William Bradfbrd waa a{q»ointed At« 
lamay GeneraL 

After a very animated debate, January, 1994, a Utt 
pMaad Congreaa by a very email atajority, to build ais 
Mgatea, and it receiTed the oordial aaaent of the E±e« 
cntiVe. Thia waa the eommenoement of thn Anton* 
^an havy. 

« in November 1793 the Britiah govnmmnnt had givedi 
cho^cti^ym to her ahipa to dbtatn all veaaeb ladto with 
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pMdt^tlM prodoM (^anjeoIoAybeloBfiiif to I^tac*, 
or tutyiaikjg proviii<mi, or atii«r tttppIiM to thoM eolo^ 
niesy mud hmg tbmn into EngUah potts fi>r adjodtiea^ 

Th*M iMtmctamui w«re thought, by rtflocting mon 
in Amerioa, to be proof of a hostile ■pirit in ths Bri- 
tish CsUnet towards tfao United States, and Congress 
deemed it expedient to be prepared to meet the proba- 
l^e event of war. Tliej aecordinglj bid an embargo 
for the term of thirty days, and with great unanimity 
adopted provLdonal measores of self defence. 

While these measures were in train, the Preaident 
on the 4th of April, 1794, transmitted to Congress a 
letter from Mr. Pinckney, who had been appointed 
BGnister at the Court of London, whioh contained in- 
fonnation, that the orders of November were revoked, 
and instructions given to cruisers to bring in fi>r abju- 
dications only those neutral vessels which were laden 
with the produce of French Islands on a direct voykge 
from those islands to Europe ; and gave the substance 
of a conversation between Lord Grenville and Mr. 
Pinckney in which his Lordship more satisfkotorily eX- 
pluned the instructions of November ; and manifested 
a dispodtion to cultivate peace and amity with the 
United States. 

This communication made a deep impression on the 
Federal members of Congress. They thought that a 
door was opened for negotiation, and that war might 
pi'diably be avoided. 

The opposition members and the partissns of France, 
alarmed by these symptoms of moderation, redoubled 
their attack upon England, and upon all, who 'w6te' 
disposed to cultivate friendship with her. Newspapera 
were filled with invectives of this hature, and every 
epithet of vileness and calumny was made uie of to 
inflame the pubtick mind, and increase the hostility of 
the nation against Great Britialn. The majority of 
OoBgress discovered a disposition to p)rocted in their 
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miliUry preparaUoni, in whieh tlie iwntiiiieiit of tb* 
community seemed to support themt and general ap* 
pearances still indicated approaching hostilities. 

The President foresaw the evils that must be intro- 
duced by a war with Great Britain, in the distemper- 
ed state of the publick mind. He knew that she com- 
manded the Ocean, that she presented the best mar- 
kets for the exports of the United States, and furnish- 
ed, on the easiest terms, those manufactures which 
were necessary to his countrymen. He perceived 
that the devotion of the people to France would throw 
the United States into her arms, and that his country 
must become a mere satellite of her will. He was not 
without some apprehension, that the bloody and fero- 
cious spirit that had disgraced the French revolution, 
might be introduced into the peaceable society of 
America. 

Under these solemn impressions, he determined to 
use his endeavours to arrest the dreaded evil, and on 
the 16th of April he nominated in the Senate an En- 
voy Extraordinary to the Court of Great Britain, and 
for the following reasons. 

'^ The communications which I have made to you 
during your present session, from the despatches of our 
Minister in London, contain a serious aspect of our 
affairs with Great Britain. But as peace ought to be 
pursued wi(h unremitted zeal, before the last resource, 
which has so often been the scourge of nations, and 
cannot fail to check the advanced prosperity of the 
United States, is contemplated, I have thought proper 
to nominate John Jay, as Envoy Extraordinary of the 
United States to his Britanifick Majesty. 

** My confidence in our Minister Plenipotentiary in 
London continues undiminished. But a mission like 
this, while it corresponds with the solemnity of the 
occasion, will announce to the world a solicitude for 
the friendly adjustment of our complaints, and a re- 
luctance to hostility. Going immediately from the 
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JMUd StittM, saeh an Envoy will etrrjr witfi IiImI t 
fb]] knowled^ of the ezittiog temper and eenMbilHy 
of oor boimtry ; and will thns be tuf kt to tindieato 
our rights witb finnneaB, and to enltivate peaeo with 
sincerity.*' 

To a condderable part of Congreaa, and to a lug% 
portion of the American people, thia deeisite act was 
nlitoxpected and diapleaaing ; and it waa adopted in AiU 
Tiew of the obloquy and abnae of which it woaU be 
the oceaaion. 

A motion made to stay the proceedinga agatiial 
Ghreat Britain, on account of the pending negotiation 
was OTermled in the Honse of Representativea ; and 
a bill prohibiting commercial intercoarse with har 
earned by a considerable majority ; which waa loat in 
the Senate by the casting vote of the Vice President. 

The authority of the Ezecutite to issna the pro* 
elamation of neutrality had by many been doubted ; 
his power to call out the militia to prevent the sailing 
of privateers, which had violated his rules, denied ; 
i&d tho American citizens, who had been prosocitted 
for enga^^ in expeditions against the nations at war, 
had been acquitted by a jury of trials. The Preaidant 
therdfi>re, although entertaining himself no doubt 
about his constitutional authority, was desirous to ob- 
tain the sanction of Congress for the system he had 
adopted to preserve the peace of the country. 

At the commencement of the session, he intimated 
to the National Legblature the propriety of the mea* 
aure, and in pursuance of his advice, the Senile intro- 
dticed a bill, prohibiting within the United Statas th* 
exercise, by Fbreign Ministers, of those acta of sove* 
retgnty which Genet claimed, and subjecting to fine 
ahd imprisonment those who should be guilty of aiiy 
of the acts towards the belligerent nations, which the 
Executive had forbidden. This bOl, neeeisary is it 
Was to the honour and peace of Che ni^hm, was oppoa- 
eA by the whole fi>rce of the AntiibdetalistSi and finidly 
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piMtd thft Senate by tin cMting rote of the Vice Fn- 



On the 9th of June, 1794, the mmioii of Goagrow, 
wiiich had boon active and atormy, cloaed. 

In the conrae of thia year, the Preaident waa called 
to an important, bat painful duty in adminiatering the 
domeatick ooneema dfthe government 

Under the laat Preaidency an act had paaaed, Iijring 
a duty on apirita diatilled within the United Statea. 

To the inhabitanta in the Weatem Countiea of Penn- 
aylvania thia waa highly offiinaive. The whole diatrict 
had been from the beginning, hoatlle to the Federal 
Oonatitotion. They had with acrimony oppoaed ita 
adoption, and were in oppoaition to all the meaaores 
of the Adminiatration. Emboldened by the hoarae and 
load damoura of their party, they abaolutely refused 
compliance with the law. The Preaident with anxiety 
aaw thia combination, bat waited in the expectation 
that the qaiet aubmiaaion to the act in other parte of 
the Union, would induce the people of thia diatrict to 
yield obedience. In the mean time he recommended' 
to Congreaa to modify the act in aoch a manner aa to 
remove every reaaonable objection. Accordingly in 
May, 1792, the National Legialature took np the aub- 
ject, and made auch alterationa in the act, aa experi- 
ence dictated would be aalutary. Thia reviaion did 
not conciliate the inaurgenta. The officera, who at- 
tempted to collect the duty, were violently opposed. 
In County and Diatrict Conventiona, a ayatematick 
oppoaition waa planned ; and baniahment from the cir- 
cle of good neighbourhood, and from all the benefits 
and pleasures of social intercourse, waa denounced 
against all who should aid the publick officera ; and 
the officera themaelvea were threatened with every per- 
aonal outrage, should they peraiat in the endeavour to 
execute the dutiea of their office. 

Knowing the importance of breaking thia daring 
eombination, the Preaident isaued a Proclamation, ad- . 
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iiMmiflfaiiig mil pwMiui to dMuA from pfofUHwMny ^- 
■igned to obstruct the ezecution of the laws, reqniriiii^ 
tho interpoekioB of mai^ftntee in iiipp<^ of g^wtn- 
ment, mod dixeotmg the proseontioa of offsndere. 

The Prodamalion not produeing the denred eflbot, 
he endeavoured to prevent the neceedty of having re- 
course to a military force* by making it the interest of 
the distillers to pay the duty. 

Prosecutions were instituted against delinquents, 
where they could be sustained, the spirits distilled in 
the counties opposing the law were ordered to be seis- 
ed on their way to market, by the officers of the reve- 
nue, and the contracters for the army were directed 
to purchase only the spirits, on which the duties had 
been paid. But whatever were the wishes of the di»- 
tiUers, the fear of an infuriated populace prevented a 
compliance with these orders; and the insurgents 
took encouragement from the lenity of the Executive, 
in the expectation of ultimate success. By violent 
threats they deterred the Marshal from the swrvice of 
his precepts, committed numerous outrages upon the 
friends of government, and organized themselves into 
military bands to resist any force that might be sent 
to subject them to the laws. . 

The President had for three years patiently waited 
the effect of conciliatory measures, but these had only 
rendered the opposition more desperate. He therefore 
had only to choose between the alternative of permit" 
ting the prostration of the government, or to call out 
its force in support of the laws. 

The subject in all its momentous consequences 
was laid before the Calnnet, and General Miffiin, the 
Governour of Pennsylvania, was on this occasion call- 
ed into the Council. Their unanimous desire was to 
avoid, if possible, the odertion of the military, and 
they therefore advised, that Commissioners should be 
sent to the insurgents to warn them of their danger, 
and to offer a pardon of past offences, on condition of 



144 ura OF WAasmaraR [im. 

ittm akaiimmn to th* kwa. It vm akyo adtiMd 
Iknft a yrorkmation ahmiU bt ianed in eoafiiniiilj U> 
Um Mt of CongxeMf commanding tho iiMmrgwtfa to 
dwpMM l>7 a f ivea day. But in xoapoct to nltimafcn 
nporatmnii thara was not an unanimity of opinion. 
Tha Qowemom of Pamurjrlvania thought that tfaa mi- 
iitia of that atato would bo inwifliniant to Bappreaa tha 
infumction, and appealed apprahonnTe of danger 
fieni the at t em pt to call out the power of goToromfiut 
Mr. Randolph, Seerotary of State, expreased hia §ma 
OB aoaount of the nnmbera and vtrength of the inaur- 
ganta. Ho doubted whether the militia would obey 
the oideni of the £zeeutive, and march to eapprem by 
fiuce of arma thia combination ; if they ehonld, 1» 
doubted the wcceia of the expedition, and fi»roboded 
eivil way in aU its horrouis aa the consequenoa of a 
Ailitte. 

The Secretary of the Treaaury, the Secretary of 
War, and the Attwney Goneral, were of opinion, that 
the President was boimd by the moat sacred obliga- 
tiem, to use the meansi^boed at his dii^osal, fiuthfnily 
toezeautothe law. They therefore adviaed him to 
4fy the power of the government to coerce submia* 
sion ', and from policy and humanity to march a force 
into die inaurgent countieiy too strong to be raaisted. 

The President did not hositate to do his duty. 
Without exerting the meana of prevention in hia pow 
ar, he could not see the laws prostrated, and the au- 
thority of the United States defied. 

On the 7th of August, he issued the Proclamatioa 
whieh tha law made a prereifuieito to the employment 
of fo^ee. In it ha ga^ a reoapitulation of tha mea- 
sures of Oovemment, and ^the ^pention <^ the in- 
surgentSy and thus proceeded, ^* Whereas it waa in his 
judgment neceisary, undnr the circumstances of the 
case, to take measures for calling f<»th the militia in 
order to suppress the combinations aforesaid, and to 
eause the laws to be duly executed, and he had accord- 
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iB|^7 determined to to do; fteUnf the deepeet re- 
gret ftfr the ooeanon, but wHhel the meet eoleMB een- 
TMstion that the e«entiai intereete of the Union de- 
mended it ; that the yety ezietence of gofetnmeat, 
and the fundamental prinetplea of locial order were 
Involved in the inrae ; and that the patriotiam and 
firmneaa of all good citiiena were aeriooaly oaUed vpen 
to aid in the soppreanon of ao &tal a aplrit.*' The 
F^oclamati<» cloaed by ordering all inanrgenta, and aU 
other perwma wlxnn it might concern, on or before the 
first day of the enaoing September, to diaperae and 
retire to their retqiectiTe homes. Orders were <m the 
aame day issued to the Govemours of New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, for their re- 
epeetive quotas of twelve thouaand men, which at a 
anbsequent period was increased to fifteen thouaand, 
who were to be held in readineaa to march at a rai« 
nnte'a warning. 

Reluctant to draw the aword upon hia lellow citi* 
sens, the Preaident at thia awfiil criaia determined to 
make one more attempt to reclaim by mild entreaty 
his deluded countrymen. The Attorney General, 
Jodge Tates, and Bfr. Ross, were commissioned to 
bear to the insurgents a general amneaty for all peat 
Crimea, on condition of fiitore obedience ; but the cle- 
mency of the government was again spumed, and its 
nower disregarded. 

The insurgents, fimning an <^inion from the lan- 
guage of democratick societies, and firom tiie pnUiea^ 
tions in antifisderal newspapers, seem to have eater* 
taiaed the supposition that their disil^etion was ge- 
nerally ielt t^ the citizens <^ the United Statea, and 
that the attempt to suppress them would issue in a 
revolution of the government. 

That the Executive of Pennsylvania might act in 
unison with the National Administration, Govemoor 
Miflin bad also issued a Proclamation, and appointed 
commissioners to join those of the nation. 

Vol. II. 13 
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TIm fiMStion oppoiwd to fovtnuntat inddioad^ li- 
tjMpttd to obstmet the ezoeiition of the orden of the 
ftreiideiitybot withovt efleet ; the eommimity ncptm^ 
ed mmiivoolly the detenniiuitieii to sappoit the 
govenunent, and to exeevte the lawe. The penmud 
inflaenee of Governosr MWn ennnotmtedthe t^Mtnio- 
tkoe which aioM from the inenffictency of the militHi 
lewe of Peimtylyaiiia ; the offieera and men of the re- 
8]Metive Statea obeyed the aamxAona with an alaexity 
that ezeeeded the eiqiectation of the most sangume ; 
and the required number of troopa waa aeaaonably in 
readineaa to obey the ordera of the Commander in 
Chief 

The command of the expedition waa given to Go- 
▼emoor Lee of Virginia, and the GoTemonra of Penn- 
aylvania and New-Jersey commanded the militia of 
their reapeetiye statea under him. This force moved 
into the insurgent counties and bore down all oppoai- 
ti<m. Thua by the yigour and prudence of the Eze- 
ctttire, thia formidaUe and ahurming inaurrection waa, 
without the aaerifice of a life, subdued. 

The Preaident attributed this insurrection in a great 
degree to the influence of the democratick aocietiea. 
Thia ofHuion he ezpreaaed in hia private letters, and 
in hia publick eommunicationa to the Legialature. In 
a letter to Mr. Jay, he obaerved, 

'< That the aelf-created societies, who have epread 
themaelvep over thia country, have been labouring in- 
oeaaantly to aow the aeeda of distrust, jealousy, and 
of course diicontent, hoping thereby to efl^t some re- 
volution in the government, is not unknown to yob. 
That they have been the fomantera of the weatem die- 
turbanoea, admita of no doubt in the mind of any one 
who will examine their conduct. But, fortunately 
they have precipitated a criab for which they were 
not prepared ; and thereby have unfolded views which 
will, 1 trust, effect their annihilation aooner, than it 
might have happened.'* 
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General "Wabuivqtqs had the fimmeMi and tade- 
pendence to denounce these eooieties to the NetioMd 
Legiilatore, and to lend hie peraonal influence to 
eonnteract their designs, thereby bringing upon, hiaa* 
•elf their resentment. » 

In his official address to Congress, on the 19th of 
Novemberi he, as a channel of pubUck inforroatiffn^ 
narrated the rise, progress, and issue of the insorrec- 
tion, passed a merited encomium on the patriotitttt of 
those who had with alacrity exerted Uiemselree to 
suppress it, and proceeded to obserre : 
: " To every description of citizens, let praise be giy- 
en. But let them persevere in their affectionate vigi- 
lance over that precious depository of American happi- 
ness, the Constitution of the United States. And 
when in the calm moments of reflection, they shall 
have retraced the origin and progress of the insurrec- 
tion, let them determine whether it has not been £>• 
mented by combinations of men, who, careless of con- 
* sequences and disregarding the unerring truth, that 
those who rouse, cannot always appease a civU con- 
vulsion, have disseminated, from an ignorance <ur per- 
version of facts, suspicions, jealousies, and accusa- 
tions of the whole government." He, on this occasion, 
renewedly recommended to the Legislature the orga- 
nization of the militia, and made such other commu- 
nications as the state of the couiltry rendered ei^»edi- 
ent. 

In their answer to this address, the Senate said, 
<< Our axudety arising from the licentious and open re- 
sistance to the laws in the Western Counties of Penn» 
sylvania, has been increased by the proceedings of 
certain self-created societies relative to the laws and 
Administrations of the government ', proceedings, in 
our apprehensions, founded in political errour, calcu- 
lated, if not inten^led, to ^disorgai^e our goverBmeBt, 
and which, by inspiring deluaive hopes of siq^porty 
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l»v« bean mitnimental in nuslea^ng our feUow eiti- 
MBS in the scene of insurrection." 

They expressed an unqualified approbation of the 
BMasures adopted by the Executive to suppress the 
insurrection, and concluded in the. following manner. 
'' At a period so momentous in the affairs of natioiis, 
the temperate, just, and firm policy that you have pur- 
sued in respect to fiureign powers, has been eminently 
calculated to promote the great and essential interest 
of our country, and has created the fairest title to the 
publick gratitude and thanks." 

The House of Representatives was not thus cordial 
and approbatory in their answer to the Speech of the 
Prendent. 

After much debate, they omitted to notice the e«i- 
dttct of the Executive with foreign powers, and they 
made no reply to his observations on self-created so- 
eieties. In other points, the answer was respectfuL 

On tiie last of January 1795, Mr. Hamilton resigned 
his place as Secretary of the Treasury, and was suc- 
ceeded by Mr. Oliver Wokott. And soon after Oene- 
ral Knox resigned the Secretaryship of War, and was 
succeeded by Colonel T. Pickering. 

While these events were taking place in America, 
Judge Jay was excelling a commisnon in England 
highly important to his country. 

From the moment that he was admitted to a confer- 
ence with the British Cabinet, he with the ardour of a, 
patriot, and the ability of a sti^sraan, devoted himself 
to the business of his misnon. While decorous in his 
behaviour towards the Britirii crown, he maintained 
the r|!sspectability di his own character, and supported 
dw honour of the United States. Persuaded that war 
would be the consequence of a fiulure of his negoti»* 
tien, he patiently attended %a the investigation of the 
sufcjeet in controversy, and finally agreed with Lord 
Oveenville upon a treaty between the two countries. 
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In a letter to th» Prerident, he declared thh to be the 
beet it wm pomble to obtain^ and added, '< I ought not 
to conceal from yon, that the confidence repoied in 
jonr personal ehatactor wae visile and oaeftd 
thronghout the negotiation.*' 

On the 8th of June, the Preeident submitted the 
tieatj, with the documents which attended it, to the 
deliberation of the Senate, that thej might ** in their 
wisdom decide whether they would advise and consent 
that it should be ratified." 

- After deliberate inyestigation, the Senate, by exact* 
ly two thirds of their numbers, the constitutional ma- 
jority advised to its ratification, with some qualifica- 
tion of the ISth Article. 

Great exertion had been made by the party that 
oi^posed the mission of Mr. Jay, to keep aUve the 
spirit of hostility to Great Britain. The secrecy ob* 
served in the negotiation vas pointedly reprobated ae 
a violation of the first principles of a Republican Go* 
vemnienty and every circumstance that transpired re- 
specting it, was used as a means to excite odium ' 
against the negotiation, and prejudice against the trea- 
ty. While the train was laying to enkindle a publiek 
flame^ word was received through a credible channel 
that the British t]!ourt had renewed the orders to their 
cndaen to detain provision vessels bound to French 
porto. Although the President had previously deter- 
mined to ratify the treaty, yet on this infi>rmation, he 
ofdered a strong remonstrance to be drawn against 
those orders, and suggested to his Cabinet the proprie- 
ty of suspending the exchange of the ratified treaty, 
iqmn their revocation. 

In this stage of the business, he was called to Mount 
Vernon. 

r During his absence, and while the publiek mind was 
in n state of irritetion, a Senator in Congress from 
Vhrgiuia, violating the decorum and the rules of the 
Senete, sent an incorrect copy of the treaty to the 

13* 
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Editer «f 1 4tmoct9^tkk paper, mU tlaou(h te pww 
H wwi imawdirtriy edoynvaiealMl to the pofaUck. K 
tlie«ttempto to n«|ptiato irwre rapreMatod M iae>« 
•iitoBt with tho hooooff of tbn United StatM» and aU 
the eircamataneee attendiiif it crimiBaited aa a deaa- 
Uettofla of the iatereeta of a aiator RepnUick ; it can- 
aot be attppoied, that the imtraiiieiit itaelf, which wav 
the reault of mntnal eoneeMioiia, and the adjmtment 
of oppoeiiig natioiiai intereata, should quiet the pnUiek 
mind, auhjected to the deapotiam of paaiion and pre- 
jodioe. Nohiy and violent deekmation a^ainal the 
tieaty abounded in every part of the United Statea, 
and few were found, who, nnbiaaied by national inte- 
rest, coolly and impartially decided upon its meika. 

Pubhok meetings were hdden in all the lai|r0 towns, 
aad intemperate addresses denouncing the treaty Toted^ 
which were published in the Newspapers befixre they 
were presented to the President. 

Faa^hlets were also pat into eireolation, wrifttea 
with ingenuity and calculated to increase the firepi* 
dieea against tliis national transaction, on the pretenea 
that it was a sacrifice of the interests of France in &- 
vour of Great Britain. 

These Tiolent movemeabi deeply affiscted the Preai- 
dent, but they did not change his determination. Hia' 
letters, and the general tenour of hia conduct at thia 
period, discover the firmness and independence with' 
which he was prepared to resist erory attempt ananit^ 
ably to bias tlM Executive. His greatest appteheiB- 
siolis OB thii occasion were, that France would avail 
henelf of these popular commotioBa, either to fiaree tha ' 
government of the United States into her meaaures, or 
to endMuraas the execuCioaof the treaty,andte randBr 
its stipulations in fi&vour of American commerce iBaf> 
tetttil. In a letter of the fi9th of July written to tha 
Seeretary of Btate,afkermentionmg thatthe atataef Hw 
Bountry Tequifcd tha utflBoat eircomspaetlon^ he addedr 
• '^IhavaneverainoalhavebBenintheadnniatntton 
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«f tlw IfOfwaiMHt, Man a tM» whieh, in my ikpinion, 
hm bMn m pngnaiit wUh iiitarMtin^ «veiits, nor one 
Irom wkkk motv » to be apprelMiidedy whether Tiewed 
0Kk the one tide or the other. From Kew-Tork there 
ky and I «m t^ will farther be, a oomiter enrrent ; 
but how fiirmidaUe it may appear, I know not. If the 
lie doee not take pfawe at Boeton and other towne, 
it wiU afford but too etrong OTidence that the opposi- 
tion is in a manner universal, and woold make the 
ratifieation a very serioos business indeed. Bnt as it 
raspec ts the French, even counter resolutions wonld, 
Ibrtfae reasons I have already mentioned, do little 
more than weaken, in a smaH degree, the efTect the 
other olda weald have." In a letter to the Secretary, 
of the ^st of July, haying mentioned his determina- 
tion to return to Fhiladelphia, and stated the firmnesa 
aad wiadom necoMary to meet the crisis, he proceeded, 
^' There is too mnch reason to belioTo, from the pains 
thai have been taken belbre, at, and since the advice 
of the Senate respecting the treaty, that the prejndicee 
against it are more extensive than is generally ima^ 
g^ned. Howehoold it be otherwise, when no stone 
haa'been left unturned that could impress on the minda 
of the people the most emmt misrepresentation of 
fiwti ; that their rights have not only been neglected, 
bat abeohitely sold ; that tiiere are no reciprocal ad- 
vKBtagesin the treaty; that the benefits are all on 
the aida of Great Britain ; and what seems to have 
had more weight with them than all the rest, and hat 
haaa most pressed ; that the treaty is made with the 
dasign to opprem the Freneh RepuUick, in open vio* 
lation of our treaty with that nation, and contrary too 
tfO every pariaoq»le of gntitnde and sound policy. In 
tima, when passion diall have yielded to sober reason, 
tha evErent may possibly turn ; but, in the mean while, 
tUa government in relation to France and England 
may he-oompared ton ship between Scylla and Gluryb* 
die. If tlm imaty ia ratified, the partiaana of the 
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Tnoelkf or ntber of wv wid MofiMkNiy vfll 
tbem to hoftik laaMiiiM, or at iMik to vnfiieiidly 
tinwataj ifitwiiot,thM»iiiMlbxeM«iiif aUUia 
iequencM that may fellow w it rofpocts Great Briteiik 

''Itiinottobo inferrtd hmn hmMBByiimXl am, or 
9ball be diepoeed to qak tiM gTCmd I taa^e talcMi, 
lew eireamftoiioes more in^etioiM then have yt 
to my knowledge, ehoiild cob^mI it ; fev there ie bv* 
one etnighi oooree, and that is to eeek tiutii, and to 
ponae it steadily. But these tfaiagB are mentioned to 
show that a dose investigation of the sobjeetia move 
then ever necessary. Every step should be esBflored 
before it is taken, end oTory word weighed beCbteH ie 
uttered or delivered in writing." bi a eubaequeiit 
letter, in which he mentioned the mcreasing KoeliUty 
to the treaty, he added, <' All these thingedonol rfmhe 
my determination with respect to the prepoesd latifi- 
cation ; nor wi9 they,un]ess something more impwimur 
and unknown to me should, in the opinioB of youreelf 
and the gentleman with you, make it adviseahle fer mie 
to pause." 

On the 11th of August, the President arrifssd at 
Philadelphia, and on the next day he brought befixra 
the Cabinet the question respecting the imfsodiato 
ratification of the treaty. The Secretary of Stattr ad- 
vised to the postponement of this meesare, onfal tiw 
orders of the British should be revoked. The otJMr 
members of the Cabinet voted lor an immediato ratifi- 
cation with a strong memorial against thoee oidera. 
With this advice the President doeed. The orders 
were recalled, and the ratifications of the treaty ai« 
changed. 

The President was probably led to thie immediato 
ratification of the treaty by the popular violence, wU^ 
. waiT raised against it in every part of the United Btatee. 
Hejconceived that it was necessary, either at oncer to 
arrest its prepress, or ultimately to yield to its filree. 
The event proved the soundness of Us judgmoit aad 
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th» inHnwiee of his dmieler. Violrait ninwwHirw 
eMMd. RefltetioB ud ezpemnM oooTineed diMBm- 
inf men, Htmi the traaty wta a wiia and aaintary 



On tha IQth of Aiigaat 17B6, Ur. Randolpli laaignad 
UaoAoeaaSaeiatary of State. Hehadbeanatrongly 
•npeetad of braach of troat, and of having committad 
tlia lionoQr and iatereat of hie eoontfj in hk eomnnh 
flkatioiiff with the Fieneh Sfiniater. To enable him, 
aa he aiBrmed, to Tindleate himaelfi he reqneated the 
a%ht of a confidential letter, which the Prarident had 
written to hfan, nd whieh he had left in the oAee. 
HIa aTOwed pvrpoae waa to pnbliah tlua, with other 
doeomenta, to riiow that he had been diagraeed en ao* 
«omit of hia attachment to France and libertf. '* I 
have Erected," replied the Pnaidant, << that yon ahoaM 
have the im^jeetion of my letter of the SKld of Jnljr, 
agieeably to your leqnaat ; and yon are aft lUU liberty 
to pnUiah without reaerve any or ei«ry priyata and 
eonfidential letter I ever wrote you ; nay mere, eveiy 
word I ever uttered to you or in your preience, fton 
whence you can derive any advantage in your viadica* 
tion." Happy the ruler, who in the eonaeiouaaaaB of 
the purity of hia intentiona can, in Umea of political 
agttatiioii, thus addreaa a auapected member of hia 
Council, who had been admitted to hia unlimited ooa« 
fidenoe. 

Colonel Pickering waa removed to the department 
of State, and Mr. BPHeniy appmnted Secretary of 
War. By the death of Mr. Bradford, the oi&ee of 
Attorney General became vacant, which waa aeon 
fined by Mr. Lee of Virginia. 

In the Autumn of 1795 a treaty waa negotinted 
through the agency of Colonel Humpbreya with the 
the Regency of Algien, by which a nnmber of Ame- 
rican eitiiena, who had been endaved, were Kbetafted. 

On opening the firat aeaaion of the fourth Cengrew, 
Dec. 1795, the Preaident congratnkted the two Heoaea 
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OB tte proipwitj of tiM Mtibn. '< I trnst," mM iwy 
*' I do not doeoire n^T^df while I indulfo the penom* 
■ioa tlHft I liftTO BtTor iiitt*7oa at any period, whon^ 
more than at the ptreaeat, the aitiiatioii of our pidhlick 
afiifs iMa afibrded joat eanae Ibr rnutita] ooiiffratalft- 
tiqn ; and for isnttag you to join with me in p rofound 
gratitude to the anther of all good Ar the nmneroiie 
and extraordinaij bleawnga we enjoy." Then making 
a brief atalement of the ntoation of the United States 
lA their ftceign relatione, he thus proceeded. 
. ^ Tham intereating aumnary of oar aSain, with re- 
givd to the powers between whom and the United 
Slates, eontrorersies have fmbaiBted ; and with regard 
also to oar Indian aeigfaboars with whom we have been 
in'.a state of enmity or misonderstandiqg, <4iens a 
wide fieid for consdliag and gratifying reflectiomi. ^ If 
by prodenoeaBd moderation on every side, the ex- 
tingoishment of all the caoses of external discord 
which have heretofore menaced oar tranqoiUity, on 
terms oorapatible with oar national faith and honour , 
shaU be the happy resalt, how firm and how precious 
a feandation will have been laid for accelerating, ma- 
taring, and establishing the prosperity of oar coontzy." 

Recommending a number of national objects, to 
the attention of the Legialatttre, the speech was con- 
cluded in the following manner. 

'* Temperate discussion of the important sobjeets 
that may arise in the coarse of the session, and mutual 
forbearance where there is a difierenee in opinion, are 
too ebvioas a&4 neoassary for the peaoe, happiness, and 
welfiure ef oar country, to need any recommendation 
of mine." « 

The answer of the Senate was in their osual cordial 
and respeotfiil manner. 

A majority of the House of Representatives of this 
Oengreos was of the party <q)poaed to the genenl ad- 
miniitration of the government. To this party the 
British treaty was ofiensive; and their foelings on tUa 
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tebjaci liad «9 mflneuM on ^Imxnpljto UmFiwi- 

dMit's ipeich. 

. Th« Committoo r^ortiid an aiunror, wliieh osnUui- 
ad this elaase ; '< tlmt the eonfidmioe of his ftUow 
citizens ia the Chief Magistrste remaiaed mdiminiah- 
ed." It was moyed to strike out this elanse because 
it cantained an nntruth. In the animated debate that 
ensoedy the friends of the President supported the 
clause, and maintained with seal, that the eoafideaee 
of the American citizens in him had suffered no^dami<* 
nution ; the adyocates of the motion wikh pertinacity 
averred that by a recent transaction the confidence of 
the people in the President waa diminished; and sere- 
ral of the speakers declared, that their own confidenoe 
ia hbn was Lessened. 

. To prevent a vote of the House to ezpunj^ the 
danse, it was moved and carried to recommit the an*" 
swer. In the second report, this clause was in such a 
manner modified as to pass without objection. 
• Mr. Monroe reached Paris soon after the fidl.of Ro* 
faespierre, his reception as the American Minister was 
pnUick, and on the occasion, he gave the Gonventioa 
the most positive assurances of the fervent attach- 
ment of the Americau people to Uie mterest of France. 
I The Committee of 8afi$ty of France had {Hreviously 
written to the American Congress, and the Executive 
of. the Federal Government being the constituted or- 
gan of foreign interoourse, the Senate and H<mse of 
R^resentatives had, by their reserves, transmitted this 
letter to the President with a request, that he would 
in a respectful answer express their firiendly disposi- 
tioD iowazds the French BLepublick. Accordingly the 
Secretary of 8t«ie . addressed two letters to the Com* 
mittee of Safety, in' the name of each branch of. the 
Legislature. These Mr. Monroe conveyed, and de- 
livered with his own credentials to the President of 
the Convention. 
The communieations of the American Minister were 
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MoeirM wHh ezpreMioiif of higli gr«ftiflMti«ii, wai 
the ConTention decreed, that the flags of Fnmee «&i 
Ameriea should be wuHed, and eueipeiided in their hall, 
«8 an emblem of the eternal union and fiiendaUp of 
tiie two RepfcMicka. 

Colonel Monroe, to reclprooate Uiis aet of fratemitjr, 
requeeted the ConTention to accept from him the 
American flag, aa eyidence of his own ■enribilitf , and 
as a token of the aatia&ction with which hia ooontij 
would improve every opportunity to promote the miioa 
of the two nations. 

Mr. Adet, the sucoessor of Mr. Fandiet, arrived at 
Philadelphia in the summer of 1795, and brought wiii 
him the flag of France as a comjdiment from the Con- 
vention to Congress, and a letter from the Committee 
of Safety to this body. He made no mention to the 
President of this present until December, intending to 
present it directly to Congress, and to avail himself of 
the opportunity to address that body. Tfaie Presideot 
and the Heads of Departments, perceiving his inten- 
tion to make a bridge of the Executive to open a, di* 
rect communication with the popular branch of Ceo* 
gross, and apprehending evil from it, with address de* 
fbated the iotriguiag scheme. They directed, that the 
flag and the letter ^uld be placed in the hands of the 
President, and by him presented to Congress. The 
1st of January 1796, was appointed as the time on 
which the President would receive them. Mr. Adet 
on this occasion addressed him in the impassioned lan- 
guage of his countoymen. He represented France as 
exerting herself in defence of the liberty of mankind. 

** Assimilated to, or rather identified with fi«e peo- 
ple by the form of her government, she saw in them," 
he observed, '' only friends and brothers. Long ae- 
cu8t<»ned to regard the American people as her meat 
ftithful allies, she sought to draw closer the ties al- 
ready formed in the fields of America, under the aus- 
pices of victory, over the ruins of tyranny.** 
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To aamptr thii i^^Moh was 1. <l0H«ftto teak. Aiiiaat- 
«d VJfptfmuaM of afctachmeiit and friendahip fi>r Fraooe 
were •zpacted ; and it was improper £br tiia Exaeulive 
of a Bontral nation to akow partiality or projndico to- 
wards beliiforont powers. 

Tke following was the reply of the President. 

" Bom, sir, in a land of liberty ; having early leaa»' 
•ditsTshie; having engaged in a perilons ooafli<^ to 
defiind it ; having, in a word, devoted the best years 
of my Ufi» to secure its permanent estahlishment in my 
own country ; my anzioas recoUeotions, my i^mpa- 
thetiek feehngs, and my best wishes are irresistibly 
oltracted, whensoever, in any country, I see an^op- 
yroaoed nation unfurl the banners of freedom. But 
above all, the events of the Freneh revolution have 
produced the deepest solicitude, as well as the highest 
admiration. To call your nation brave, were to pro^ 
noonce but common praise. Wonderful people ! Ages 
to come will read with astonishment the history of 
your brilliant exploits. I rejoice that the period of 
your toils and of your immense sacrifices is approach* 
ing. I rejoice that the interesting revolutionary move- 
ments of so many years have issued in the formation 
of a Oonstitution designed to give permanent to tiie 
gveat otjeot for which you have contended. I rejoiee 
that liberty, which you have so long embraoed with 
enthusiasm— liberty, of which you have been the in- 
vincible defonders, now finds sa aiQrlum in the boson 
of a regulsrly organised goverwnent ; a govemmeHt 
which, being formed to secure the hi^i»ne89 of the 
French people, corresponds with the ardmkt wishes of 
wy heart, while it gratifies the pride of every oitiaen 
of the United States by its resemblance to their own. 
On these glorious events, accept, sir, my sincere con* 
gratulations. 

** In delivering to you these sentiments, I eiqpress 
not my own foelings only, but those of my fellow citi- 

Vol. IL 14 
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SMM in relatMii totht commimfinwit, the prograss, 

•nd the iasue of the French reyoliitioa; and thej will 
certainly join with me in purest wishes to the Su- 
preme 33eing, that the citizens of our sister republick, 
our magnanimous alliesi may soon enjoy in peace, thst 
liberty which they haTo purchased at so great a price, 
and all. the happiness that liberty can bestow. , 

V I receive, sir, with live^ sensibility, the symbol 
of the triumphs> and of the enfranchisements of your 
nation, the colours of France, which you have now 
presented to the United States. The transaction will 
be announced to Congress, and the colours will be de- 
posited with the archives of the United States, which 
are at once the evidence and the memorials of their 
freedom and independence ; may these be perpetual ; 
and may the friendship of the two Republichs be com* 
mensurate with their existence." 

The address of the French Minister, the reply of the 
President, the flag of France, and the letter of the 
Committee of Safety, were all transmitted by the Pre- 
sident to Congress. 

In February 17d6, the treaty was returned in the 
form recommended by the Senate, and ratified by his 
Britannick Majesty ; and on the last of that month, 
the President issued his Proclamation stating its ra* 
tification, and declaring it to be the law of the land. 

The predominant party in the House of Representa- 
tives expressed surprise, that this Proclamation should 
be issued before the sense of the House was taken on 
the subject ', as they denied the power of the Presi- 
dent and Senate to complete a treaty without their 
sanction. In March a resolution passed, requesting 
the President *^ to lay before the House a copy of the 
instructions to the Minister of the United States, who 
negotiated the treaty with the King of Great Britain, 
communicated by his message of the first of March, 
together with the correspondence and other document? 
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rels^e to the eaid treaty ; ezceptiiig eiieh of Ihe Mid 
papers as any existing negotiation may render impio* 
per to be diicloeed." 

This reeolye placed the Pretident in a titnation of 
high respontibUity. He knew that the majority of 
the House entertained the opinion, that a treaty was 
not valid until they had acted upon it. To oppose, in 
a government constituted like that of the United States, 
the popular branch of the Legislature would be attend- 
ed with hazard, and subject him to much censure and 
abuse; but considerations of this nature make but 
weak impressions on a mind supremely solteitotts to 
promote the pnblick interest. 

Upon the most mature deliberation, the President 
eoAceived, that to grant this request of the House, 
would establish a false and dangerous principle in the 
diplomatick transactions of the nation, and he gave the 
following answer to their request. 

'' Gevtlsmxn of thb 

house of 1uepilb8entativk8, 

'' With the utmost attention I have considered your 
resolution 6f the 24th instatat, requesting me to lay be- 
fere your House a copy of the instructions to the Mini- 
sterof the United States, who negotiated the treaty with 
the King of Great Britain, together with the corre- 
spondence and other documents relative to that treaty, 
excepting such of the said papers as any existing ne- 
gotiation may render improper to be disclosed. 

*'In deliberating upon this subject, it was impossible 
for me to lose sight of the principle which scmie have 
avowed in its discussion, or to avoid extending my 
views to the consequences which most flow from the 
admission of that principle. 

*^ I trust that no part of my conduct has ever indit 
cated a disposition to withhold any information which 
the Constitution has enjoined it upon the President as 
a duty to give, or which cot:^d be required of him by 
e^her house of Congress as a right ; and with truth I 
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4ftB% Hhii it hut bcmiy aad* wffl ctoittiiiiM to bet^ vWfay 
I !»¥• tte iMmoar to |imide in tho goremoMat, my 
coiurttnt endMToiir to harmonize with tke other InmHeiK* 
M tlMreof, 18 ftr t« the t^st delegated to me by the 
l^aofde of the {hdtod States^ and my seme of tke bbli- 
faiiini k impoeee, to preeenre, protect, and defend tiio 
CoMtikvtiony will pemit. 

** The nahiTO of Jbreign negotiatione reqnire eanAton, 
and thenr enoeen nraet often depend on secrecy ; and 
ifven when bronght to a conclueion, a fhll discloffoxo 
of alt ihe meaMree, demandB) or eyentaal eoacefleiona 
wfaieh may hovv been proposed or contemphttedi wooM 
be extremely impolitiek ; fat this might have a pemi' 
Oions inikienoe on ftitare negotiations, or prodooe iln- 
flMdiatiB faiconTenienoes, perhaps danger and mischief 
to otitef peifsons. The necessity of saeh cantioB and 
seelroay wai one cogent reason ibr vesting the pow«r 
of making treaties in the President, with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, the principle on whiek that 
body was formed, confinii^ it to a small munber of 
moBibin. 

*< To admit thmi a right in tike House of IUpr os o n -> 
tillves to demand and to have as a matter of eoorse, 
all tike papers respecting a negotiation with a foreign 
power, would be to estabfish a dangerous precedent. 

** It does not occur that the inspection of the papers 
asked fbr, can be relative to any purpose under the 
cognizance of the House of Representatives, except 
thtt cf an impeachment, which the resolution has not 
Oppressed. I repeat that I have no disposition to with- 
h^ &tiy infermation which the duty of my stitioii 
mSi pern^, or the publick good shall require to be 
disclosed ; and in fact, all the papere ailbcting the ne- 
gotiation with Oteat Britun were laid before the Se- 
nate, when the treaty itself was communicated ibr their 
•onsideration and advice. 

<< The course which the debate has taken on the re- 
solution of the house, leads to some observations on 
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tlM mode of making tmtief nmlor tlw CoMtUiitiMi 
of the United SUtei. 

^* Having been a member of the Geneiml Convea* 
tion, and knowing the principlea on which the Coneti* 
tnUon waa formed, I have erer entertained but one 
opinion up<m this subject ; and from the firet eatabliah* 
mont of the goTernment to this moment, my conduct 
has exemplified that opinion. That the power of mak- 
ing treaties is ezclusivelj Tested in the President, bjjr 
<nd with the consent of the Senate, provided two thirds 
of the Senators present concur ; and that every treaty 
so made, and promulgated, thenceforward becomes the 
law of the land. It is thus that the treaty making pow- 
er has been understood by foreign nations ; and in all 
the treaties made with them, toe have declared, and 
tkey have believed, that when ratified by the President 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, they became 
obligatory. In this construction of the Constitution, 
every House of Representatives has heretofore ac- 
quiesced ; and until the present time, not a doubt or 
suspicion has appeared to my knowledge, that this con- 
struction was not the true one. Nay, they have more 
than acquiesced ; for until now, without controverting 
the obligations of such treaties, they have made all the 
requisite provisions for carrying them into effect. 

^ There is also reason to believe that this construc- 
tion agrees with the opinions entertained by the State 
Conventions, when they were deliberating on the Con- 
stitution ; especially by those who objected to it, be- 
cause there was not required in commercial treaties, the 
consent of two thirds of the whole number of the mem- 
bers of the Senate, instead of two thirds of the Senators 
present ; and because in treaties respecting territorial, 
and certain other rights and claims, the concurrence 
of three fourths of the whole number of the memberi^ 
of both houses respectively, was not made necessary. 
. '* It is a fact declared by the General Convention 
and universally imderstood, thai the Constitution of 
14* 
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tiM UttHM Bftito»WM t&t N«^ <»f ft •pink of M^ 
mud matnal eone«Mioii. And it i« w^ known, thit 
oiMleir this InftwAce, th* taMUer iUitM wer« ftte&ttod 
loan eqittl repreibttUlioa in th* 8«Bat» wikh the lufir 
Mttet ; and tlMk ti^lmiiob <»€ Ih* govenmiiit ««• 
tnteiked wHk ^reat powem ; lor on the e^ttnl fputioi* 
ptttion df those powers, the soTefeigiity uid peiUlMl 
■albty of the smaller etatee were deeaied eseenrially te 
depend. 

•< If other proofk tiiaii these ami the plain letter of 
the Constitution itself be neeessarf to aeoertain the 
point tinder consideration, they may be fiiund ui the 
Jonmals of the <}eneral ConTention whieh I have de* 
posited ih the oflke of the Department of State. In 
these Joomals it will appear, that a prepositioii was 
made, that no treaty should be binding on tiie United 
States, whieh was not ratified by a law ; and thai the 
proposition was ezptidHy Mjeeted. 

^ As thereibre it is perftetly eletf to n^ itfidar> 
standing that the assent of the House of Rq^esenta* 
threi is not necessary to the validity of a treaty ; as 
the treaty with Great Britain exhibits in itself all the 
objects requiring legblatire provision ; and on these 
the papers called for can throw no light ; and as it is 
essential to the due administration of the government, 
that the boundaries fixed by the Cimstittttion between 
the dlflbrent departments should be preserved ; a just 
regard to the Ccmstitution, and to the duty of my 
oflice, under all the circumstances of this ease, ibiind 
a compliance with your request." 

A resoluti(m moved in the House to make the ne- 
cessary appropriations to carry the British treaty into 
^(bct excited among the members the strcmgest emo- 
tions of human nature, and gave rise to speeches high- 
ly argumentative, eloquent, and animated. The debate 
was protracted until the people assumed the subjoct. 
In theb respeetive oorporations, raeetinga were holdan, 
the strength of parties was fully tried, and it dearly 
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mpptTtd tint tiMfresi majMily iMra daiyoMdtottUj 
avMuifl the Exaoutat*. Inimmnrahli patitiona wm« 
pwntad to Cvngntt pntyinf thtm tonMUu th«i#T 

Unwilling lo take upon tbamaalTea tke ecoaaqnanta^ 
cf faantiag the publkk will, Congraaa nada tba ap^ 



It was not m the adnuniatratioa of the foraraaiai^ 
only, that General WASHnroToif found it neceaaary \q 
mxetdm greet eaaUen and pradmce. The conTulaiena 
ef Fianaa and the politieal diviaiona of the United 
fltatea, lenderad it expedient that he ahould be eircnait 
epeot in hia petaonal firsandahip8» and in the exerciaa 
ef benevelent effioee towaurda individoal eharaotenu 

A aineere finendahip had been fiirmed betwepn hitt 
and the Afaaqnia La Fayette. Thia friendihip wai 
not diatofbed by thoaa vieiaaitudea in France, which 
•ecaatoned tlM exile and fimiign in^riaoomant of that 
iMMainae Thaaa rather inoreaaed the aenaibility, and 
atrengthened the attachment ef the Freaident towarda 
the nnfefftonaite Marqoia. But on account of the atate 
ef paitiaa in France and America, interpoaitlona in 
faia ikrottr were privately made. The American 
ifinialera at Foreign Gonrts were directed in an un- 
offieiri manner to exert thennelvea to obtain hia libe- 
ration, or to render faia confinement leas oppraaaivau 
A confidential agent waa aent to Berlin to aolicit hia 
liberty ; but befine he reached hia place of deatinatioB| 
the King of Prntaia had aurrendered the Marquia to 
the Emperor of Germany. Mr. Pinekney, then all 
tJbe Oonrt of London, waa directed to intimate the 
wiahea of the President to the Austrian Minister al 
that Const, and to acdicit the influence of the Britiah 
Cabinet in favour of the iUuatriotts prisoner. Diaap* 
peifltod fai the expected mediation ef Great Britidn, 
the Prealdant addreaaed the following letter imme- 
dktaly to the Emperor of Cterpiany. 
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*< It will vMdUlyoocur to your Mi^Mtytlyit oock- 
■MM may wmMtimM exist, on whieh official eonmdMMf 
tioM would ooiMtrun tbo Chiof of « twtioa to bo oi- 
Wnt and pannye in relation even to objeets which «ffiM^ 
Ue aenaibility, and ckini his inteipeeition as m. nan. 
Finding nyaelf praoiaely in this aitoation at tmaent, 
I take the liberty of writing thia private letter to your 
Majesty, being peraaadedthat my motivea will miao be 
my apology for it. 

• ** In common with the people of thia ooontry, I ro* 
tain a atrong and cordial aenae of the aervicea i«kter« 
ed to them by the Mar^oia La Fayette ; and my friend- 
•hip for him baa been conatant and aincere. It ia ns^ 
toral, therefore, that I should aympatluie with him and 
hia fan^ily in their miafortunea, and endeavour to miti- 
gate the calamitiea they experience, ammig xi^ch hia 
preMnt confinement ia not the least djatresaing. 

** I forbear to enlarge on thia delicate sobjeet. Per* 
mit me only to aubmit to yonr Majesty's conaideration, 
whether his long imprisonment, and the oonfiaeation 
of his estate, and the indigence and diaperaion of his 
lamily, and the painful anxieties incident to all those 
effCum8tances,do not form an aasemblage of Buffisrings, 
which recommend him to the mediation of humanity f 
Allow me, sir, on this occaaion, to be its organ ; and to 
entreat that he may be permitted lo come to this coun- 
try on such conditiona, and under auch reatrtetions aa 
your Majesty may think it expedient to preaoribe. 

" As it is a maxim with me not to ask, what under 
aimilar circumstances, I would not grant, your Majes- 
ty will do me the justice to believe, that this request 
appears to me to correspond with those great princi- 
ples of magnanimity and wisdom, which form the ba- 
alp of sound policy and durable glory." 
■ This letter was sent to Mr. Pinckney^ and was by 
him transmitted through the Austrian Miniater to tbs' 
Emperor. From thia period the Marquis waatraitaA 
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vitk moire anidnoM, and ww foon ftft^r discharged 
from iiui oonfinemeiit ; but what influence tfaie PrMw 
dta^s loHir faiul <hi th^M meuurw i« not known. 

la 1766^ George WMhmgton Motter La Payett)^; 
the BOD of the Bferqwe La Fayette, made hii escapa? 
fircMQ Ffsaaoe, utA arrived with hie tutor at Boston. 
He iamedialeljf by letter ooimmmioated his eitaatloii' 
te Genmid WAsnivefoif, md solieited hie advice andf 
pstoonage. Tlw mother of yotmg Fayette was then 
in Fiaaiee, and the Present was surrounded by 
FvenehmeB, the afentt or friends of the administta- 
teen, vhidh hid denoimeed the Merits. These men 
wete ready to dmeonoe every act of fkvonr done to a 
iiM» who WW pvoecribed by the Freficfa Government. 
From regard to the safety of that lady, and from pru- ' 
dMiHai eduMerftlAoiis in respect to his own ofScial 
ckmttMoti he tbeeght it miadviseable to invite him im-' 
nsiiskely^tethe eeait of govenuneht, and pnblickly to 
espouse his interest. Bat 1m wrote confidentially to a- 
friend in the neighbourhood of Boston, requesting him 
to visit the young genHetoaa, to acquaint him with 
the reason which rendered it inexpedient that he 
should be invited into the President's fiunily, and, to 
adopt the language of the letter, to ^* administer all 
the eonselation that he eaa derive from the most une-' 
qoivdeal assttrancesof my standing in the place, and bd- 
comiiBg to ]nm9.f other, friendf protector f Bud supporter. 

"• Concddering how important it is to avoid idleness 
and dissipation — to improve his mind — and to give 
him all the advantages which education can bestow, 
my opinion and my advice to him is, (if he is qualified 
for ftdmisston) that he should enter as a student at the 
University in Cambridge ; although it should be for a 
short time only. The expense of which, as also for 
every other meaiis for bis support, I will pay ; and 
ntm do authorize you, my dear sir, to draw upon me 
aeeofdingly. And if it be desired that his tutor should 
accompany him to the University, any expense that 
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lift tUl inoiir for the pntpoae, ahall be bomeiiy hm in 



muuier." 



The tutor of young Fayette thought he mi^^ht with 
OMve adveiitage punnie hie etudiee in private, and 
therefore he did not enter the UntTermty. 

The member* of Ckofreae, in oppoeition to the 
■Maeares of the Adminietiation, obtamed the know- 
ledge of the arrival of a son of the Menjiua La 
Fayette in tome part of America. Expecting perhaps 
that the President had maintained a cold and unfoel- 
ing reserve towards him, they institoled an inquiry 
into his situation ; and when they disoovered that tin 
President had extended -towards yonng Fayette the 
assistance and the protection of a firimd and a foAher, 



they dropped the snbject. jd^ 

Thisyeong gentleman remained foe a ahorTliiBe in 
the United States; returning to France, he dhrtin- 
guished hiattelf in the «rmy of Bnonsparle ; bttt tbe 
usual promottona have.been denied him. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Tbe Prendent eailmniated^Ris Letter to Mr. Jeffinnott— State- 
ment of the SeeristarT of the Treaenry^-The Fnaoh 0inctcanr>i 
attempt to eentrol the American Crovernment — ^Review of tke 
transaetione with Franee^-The President declares hie resohitioii 
to retire from Publick Life — Meets Congress for the last Tine — 
Describes the Letters that had been forged — Attends tlie Inauga- 
lation of Mr. Adams— Betires to Mount Vernon— Tlireatennif 
Attitude of France— General Washington appointed Commander 
in Chief of the American Forces — His opinion of Publick Mea- 
■met—His IndisposXion and Death— Conclusion. 

• 

1796. The friends of General WASHiiroToif knew 
that it was his intention to decline being a candidste 
at the third election of President, and this was expect- 
ed by the publick. Warm solicitations were used to 
dissuade him from the intention, but his determination 
fixed ; and nothing could changfe it, excepting a 
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mhmm im tbe sffain of his omntry, whioh would rend6r 
rotirement iaooiuutent with his duty, and derogfatory 
to his character. 

. In tbo posflibility of such mm erent, his firiends pn^ 
vailod with him to withhold tho publiok ezprMsio& of 
his design until it should hocome necessary to direct 
tka attention of the cfwnnnmity to « soecessor. This 
«i)enee alarmed the perty opposed- to his administra- 
tion. His personal influence at the head of gforern- 
ment, they conceived, could alone defeat their plsitf , 
nnd prevent a revelation in the National Counoil. 
Since the ratification of the British treaty, they hsd 
laid aside the deoorons language and ezterioar respect, 
whieh tliey had, until that period, observed- towards 
tho' Pfesident, and on this oeossien they with the nt" 
moot virulence assailed his character. His merit as a 
soldier, and his wisdom and patriotism as a statesman, 
were denied ; and even his honour and honesty as a 
man were brought into question. Letters, forged and 
published in 1776, to injure his reputation as the Ge- 
neral in the revolutionary war, were at this time re- 
published as genuine, to excite prejudice against him. 
The queries, which he had confidentially proposed to 
the deliberation of his Cabinet, were laid before the 
publick, with comments designed to show, that they 
indicated a deadly hostility to France. The queries 
could have come before the publick only by a breach 
of confidence in some one of the Cabinet. Mr. Je^r- 
sob was disposed to prevent any suspicion from rest- 
ing on the mind of General Wabhinotoit, that he was 
th» dishonourable individual, and lor this purpose he 
addressed a letter to him, to which the Prendent gavt 
the fi>l]awing reply. 

*^ If I had entertained any suspicion before, that the 
queries which have been published in Bache*s paper, 
proceeded from you, the assurances you have given of 
the contrary would have removed them ; but the truth 
ifi, I harboured none. I am at no loss to conjecture -^ 
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4Maty, and ftdl eonwrailieatioiu were mtde to him on 
^he'ftdijeet; CMonel Menioe wm alie Ibnialied witk 
«lotnimeiift8y oaleuTated to remote uneaifneM from ik$ 
MMs <if tlie Freaoh Difeetory rospeetiiig thie truMMMs*- 
lion-. Bvtinitoed of eommnnieatuif to the DireetXMry 
the doonmentfl and reeeoningfa of Ua goTenmieat, while 
ik0f wevedeMbwrating OB thia aabjeet, and be^e they 
had' jooflunitled themaelvea by any puUiek act, he r^ 
IMrred them as answers to comphants, that the go- 
temepM&t of Ff ance might make 8|raiaat the treaty with 
Chwat Britain. 

' The Fresident weH knew that Franee had no jost 
grmmd of complaint against the United States ; but 
he wae a|^>rehenaiv« that her disap|>oaitment at the 
Adjustment of a controTsrsy which had long menaced 
^tmt between Great Britain and Ameriea, wonld indvMse 
her to some act of Tiolence. He therefinre deemed it 
highly important, Uutt there shonM be a lifinister ai 
Paria, who fnily entered into the Tiews of the Ad- 
miniftratisQ. Not being perfectly satisfied with fife. 
Monroe, he recalled him, and appointed as his snceeaser, 
jQeneral <%Br]»f Ooteswmrtii Findfiney. The Fieaoh 
having complained of most of the acts of ithe American 
Ckivemmenty in relation to the powers at war, by order 
•i the Preel<^nt these acts were earefolly reviewed, a 
lUr and^minnte detail of all points of dxiforoace be* 
tween the two nationsgiven, and the measuses of the 
AdminiatratioB defended by ananswerahle argnments. 
Vpw this hisid and eoooloawe vindieatioli of the 
m^Mffiree of thn Adminimation, the Pscmdent relied to 
r)im0ve(jeeloili9'#Qfn( tbemindeof the Dieeelory, and 
nigi«m.thehiarMeiQ^{if the t9i^ ni^oiw; but miiipi^f. 
the.pikfty aKhomi^hadtskea Ibeir gtOimd, and were 
nsl^ by any eonsideratienfi to. beme^nd from H, and 
eef ported' by tliese, the French Dkeetory were not 
tifipoaeil to recede. ' . 

At the near approsch of the period for. the election 
«f a Fresident, it iblly i^^efared, that Oeneral Wash- 
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nsvoir iMd not lost his hold en the nSmtkmt mofL 
e«ilktoaee nitoB oemiliyneB. The pobliefc. Mntuuni 
overy whtce indicated a detamiiiiBftion to ehooie mi 
■MA luB ekek»^ cm iv^ooi iini^licit oonfidence wuMwA 
bfl plaoed, to five liie •offirage for Genwral WAtft-r 
xjraTOM ; sad it was Mtkilictorily aeeertaiiied^ t^lb 
ahoold the General coneent to he a candidate, Im, 
would fi>r the third time be HnaniiamMdy choaen Px«». 
Bideiit of the United Statea ., 

In thia state of the puhUck mind, in the month of 
September he publiahed the following address. 

^ TJie period for a new election of a citi sen, to adr 
Biiniater the Bzeoative GoTomment of the UnitQii 
States hemg not &r distant, and the tima .actuaUy 
aniTed, when yovr thonghta mvat be . em^pl^ed itk 
designating the person, who is to. be alothed with 1^ 
inportaM trust, it apptexs to me px ofiery e^neoially aa 
it mi^ conduce to a more diitinct eiqpression of th^^ 
publiisk Toice, that I should now apprize you of thi9 
roaolution I have filmed, to decline being conaidered 
anong the number of those, out of whom a choice ia 
la be made. 

' << I beg you, at the aimie time, to do me the justioe 
lo be'aasKed, that thia resolution has not been taheiy 
without a strict regavd to all the eonsidexations api 
pertaining to the reUtion> which l»nda a dutiful citiae« 
to his country ; and that, in wsthdsawing. the. tendt$ 
•f serviee, wboch silence in my situation might implyt 
I am infloenoed by no dkniuutiim of seal for your 
lirtnre intesest > no deficiency of grateful respect for 
your past kindness ; but am supported by a &11 oe»> 
▼ietion that the step is cooqiatible with both. 

'' The acoeptaace of, and continuance hithertoln tht 
office to- which your saffirages have twice called me, 
have been a uniform sacrifice of inclination to the 
opinion of duty, and to a deference for what appeared 
te be your deaire. I constantly hoped that.it would 
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tfMBllmiwIiiDhlwMabtatlttiiirtyto dittegiMW to i** 
iHn'l»tiiaJtiielii«aBmik»Jto«iw]ltdi IbudhMttr^M* 
maOy dimwtt. TIm itMoglk of v^.ixuMia^AKk to d» 
tlltoipfevioaitotholaiielMlioB^hod oyeft iMLlotln 
ftrnfiftMom 0f «k4ul^0M to 4B«lai»it to ftm ; b«t n»« 
Mre foflootiiNl oa the tlioa ynplesod and etitical po»> 
MM of ottvmfttiM witk foreign mti o n o> >and Uie iteaai- 
Wkmu advice of persons entittod to my^odnfidencoy huh 
petted me to ebniddtt the idee« 

<< I rejelee tfaftt the state of yow oottcems, extofaid 
ae w^ as intenial, iio longer readaia the pursuit of 
■Miiaitieft ineooipalible with the sentimeat of diAj, 
er pfopriet^ ; and am penniaded whatever .parlieliiy 
ttiay he-relatned for my servioes, that in the pieswnt 
^ktommmMm ef owooontxy^you will not disa^piovv 
ay det^ttimrtioa to retire* 

'< t'he iiNipreMtinie with ^^uoh I fimt nndeitoofc tk^^ 
iHrdaene trwti wore explaaned on the pro|ier oceeaion. 
ht the dieehttrge «€ tUs trosty I will oidy 8ay» thai I 
httVOy witit good iatentlofld, eontr&iited towards the 
^Mgmiaatien aad^ admasuitratlen of the govenuneat^ 
the best exertions of which a very &lliblo. JndgaBAiM: 
HMd otpaUe. Not naeonteioaai in the -outset* of the 
ilrfenority of my qiudifieations, eJqpedenoe inmy own 
mf^Bi perhaps stifi more in the eyes of others, has 
•irmigtheBed the motiTee to diffi^enee of myself; and 
•very day the inezeaaing weight of years admomsfaea 
me mofe and more, ^at the shade of retirement is «e 
Aeeismry to me ae it will be weleome. S^iafied, that 
if any oiroumstanoes have given peeuliar value to my 
aervutesy they were' temporary, I have the coaselation 
to believe, that while ohoice and pradeace invite aw 
to ^t the poiiiic^ scene, pateiotiaBidoea not fiMrbid it. 

*< In locking forward to the moment, which is to 
termittate the oaieer of my puhUok life^ nqr feeliaga 
do not permit me to auspead the deep aelKnowledg- 
iaiatof that debt of gta^tnde wtueh I owe to 
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lQif«d ootmtry, fat Hi* m«iff konoor* it htm mmhmtd 
vponnw; itill nwm ibrtht ■twiJbH «aMwi— <wih 
which it hu mippoited bm, md iw the uffi»HwiHt» 
I h«v« thence enjoyed ef Mea i fa i l if mf tsrioleUe 
«tt«chinent, by ■enricee ftlthfbl sad * peiwveriiig; 
Aeogh in tueftdnewi uaeqml to my leeL If beneile 
iwre reeolted to oar eooatry fKnn theee eerneea, let 
it always be Temembered to your piaiae, and aa as i» 
•truotive example in our annala, that vodnr euemn- 
fltaacea in which the paaaiona, agitated in evwy difee^ 
tion, were tiable to mklead, amidat appeanneea aome- 
timee dnbioae-^eiaaitadea of fbitnne, often diacou- 
rafing— -in aitnationB, in which, not mfreqaently, waaft 
of aaceeaa has eoontenanced Uie spirit of eritieiam-i>^ 
the constancy of your sapport was the Bsaantial prop 
of the eflfortSy and a guarantee of the plana by whieh 
they were efibcted. Profoundly penetrated with tUa 
idea, I shall carry it with me to my grafo, as a-strong 
incitement to unceaaing tows, that Heaven may eo»- 
tinue to you the choicest tokens of its benelloence*^ 
that your union and brotherly afibction may be per^ 
petnal«-that the free constitution, which is the wofh 
of your hands, may be sacredly maintained < that ila 
administration, in eyery department, may be atamped 
with wisdom and Tirtue— 4hat, in fine, ike happineaa 
of the people of these states, under the auspices oi* 
liberty, may be made complete, by ao careftd a pre- 
seryation, and ao prudent a use, of this blessing, aa 
wi9 acquire to them the glory of recommending it te 
the applause, the afibction, and the adoption, of every 
nation whieh is yet a stranger to it. 

'' Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a asUeitade 
Ibr your welflure, which cannot end but with my lilb, 
and the apprehensioB of danger, natural to that aoliei- 
tttde, urge me, on an occasion like the present, to oilbr 
to your solemn eontemi^tion, and to recommend to 
your frequent review, some sentiments iHtioh are the 
teaidt of much refection, of no inconsiderable observa- 

15 • 
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to yon miik the mom Sro&^Ma, m yo« eta mdgr 

ftiMidf wiie, eea poMHrijf luive tto penoiiel metiTe to 
Mu Ins eotioirti. Ner em I forget, as en Micotueft* 
tMut to Hy yeor iftdnlgeiit receptiei i of my eeirtimenif^ 
eft ft fovmer end Bet ^ IfW wiT i T twxiliiioiH- 

^ latenvoTtn as w the lore of WbvMij with eveiy 
SfeaMBt of yo«r heerte, no reooniieetidetaon of warn 
m Beeeenty to foitify ot confimi the attocfament. 

^The unity of goirannMBt which eonatitqtoe jmt 
eae people, is else deai to you. It is justly so,. §6x it 
ie e main lallar in the edifice of yoor zeal independ- 
emse ; the support of your trangnUHty i^ home^ year 
peaee abroad; of yo«r sa&ty ; of your jHroqierity ; 
ef that Tery liberty which yon so highly prize. Buty 
as it is easy to foresee, that from diflfoient cansas aai 
ftem diffetent quarters, much pains wiU be taken, 
many astifiBes employed, to weaken in y o«r minds the 
eowietkm of this truth ; as this is the point in year 
political fortress, against which the batteries of inftw- 
apl and eatemal enemies will be most constantly and 
a e t i ir el y (thoogh often eovertly and insidiously) direet- 
«d ; it is of infimte moment that you should prop^ly 
eetimate the immense value of your national union, to 
your ccflleetive and individual happiness ; that yea 
ahomld cherish a cordial, habitual, and immoveable eit* 
ttchment to it ; accustoming yourselves to think and 
•peak of it, as of the palladium of your political safotj 
and prosperity; watching fyr its preservatien with 
jaalous aniiety ; discountenancing whatever may s«g« 
1^ even a su^icion that it can, in any event, be 
abandoned ; abd indignantly fvoarning upmi the ftmt 
dltwning of every attempt to alienate ai^ pcttioa of 
our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the sasred 
tiini whieh now link together the va»ie«s parts. 

** For this ybu have every udBeeaaent of sympathy 
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m^ iaieiMt. dtimii hy Uith or «iMiM, of a mm* 
hmh odmitr^, tint oovatiy Ittuia rffltt to oonooolfMiO 
ycMtr lAotioiio. Tho nano of Ainwiout, whiek bo* 
taiga to fo% in your natioiMd oapoeHy, muit alwayi 
MttH tiM juat )irido of patriotini) mox^ than any Oj^ 
I^^Uatioii 4«YiT0d fhrni local ^UmimiiMtioiia. With. 
■Ught ahadoa of di^roneo, you havo tho iamo f^ 
gfan, manoon, habha, and political principloa. To« 
Imkw, in a oommon eanae, fought and trinmphod to* 
godior ; tho indepondence and liberty you posaoaa ar*. 
the work of joint oounsela, and joint efforts, of com.* 
nvm dangersy aofferingB, and anccoiiOa. 

** But thoae conaidemtions, howerer powerfnlly tiny 
addreaa themaelTOa to your senaibility, are greatly 
oQtwmgkad by thoae which apply more immediately 
to your interest. Here e^ery portion of our country 
fiada the moat commanding motivea for carefblly 
gwffding and pMoenring the union of tin whole. 

^* The J^ortk, in an unreatrainad intereourae with tko 
SoMkf protected by the equal laws of a common go- 
vemmenty finds in the productions of the latter, great 
additional resources of maritime and commercial en- 
torpriso, and preciona raateriahi of manufkotaffing in- 
doatry. The Soutky in the same intercourse, bene- 
fiting by the agency of the JVortik, seea its agriculture 
grow, imd its commerce expand. Turning partiy into 
i|» own diannels the aeamen of the ^orth^ it finda ita 
pnrticnkr navigation invigorated— and while it con- 
ttibntos, in different ways, to ikouriah and increiiae tho 
general mass of the national navigation, it looks for- 
ward to the protection of m maritinn strength, to which 
iUelf is unequally adapted. 

'< The £a«t, in like intercourse with the ffesl, already 
finda, and in the progrosaive improvement of interiour 
eeosununioatioiis, by land and water, will more and 
more find a valuaUe vent fi>r the conmioditiea whi^ 
it brnga firom abroad, or raanufacturea at home. lHo 
Vast delivea firom the JSnit. aoppUes reqnisEte to Ha 
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gfovtk lad ooMfiMri-«Bd wliaft w, perhaps* wi ilill 
grwtMrconMqaeaoeiit Bwiof a a e e wit y qw»Ui» «iair« 
•i^oynmi of indiipwMaM»<iitf<te, for iUi own prodhie- 
lioM, to the weight, inflnenoe* uidthe fotaie raexitime 
■tiength of the AllMstiek aide of the Union, direetotl 
by ta indiMolttble comoiiiiuty of intereft aa one sMtioK. 
Any other tenure by whieh the Wut can hold this ee* 
eential ad? antage, whether derived from ita own aepe.- 
rate atrength, or from an apoatate and unnatural eon- 
aezion with any foreign poweri mnat be intrinaieaHy 
precarioua. 

" While then every part of our country thne foela aa 
immediate and particular intereft in union, all the 
parte combined cannot 6il to find in the united maaa 
of meana and efforta, greater atrength, greater re- 
eouice, proportionably greater aeourity from external 
danger— a less frequent interruption of their peace by 
foreign nations, and what is of inestimable value, thiqr 
nrast derive from union an exemption firom those broiia 
and waxa between themselves, which so firequentlf 
afflict neighbouring countries not tied together by the 
same government ; which their own rivalshipa akae 
would be sufficient to produce, but which oppoeite io' 
reign alliances,attachmenta,and intrigues would stimn* 
late and embitter. Hence, likewise, they wiU aToid 
the necessity of those overgrown mitita^ establisih- 
ments, which, under any form of government, «• 
inauspicious to liberty, and which are to be regarded 
as particularly hostile to republican liberty. In thin 
aense it is, that your Union ought to be considered an 
the main prop of your liberty, and that the love of tha 
one ought to endear to you the preservation of tha 
other. 

<* Theee connderationB speak a peranaaive language 
to every reflecting and virtuous mind, and exhibit the 
continuance of the Union as a primary object of petrt- 
otiek desire. Is there a doubt whether a common go- 
vernment can embrace so large a sphere ? Let experi- 
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eB06 wive it. To Utltrnt to maw ■ptawJatiwii in wntik 
&- «HW wem crimiatl. WenremtthoruedtokofetlMt 
a |iRip«r«rf«iiisEatton of the wiMfe, triUi tk« Msiiiftiy 
ayeasy of govomnitabi for tho iMpoetire mbdiriflioM^ 
ariU affiwd m faa^Py ^"^^ ^ thoezporiiBoat* ft it woH 
worth a fiiir tsal fiiH ezpermitiit. With iiich poww 
ftil fuid otmoui mottvei to Utkcm, affiioUi^ aU parts 
olf oar coontry, while experioaee ihall not have da» 
BavaArated its impraetioabilifty, thore wiil aJhiraja 1m 
le—on -to distmrt tlie patriotirita of those, who, ia any 
^iartor» may eadeaToiir to weaken its bands. 

^' la osatomjdatiBf the eauses which may distwh out 
Union, it ocenrs as a matter of flBrions eoaeera, thit 
M^ fround should have been liirniahed for character* 
isiag parties, by gtagnpUeal discriminationsy AbrtA* 
era aad SMrfftem, .^Mai^idkaad Wnttm; whence de» 
signing taauL may endeavbur to eoBcite a. beUef, that 
tiMfo is a real diflSBreiice of local ^twests and Tiiw*. 
Oae of tbs ezpe^eato of patty to ao^iaire inflnMMe> 
vritlBB pcrtiotdar Aistriots, is to miarepresent the ept^ 
fakne aad ainMl ef odier diatiitta. Ton cannot shield 
y t mie elv ea too m«c}i aipdnst the jeaioasies and heart 
haniings which Wfiang firom these misrepresentattcae ; 
tiiey tend to render aUen to each other those who 
enfrht to be boond together by fraternal afiectiea. 
The inhabitoxits of oar w estern country hare lately 
had fc Qsefol lesson on this head : they have seen hi the 
aegotistion by the Bxecutive, and in the nnanimovs 
sittisfketion by the Senate, of the treaty with Spaia^ 
and to the universal satisfiiction at that event thimigh* 
oat the United Stotes ^ a deoinve proof how unfoandad 
^ere the snspioidiis propagated among them, of a po- 
fiey m the gbneral government aad in the Atleatick 
states, onfrisBdly to their interests in regard to thi 
Ifississippi : thsy have been witnesses to the fi>rttia- 
tion of two treaties) that with Great Britain aad that 
#fth Spiin, whibh seenre to thei^ every thing they 
coftld desire, in rbspect to oqr fbreign relations, to- 
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irtfdi ooBfinniiig their pioiperifcy. Will it not be 
tbeir wiidoia to rely for the preeervitioii of theoe ad- 
▼ABtagee oa the Union, by which they were proeored ? 
Will they not heneefoith be deaf to thoee adneen, if 
•aoh there are, who would lever them from their 
brethren, and connect them with aliens ? 

<* To the efficacy and permanency of your Unioii, a 
goyemraent for the whole is indispensable. No al- 
liances, however strict, between the parts, can be an 
adeqaate sabstttote. They must ineritably experi- 
ence the infractions and interruptions which all al* 
liaaces, in all times, have eaqierienced. Sensible of 
this momentois truth, yoo have improved upon your 
first essay, by the adoption of a CSonstitution of Govern- 
ment, better calculated than your former lor an inti- 
nate Uniim, and for the efficacious management of 
your common concenis. This government, the off- 
Bpring of our own Qhoice, uninfluenced and unawed, 
adop t ed upon iuU investigation and mature deUheta« 
tion, coB^»letely free in its principles, in the distribu- 
tion of its powers, uniting security with energy, and 
containing within itself a provision for its own amend- 
ment, has a just claim to your confidence and your 
support. Respect for its authority, compliance with 
its laws, acquiescence in its measures, are duties en* 
joined by Uie fundamental maxims of true liberty. 
The basis of our political systems is, the right of the 
people to make and to alter their constitution of govern* 
ment But the constitution which at any time exists, 
until changed by an explicit and authentick act of the 
whole people, is sacredly obligatory upon all. The 
very idea of the power and the right of the people to 
establish government, presupposes the duty of every 
individual to obey the established government. 

'* All obstructions to the execution of the laws, all 

eombinations and associations, under whatever plaasi- 

Ue character, with the real design to direct, control, 

-^sAtinteract, or awe the regular deliberation and aetloa 
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oC the conrtittttod authorities, are deetnietiTe of thie 
ftmdamental principle, and of ^al tendency. They 
• e r re to organize faction, to giye it an artificial and 
eaKtraordinary force, to put in the place of the dele- 
gatBd will of the nation, the will of a party, often a 
•mall, bnt artful and enterprinng minority of the cdm- 
asimity ; and, according to the alternate triumphs of 
diflbrent parties, to make the pubUck adminiitration 
tlie mirror of the ill-concerted and incongruous pro* 
jects of faction, rather than the organ of consifttent 
and wholesome plans, digested by common councils, 
and modified by mutual interests. 

^ However combinations or associations of the above 
detscription, may now and then answer popular ends, 
they are likely, in the course of time and things, to 
become potent engines, by which cunning, ambitious, 
and unprincipled men, will be enabled to subvert the 
power of the people, and to usurp for themselves the 
reins of government ; destroying, afterwards, the very 
engines which had lifted them to unjust dominion. 

** Towards the preservation of your government, and 
the permanency of your present happy state, it is re* 
quirite, not only that you steadily discountenance 
irregular oppositions to its' acknowledged authority, 
but also that you resist, with care, the spirit of inne* 
vation upon its principles, however specious the pre- 
text. Oine method of assault may be to efibct, in the 
forms of the Constitution, alterations which wiU impair 
the energy of the system, and thus to undermine what 
cannot be directly overthrown. In all the changes to 
which you may be invited, remember that time and 
habit are at least as necessary to fix the true diaracter 
of government, as of other human institntbns ; that 
experience is the surest standard, by which to test the 
real tendency of the existing constitution of a country ; 
that facility in changes, upon the credit of mere hy- 
pothesis and opinion, exposes to perpetual change, 
from the endless variety of hypothesis and opinion *, 
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md r^mnahm, a^^daHy, tlut far the MeamA muag^ 
QMil of yMV eomiBon inteMsto, iaa eonstiy ao «k* 
Itttdve M oort, a gorenuneot of m maeh Tif our, «•!• 
cmniiCMit wilhtlie perfoet Mearitf of liborty, is ladb- 
poMMblo. Li|»ovt J itself wiilBad in aneh ft goTenuDMit, 
wkk poweffl properly 4iifcrflKitad and Miynt^i^f ikM nniwt 
(pattriiiiui. It 1% indeed, little dee than a name, wImm 
the goTemment ia too fSseble io withitand thft antBr- 
priaes of fkotio^, to confine eadi member of the aoeial|r 
ivitfain the limite preeciibed by the laws, anilto Tnaintehu 
aU in the secitra and tranquil enjoyment of the riglrti 
of person and property. 

>^ I have aiseady intiaiated to you, the dan^^ of 
parties in the state^ with particubf references to .tha 
ftfunding of them on ifeographioal diacriiniiMrfioBa. 
Let me now take a more compeehenaiTe v^ew, aad 
warn yfHian tfae.raost aolemn manner af^siiuit the haMK 
fat eff»^a of the apirk of party, geaarally . 

« 'Fhis. spirit, nnlbrtttnately, is ins^uunhle from anr 
natuie, having its coot in the strongest passions of the 
human mind. It exists wader dil&rent shapes, in all 
gonreramanits ; more or less stifled, eontroUed) or ra- 
presasd ; bnt in those of the popular Ibrm, it is aeanln 
its gnalest zankneas, and is truly their woaat '«iia- 
ny. 

^< The alternate domination of one iaetioD 0Y»e aao- 
tfaar, sharpened by the* spirit of rarenge natural tQ 
pasty di8senabtt,.whiah in di&rent ages and cwmtma 
has pa rp etaai ted the moat horrid enormities, is itself a 
fidghtliil despotiion : .bnt this leads at length to a moi^ 
fiicmal and permaiient dwpotism. The disordera w4 
laiaariea wibioh ]»B«lt, giadM^ iooline the miw^s of 
man to aaafc.seeanty and repoae io the aliwolu^ power 
of an indiTidaal ; and soiHier or later, the chief of aome 
proTaiUag &ctien» more able or more fortunate than 
his competitors, turns this ditq[K>sition to the purpoaes 
of his own elevation, on the ruins of publick liberty. 

" Without looking forward to an extremity of this 
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kind (which nererfbttlMM ought net to bo onflioly 
out of n^t) tho eoniBion tad eoiitiniMl ittwehioih of 
the ^rit of party are saAcient to make it tho h^enat 
ttnd duty of a wise peopio to diaoottrafe aad reatra^ It. 
It serree always to diatraet tlie publiek eottoeib and 
enfeeUe the pablick admiiiiatrati<m. It afitatea thO 
community with ill-founded jealouaiee and false alaraia ; 
lundlea the animoaity (^one part agunat another, fig- 
ments, occasionally, riot and insurreetion. It opena 
the door to Ibreign influence and oorruptton, which find 
a facilitated access to the government Hself through 
the channels of party passions. Thus the policy and 
the will of one country are sidijected to tiie policy aad 
Wffl of another. 

'< There is an opinion that parties in free coontciea 
aare useful checks upon the admimatrattmi of the go- 
yemment, and serve to keep ative the spmt i^ liberty. 
This, within certain limits, is probably true } and in 
governments of amonarchioal eaat, patriotiam may look . 
^(ntib indulgence, if not wiUi favour, upon the spktt of 
party. But in those of the poptdar character, in go- 
vernments purely elective, it is a spirit not to be en- 
couraged. From their natural tendency it is eertain 
there will always be enough <^ that spirit for every 
aiELlutary purpose ; and there being constant danger i^ 
exeess, the effort ought to be by force of pnbliok opi- 
nion, to mitigate and assuage it. A fire not to bo 
qnenched, it demands uniform vigilance to ^event its 
bursting into a flame, lest instead of warming it should 
oonaume. 

** It is impoftant Mewise, ifliat the lnift>its of think- 
ing, in a free eotttttry, should inspire caution in those 
iittmsted with its administratiim, to cooflne tJiem- 
selveswitiiin their respective constitutional spheres, 
avoiding in the exercise of the pow«M of one dep^ut- 
ment to encroach upon another. The spirit of en- 
croachment tends to consolidate the powers of all the 
departments in one, and thus to create, whatever the 

Vol. n. 16 
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Afiit of govwBiMttt, m rati dMpotuni. A jyat iwtinMtn 
c^that loTe of pow«r^ and proneneas to abuae it, wliich 
pvadomiiiate in the human heart, ia anfficient to aatiafy 
la of the troth of this pontion. The necesaitj of re- 
ciprooai eheeka in the exercise of political power» by 
diyiding and dietribating it into different depositoriea, 
and ooDitituting each the guardian of the pnblick weal 
against invasions by the others, haa been evinced by 
•jqperimenta ancient and modern; some of them in 
our country and under our own eyes. To presenre 
tham must be aa necessary as to institute them. If, 
in the opinion of the people, the distribution or modifi- 
cation of the conatitutional powers be in any particnlar 
wrong, let it be corrected by an amendment, in the 
way which the Constitution designates : but let there 
be no ehange by usurpation ; for though this, in one 
instance, may be the instrument of good, it is the cue* 
tomary weapon by which free govemmenta are de- 
stroyed. The precedent must always greatly oyer* 
baluMse in permanent evil any partial or transient be- 
nefit which the use can at any time yield. 

** Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to po- 
litical prosperity, religion and morality are indispmisa- 
ble 8iq>ports. In vam would that man claim the tri- 
bute of patriotism, who should labour to subvert these 
great pillars of human happiness, these firmest pri^ 
of the duties of men and citizens. The mere politician^ 
equally with the pious man, ought torespect and to che- 
rish them. A volume could not trace all their conneziona 
with private and publick felicity. Let it ainqily ba 
asked, where is the security for property, for reputa- 
tion, for lifi», if the sense of religious obligation desert 
the oaths which ^re the mfltruroents of investigation in 
Courts of Justice ? And let us with caution indulge 
the supposition, that morality can be maintained with- 
(9it religion. IVhatever may be conceded to the influ- 
ence of refined education on minds of peculiar struc- 
ture, reason and experience both forbid us to expect 
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that natuNul monility can preraU in ezohiiioii of teli- 
gioQS principle. 

" It is tubiUuitially trae that virtua or morality ia a 
necaasary spring of popnlar government. The rule 
indeed extends with more or less force to eyery spe- 
cies of free government. Who that is a sinoere friend 
to it can look with indiflforence upon attempts to shake 
the fbundation of the ftbriek ? 

" Promote then, as an object of primary importanee, 
institutions for the general diffusion of knowledge. In 
proportion as the structure of a government gives force 
to publick opinion, it is essential that publiok opinion 
should be enlightened. 

'< As a very important source of strength and secu- 
rtty, cherish publick credit. One method of preserv* 
ing it, is to use it as sparingly as possible; avoiding 
CKMsasions of expense by cultivating peace, but remem- 
bering also, that timely disbursements to prepare for 
danger, freipiently prevent much greater disburto- 
ments to repel it : avoiding likewise the accumulation 
of debt, not only by shunning occasions of expense, 
but by vigorous exertions in time of peace to dis- 
charge the debts which unavoidable wars may have 
occasioned, not ungenerously throwing upon posterity 
the burthen which we ourselves ought to bear. Tho 
execution of these maxims belongs to your representa- 
tives, but it is necessary that publick opinion should 
€sooperate. To facilitate to them the performance of 
thdr duty, it is e s sen tial that yon should praeticaBy 
bear in mind, that towards the payment (^ debts there 
most be revenue ; that to have revenue there must be 
taxes ; that no taxes can be devised which are not 
more or less inconvenient and unpleasant ; that the 
latrinsick embarrassment inseparable from the selec- 
tion of the proper objects (which is always a choice of 
difficulties) ought to be a decinve motive for a candid 
ooMtmotion of the conduct of the government in mak- 
ing it ', and for a spirit of acc|uieseen6e in the mea« 
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mum Gtt <ihtMiiing nyuWf wbieh Urn piAikk 0JEi|;«nr 
cies may at any time dictate. 

" Obienr* good faith aad juftiee towards all aatJons, 
cultivate peace and harmony with all. Religion end 
morality enjoin thu condoAt ; and can it be, that good 
policy doee not equally enjoin it ? It will be worthy 
of a free, enlightenedi and (at |io distant period) a 
great nation, to gire to mankind the magnanimoua tmd 
too novel example of a pe<^le always goided by an ex- 
alted justice and benevolence. Who can doubt in tiio 
course of time and things, the fruits of such » jiUn 
would richly repay any temporary advantages which 
might be lost by a steady adherence to it ? Caa U ko^ 
that Providence has not connected the permanent &- 
Ikuty of a nation with its virtue ? The experinieiit, 
«t least, is recommended by every sentiment which 
ennobles human nature. Alas ! is it rendered impoo* 
sible by its vices ? 

<< In the execution of such a plan, nothing ifi mom 
essential than that permanent, inveterate antipathies 
against particular nations, and passionate attachment 
for others should be excluded ; and that, in place of 
them, just and amicable feelings towards all ahpuld be 
cultivated. The nation which indulges towards ano* 
ther an habitual hatred, or an habitual fondness, is hi 
some degree a slave. It is a slave to its animosity or 
to its affection, either of which is sufficient to lead it 
astray from its duty and its interest. Antipathy in one 
nation, against another, di^toses each more readily to 
offer insult and ii^ury, to lay hold of slight causes of 
iMnbragOi and to be haughty and intractable, when ao- 
eidenlal or trifling occasions of dispute occur. 

^ Hence frequent collisions, obstinate, envenoaie^i 
and bloody contests. The nation, prompted by iU wili 
and resentment, sometimes impels to war the govern^ 
mAnt, contraiy to the best calculations of policy. The 
government sometimes participates in the naticnU jvr9- 
pensity, and adepts, through passioA, what reiien 
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would reject ; at other times, it makes tlie animosity 
of the nation snbsenrient to projects of hostility, insti^ 
|p.ted by pride, ambition, and other sinister and perni- 
cious motives. The peace often, sometimes, perhaps, 
the liberty of nations has been the victim. 

'' So likewise, a passionate attachment of one nation 
fi>r another prodnces a variety of evils. Sympathy 
fer the favourite nation, facilitating the illusion of an 
imaginary common interest, in cases where no real 
eommon interest exists, and infusing into one the en- 
mities of the other, betrays the former into a partici- 
pation in the quarrels and wars of the latter, without 
adequate inducement or justification. It leads also to 
concessions to the favourite nation of privileges de>^ 
nied to others, which is apt doubly to injure the nation 
making the concessions ; by unnecessarily parting 
with what ought to have been retained ; and by ezcit- 
mg jealousy, ill will, and a disposition to retaliate, in 
the parties from whom equal privileges are withheld : 
and it gives to ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citi- 
zens (who devote themselves to the favourite nation) 
ftcility to betray, or sacrifice the interests of their own 
Country, without o<tium, sometimes even with popu- 
larity; gilding with the appearances of a virtuous 
sense of obligation, a commendable deference for pub- 
liek opinion, or a laudable zeal for publick good, the 
base or foolish compliances of ambition, corruption, or 
infttuation. 

<< As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable 
ways, such attachments are particularly alarming to 
the truly enlightened and independent patriot. How 
many opportunities do they afibrd to tamper vdth do- 
mestick factions, to practise the arts of seduction, to 
mlilead publick opinion, to influence or awe tiie pid)- 
liek councils ! Such an attachment of a small or weak, 
towards a great and powerful nation, dooms the former 
t0 be the satellite of the latter. 

<< A^ainit the imidioos wflee of fimign iniiiMie* 
16 • 



18$ LIFE OF WASHHIGTeir. [19W4. 

(I eoi^iire ym to belisTe me, Mem ii ilimw) tin jic^ 
leoij of afirM people ought to be eentUm^ awi^ei 
nace luetoiy and ezperimce proTe that fisveigii influx 
•ace 18 one of the meet baaeftil foee of repnliUcan go* 
Temment. Bat that jealousy to be uaeful mwA be 
impfiT*"' ; elae it becomes the imtniment of the mj 
inflaeaceto bearoidad, instead of a defence againit it 
Ezcesuve partiality fi>r one foreign nation, and excea* 
■Ive dislike of another, cause those whom theyactoato 
to see danger only on one side, and serve to yeil and 
even second the arts of infloeace on the other. Real 
patriots, who may renst the iirtrigiies of the faronritei 
ate liable to become suspected and odious; while Its 
tfl^s and dupes usurp the applause and confidence of 
^4>eople, to surrender their Interests. 

*^ The great rule of conduct for us, in regard to fo* 
reign nations, is, in extending our commercial reia> 
tions, to have with them as little poUHeti connexion aa 
possibto. Scftr as we haye already fonned engage- 
ments, let them be fulfilled with perfect good fiiidu 
Here let us stop. 

<< Europe has a set of primary interests, which tOP.at 
have none, or a very remote relation. Heaoe sj^ 
amst be engaged in firequent controTersies,tfae eaoa<|» 
of which are essentaally foreiga to our caiicani|» 
Hence, therefi>re, it must be unwise in us to implicatff 
ouraelTes by artificial ties, in the ordinary vioisaitiidMl 
of her politicks, or the ordinary combinations and cell 
HttOBS of her firiendriiips, or enmities. 

" Our detached and distant situation invitaeaxid en- 
ables us to pursue a different course. If we refloamj 
one people, under an efficient government, the pei 
is not &r oi^ when we may defy material ii^ury fronl^ 
extoraal annoyance ; when we may take such an atta . v 
tude as will cause the aeutrality we may at any twi 4 
Msolve upon, to be scrupulously respected ; whea k^ }t 
ligerent nations, under the ImpoesibiHty of aMkiagj^ $> 
«uisitioai upaa as,"wiU net lightly hasai^ the ^^^ ^ 
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nsfrovoe«tmi; whrawe mty elMote. p««m or wtr, 
M our interMt, foided by justice, ihftU oomiMl. 

'' Why ibr^go the adrtatafee of eo peoulier a eltiw- 
tkmi Why quit our own to itand upon forei^ 
grouad? 'Why, bjr interweaving our deetiny with that 
of any part of Europe, entangle oar peace and proe- 
parity in the toib of European ambition, riTabhip, in- 
tereat, humour, or eapriee ? 

** It ia our true policy to ateer clear of permanent 
alliances with any portion of the foreign world ; so fir, 
I anean, as we are now at liberty to do it ; for let me 
not be understood as capable of patroniring infidelity 
to existing engagements. I hold the maxim no leas 
•iqplicable to publick than to private afiairs, that ho- 
nesty is always the best poUey. I repeat it, therelbre, 
let those engagementa be observed in their genuine 
aaope. But, in my opinion, it is unnecessary and 
would be unwise to extend them. 

'< Taking care always to keep ourselves, by suitable 
•ilablishments, on a respectable defensive posture, 
we may safely trust to temporary alliances for extra* 
•rdinary emergMicies. 

** Harmony, and a liberal intercourse with all na- 
tions, are recommended by policy, humanity, and in- 
leiMt. But even our commercial policy should hold 
m equal and impartial hand; neither seeking nor 
giaating exehuive iavours or preferences ; consulting 
U» natufal course of things ; diffuring and diversify- 
ittg, by gentle means, the streams of commerce, but 
fiirckig nothing ; establishing, with powers so disposed, 
in order to give trade a stable course, to define the 
jtjghts of our merchants, and to enable tiie govern* 
men! to support tb^m^ conventional rules of inter* 
Gotwa^f the best that present circnmstances and mutual 
I ^piiaioii will permit, but temporaiy, and liable to be 
! firom time to time abandoned or varied, as experience 
* awl f iroaspstaneea shall dietate -, constantly keeping 
^ in viewi that it ia folly in one nation to look for dlaia- 
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temtod iiTovrt fiom anoUier ; thai H most pay, wiUt 
a porticm of its iBdependence ftr whatever it maj ac- 
eept under that eharaoter ; that bj such acceptance, 
it may place itself in the condition of having g^rrea 
eqaivalentfl for nominal &Youre, and yet of being re* 
proaahed with ingratUnde tar not giving more. There 
can be no greater erronr than to expect, or calenlale 
vpoB real &voDn from nation to nation. It ie an iUa- 
nan which experience must cure, which a just pride 
ought to discard. 

<' In offiuing to you, my countrymen, these coun- 
sels of an old and affectionate friend, I dare not hope 
they will make the strong and lasting impresnon I 
oocdd wish ; that they will control the usual current 
of the passions, or prevent our nation from running 
the course which has hitherto marked the destiny of 
naticms : but if I may even flatter myself that Aey 
may be productive of some partial benefit, scmie occa* 
sional good ; that they may now and then recur, to 
moderate the frury of party spirit, to warn against thtf 
mischiefr of foreign intrigue, to guard against the iai* 
postures of pretended patriotism ; this hope wHl be a 
frill recompense for the solicitude for yomr wel&re, hy 
ifideh. they have been dictated. 

'* How &r, in the discharge of my official duties^ I 
have been guided by the principles which have been 
delineated, the publick records and other evidences of 
my conduct must witness to yiou and to the vrorld. 
To myself, the assurance of my own conscience is, 
that I have at least believed myself to be guided bj 
them. 

" In relation to the still subsisting war in Europe, 
my Proclamation of the 98d of April, 1793, is the in- 
dex to my plan. Sanctioned by your ^>proving voice, 
and by that of your Representatives in both Housea 
of Congress, the spirit of that measure has continual- 
ly governed me ; nninflaeaeed by any attempts to da* 
ter or divert me from it. 
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'< After deliberato ezamiaatioa with tlie aid of the 
beat lights I could obtain, I wae weU eatiified that our 
^pontryy onder all the eiroaaMtanoM of the eaae» had 
a right to take, and waa bound in duty and intereat to 
take a neutral pontion. Having taken it, I determined, 
4a far as should depend up<«i me, to maintain it with 
moderation, persereranee, and firmneea. 

'< The considerations which respeot the right to 
iipld this conduct, it is not necessaiy, on this oceasioa, 
to detail. I will only observe, that according to my 
understanding of the matter, that rights ao &r from 
being denied by any of the beUigere&t powers, has 
heen virtually admitted by all. 

" The duty of holding a neutral eondnot may he ia- 
ftrred, without any thing more, from the ebligation 
which justice and humanity impose on eveiy nation, 
in cases in which it is free to act, to maintain inviolele 
the relations of peace and amity towards other nations. 

** The inducementa of interest for observing that 
conduct will best be referred to your own refleetiolsi 
and experience. With me, a predominaat motive has 
been to endeavour to gain time to our country to set* 
tie and mature ita yet recent inatitntioas, aad to pra- 
gross without interruption, to that degree of strength 
and consistency, which is neeessary to give it, human- 
Ij qieaking, the command of its own fortunes. 

" Though in reviewing the iacidents of my admaniaF 
tration, I am uneonseieus of intentional erronr, I am 
nevertheless too sensible of my defects not to think it 
probable that I may have committed many erroare. 
VHiatever they may be, I fervently beseech the Al- 
snighty to avert or mUigate the evils to which they 
may tend. I shall slso carry with me the h(^ that 
my country will never cease to view them with indul- 
geace ; and that after Ibrty-five yeam of my life dedt- 
oated to its service, with aa upright leal, the fiiulta ef 
^loon^tetent ahilitiea will be oonsigaed to oUivioa, ea 
n^self most sooa be to the mansiona of rest. 



^ 
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** lUlTUig on its kindneM in this, as in other things, 
and aetuated bj that fenroat love towards it, which is 
so natural to a man, who views in it the native soil of 
himself and his progenitors for several generations ; I 
aiitieipale with pleasing expectation, that retreat, in 
which I promise myself to realite, without alloy, the 
sweet enjoyment of partaking, in the midst of my ftl- 
low citizens, the benign influence of good laws imder 
a firee government— -the ever favourite object of my 
heart, and the happy reward, as I trust, of our mutual 
eares, labours, and dangers." 

This Address to the people of the United States wts 
received with the highest veneration and gratitude. 
Several of the State liCg^latures ordered it to be put 
upon their journals, and every citisen conndered it 
as the legacy of the most distinguished Amerieaa 
Patriot. 

On the 7th of December, 1796, the Pretndent for 
the last time, met the National Legislature. In his 
Speech, after taking a view of the situation of the 
United States, he, regardless of opposition and cen- 
sure, reoommended the attention of Congress to lEhose 
measures which he deemed essential to national inde- 
pendence, honour, and prosperity. The first among 
these was the creation of a Navy. 

'< To an active external commerce, the protection 
of a naval force is indispensable. This is mamfest 
with regard to wars in which a State is itself a party : 
but besides this, it is in our own experience, that ^e 
most sincere neutrality is not a sufficient guard against 
the depredations of nattcms at war. To secure re- 
spect to a neutral flag requires a naval force, organ- 
ized and ready to vindicate it from insult or aggres^ 
sion. This may even prevent the necessity of going 
to war, by discouraging belligerent powers from com- 
mitting such violations of the rights of the neutnd 
party, as may first or last^ leave no other optkm. 
From the best information I have been able to 
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it wonld Mem as if our trade to the Mediterranean, 
without a protectiiig force, will always be inaeeure ; 
and our citizens exposed to the calamities from whi<^ 
vnmbers of them have but just been rdieved. 

** These considerations invite the United States 
to look to the means, and to set aboat the gradual 
ereation of a Navy. The increasing progress of their 
AaTigation promises them, at no distant period, the 
requisite supply of seamen ; and their means, in other 
fespects, favour the undertaking. It is sn encourage- 
ment, likewise, that their particular situation will giye 
weight and influence to a moderate naval force in 
their hands. Will it not then be adviseable to begin 
without delay to proyide and lay up materials fi>r tho 
building and equipping of ships of war ; and to pro- 
ceed in the work by degrees, in proportion as our re- 
sources shall render it practicable without ineouTe- 
nieace ; so that a future war of Europe may not find 
our commerce in the same unprotected state in whieh 
it was found by the present." 
. He proceeded to recommend those establishments 
for the manufacturing such articles as are necessary 
for the defence of the country, an institution for tiie 
improvement of agriculture, a Military Academy, and 
a National University. In reference to foreign powers, 
he observed : 

<< While in our external relations, some serious in- 
conveniences and embarrassments have been over- 
come, and others lessened, it is with much pain and 
deep re^et I mention that circumstances, of a very 
unwelcome nature, have lately occurred. Our trade 
hoe suffered, and is suffering extensive injuries in the 
West Indies from the cruisers and agents of the 
French Republick ; and communications have been 
received from its minister here, which indicate the 
danger of a further disturbance of our commerce by 
its authority *, and which are in other respects far from 
agreeable. 



lii un or washiim^toii. [1990^. 

. ^IIkMbMBn7CC)MUiit,fliaMr*,aad6UMilwiih, 
in ooMfiMmiCy wUk thii of mv niftioii, to tnii i «H«n 
•ordMl baimonx, and a porliioUy frknAy ondevMiad- 
ing with that Ropnblisk. Thii wish remabLBimabatad; 
and I abaU ponaTero in the aadaaTiior to fUtt it to 
tho ntBMOt extant of what ihaU ho eonaiatent with a 
juat and indiapanaaUo regard to the Tights and honoor 
of our eoontiy ; nor wiH I eaaly eeaae to cheriah tiM 
e^^eetatioa, that a apirit of jnatiee, candoor, and flriend- 
ahip, on the part of the Aepnblioh, will eyentnally 



« la puraoing tfaia eooraO) however, I cannot ftiget 
what is due to the character of our gorernment and 
nation ; or to a IbU and entire confidence in the good 
sense, patiiotism, sdf-reiqpect, and fortitttde of my 
conntrynen." 

In the following manner, he eoncloded hia Address. 

** Thu situation in which I now itond, for the last 
tine^ in the midst of the representatives of the peo- 
ple of the United States, nstnraliy recaHs the period 
whan the administration of the present fhrm of Cb- 
vocament cemmenoed ; and I cannot omit this ooca* 
to oengratnlate you and my oomrtry on the sae* 
of the experiment ; nor to repeat my fer v w u t 
snpplications to the Snpreme Roiet of ^e Unsrerse, 
and SoToreign Arbiter of Nations, that his providential 
can may still be extended to the United States; that 
the virtne and h appine s s ef the people may be pft^ 
aerved, and that the goreinmient which they liav» in- 
slknled fi»r the pietactinn of their ttbertieB, may he 
pacpetnal." 

Tlie Senate in their reply approved the aentiments 
of the address, and, nartioing the pttNiperity of tiie 
United States, thay added, 

" Whilst contemplating the censes thai predneed 
this anspioious reanft, we mnst acknowledge the ex* 
cellenoe of the eonstitational system, and the wisdom 
of the legislative provisions ; but we shoold be defieient 
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in gnititii4« ami jiutica, did w« not attribttte « gVMi 
portion of these advantages to the virtue, firmnesi, and 
tateta^ of yoor adrniniatralion ; which hare been con- 
flqpkicuottflly disptlajed, in thQ most trying times, and on 
tbe most critical occasions ; it is therefore with the 
sincerest regret, that we now receive an official notifi- 
cation, of joor intentions to retire from the pnhUek 
employments of your country. 

'* When we review the various scenes of your polv' 
lick life, so long and so successfully devoted to the 
mofrt arduous services, civil and military ; as well dur« 
log the struggles of the American Revolution, as the 
Qonvulsive periods of a, recent datey we cannot lool( 
fi>rward to your retirement without our warmest afi(M> 
tlmisand most anxious regardf accompanying, you ; 
and without mingling with our fello^ citizens at large, 
in the- sincerest wisl^a for your personal happinoiSy 
that sensibility and attachment can express. 

'< The most effectual consolation that can offer .fi»c 
the loa^ we axe about to sustain, arises from the ani- 
mating reflection that the influenee of your exa^iple 
w411 extend to your successorsy^and the United Sti^tea 
thus continue to enjoy an aUe, nprighti and energ«kickr 
Administration." 

. In the Honse of Representa^TCi^ an answer, wlucli' 
prooiised attbntion to the several subjects recpmrnand* 
ed in the Speech, l^ld concluded as foUo^% wan aftajF 
pointed objection and warm debate, voted by n larga. 
mi^ily. 

'' And wiiilc wo entertain % grateful convicUon t|iat 
your wise, firm, and patriotic^ adn^nastration has 
been signally conducive to the succesa.of the p^esi^t . 
form o^ govnrnmenti w^ cannot f<^b^A!l -^ i^resa the 
deep sensations of regret with which we contemplatn^ 
your intended retirem^njt fi»an office. 

" As no other suitable occasion may occur, we can* 
not snffer the present to pass iifithout attempting to 

Vol. II. 17 
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dbeloM fome of the innotioiui which it eamiot ftil to 
awaken. 

*' The gratitude and admiration of jom country- 
men are still drawn to the recollection of those re- 
splendent virtnes and talents which were so eminently 
instrumental to the achieyement of the Rerolation, 
and of which that glorious event will ever be the me- 
morial. Tour obedience to the Yoice of duty and your 
country, when you quitted reluctantly, a second time, 
the retreat you had chosen, and first accepted the Pre- 
sidency, afibrded a new proof of the devotedness of 
your zeal in its service, and an earnest of the patriot- 
ism and success which have characterized your Ad- 
ministration. As the grateful confidence of the citi- 
zens in the virtues of their Chief Magistrate has es- 
sentially contributed to that success, we persuade our- 
selves that the millions whom we represent, partici- 
pate with us in the anxious solicitude of the present 
occasion. 

'* Tet we cannot be unmindful that your moderation 
and magnanimity, twice displayed by retiring ftom 
your fixalted stations, aSbrd examples no less rare and 
instructive to mankind than valuable to a Republiek. 

" Although we are sensible that this event, of itself, 
completes the lustre of a character already conspicu- 
ously unrivalled by the coincidence of virtue, talents, 
success, and publick estimation ; yet we conceive we 
owe it to you, sir, and stiU more emphatically to our- 
selves and to our nation, (of the language of whose 
hearts we presume to think ourselves, at this moment, 
the fiiithful interpreters) to ^Epress the sentiments 
with which it is contemplated- 

'< The spectacle oi a firee and enlightened nation, 
<^ering by its Representatives tite tribute of unfeign- 
ed approbation to its first citizen, however novel and 
interesting it may be, derives all its lustre (a lustre 
which accident or enthusiasm could not bastow, and 
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whifih adulttkioii would taniisii) from tho tramwwndoat 
merit, of which it ii the yolmitaiy teitimony. 

** fifay yoa long enjoj th«t liberty which it so dear 
to yoU) and to which your name will ever be lo dear. 
May your own virtue and a nation's prayera obtain 
the happiest sonihine for the decline of your days, 
and the choicest of future blessings. For our coon- 
try's sake, and for the sake of republican liberty, it is 
our earnest wish that your example may be the guide 
<if your successors ; and thus, after being the oaok- 
nent sad safeguard of the present age, become the 
patrimony of our descendants." 

President Washingtos now with supreme delight 
Anticipated the Ume when he should quit the storms 
and agitations of publick life, for the retirement of 
Mount Vernon ; and on the day, which terminated his 
Presidential course, he directed the IbUowing letter to 
the Secretary of State. 

*' At the conclusion of my pubUck employments I 
liaTe thought it expedient to notice the publication of 
eortain forged letters whi^ first appeared in the year 
1776, and w^'^ obtruded upon the publi^ as mine. 
They are said by the editor to have been found in a 
mnall portmanteau that I had left in the care of my 
mulatto servant named Billy, who it is pretended was 
taken prisoner at Fort Lee, in 1776. The period 
when these letters were first printed will be recollect- 
ed, and what were the impressi<ms they were intended 
to produce on the publick mind. It was then supposed 
to be of some consequence to strike at the integrity of 
the motives of the American Commander in Chief, 
and to paint his inclinations as at variance with his 
professions and his duty — another crisis in the affiurs 
of America having occurred, the same weapon has 
been resorted to, to wound my character and deceive 
the people. 
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To the Preadent be thus replied. 
" At the epoch of my retirement, an inyanon of 
these states by any European power, or even the pro- 
bability of such an event in my days, was so fiir frooi 
being contemplated by me, that I had no coaeeption 
either that or any other occurrence would arise, in so 
short a period, which could turn my eyes from tho 
shades of Mount Vernon. But this seems to be the 
age of wonders. And it is reserved for intoxicated 
and lawless France (for purposes of providence far 
beyond the reach of human ken) to slaughter her own 
citizens, and to disturb the repose of all the world be- 
sides. From a view of the past, from the prospect of 
the present, and of that which seems to be expected, 
it is not easy for me to decide satisfactorily on the 
part it might beat become me to act. In case of actu- 
al invasion by a formidable force, I certainly should 
not entrench myself under the cover of age and re- 
tirement, if my services should be required by my 
country to assist in repelling it. And if there be good 
cause to expect such an event, which certainly must 
bd better known td the government than to private 
citizens, delay in preparing for it may be dangerous, 
improper, and not to be justified by prudence. The 
uncertainty however of the latter, in my mind, crealea 
my embarrassment ; for I cannot bring it to believe, 
regardless as the French are of treaties, and of the 
laws of nations, and capable as I conceive them to be 
of any species of despotism and injustice, that they 
will attempt to invade this country after such an uni- 
form and unequivocal expression of the determination 
of the people in all parts to oppose them with their 
lives and fortunes. That they have been led to be- 
Ueve by their agents and partisans among us that we 
area divided people, that .the latter are opposed to 
their own government, and that the show of a small 
fprce. would occasion a revolt, I have no doubt ; and 
how far these men (grown desperate) will further at* 
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tempt to deceive, and may succeed in keeping tipth^ 
deception is problematical. Without that, th« foUj tX 
the Directory in such an attempt would, I conceive^i 
lie more conspicuous, if possible, than their wickedness. 

*' Having with candour made this disclosure of the 
state of my mind, it remains only for me to add, that 
to those who know me best, it is best known, that 
should imperious circumstances induce me to ez- 
ch&nge once more the smooth paths of retirement for 
the thorny ways of publick life, at a period too when 
repose is more congenial to nature, that it Would be 
productive of sensations which can be more easily 
conceived &an expressed." 

1*0 the question of the Secretary of War, this waft 
his answer. 

<' It cannot be necessary fbr me to premise to you or 
to others who know niy sentiments, that to quit th^ 
tftinqUilllty of retirement, and enter the boundletk 
field of responsibility, would be productive of sensa^ 
tlons which a better pen than I possess would find it 
'difficult to describe. Nevertheless the principle h^ 
iKriiich my conduct has been actuated through life', 
would not Buffer me, in any great emergency, to with- 
hold any services I could render when required by my 
cotintry ; especially in a case where itis dearest rightii 
are assailed by lawless ambition and intoxicated power, 
in contempt of every principle olT justice, and In vio- 
lation of solemn compacts, and of laws which govern 
all civilized nations ; and this too with the obvious in- 
tent to sow thick the seeds of disunion, fot the purpois^ 
of subjugating our government, and destroying bur in- 
dependence and happiness. 

" Under circumstances like these, accompanied bjr 
an actual invasion of our territory, it would oe difficuB: 
for me at any time to remain an idle spectator nndeir 
the plea of age 6t retirement. With sorrow, it is true, 
1 should quit the shades of my peaceful abode, and thb 
ease and happiness t now enjoy, to encounter tani&k 
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IIm turmckik of w&r, to which, powiblf , my ■treagth 
mud powen might be found ineompetent. Thete, how- 
ov«r, thoold not be etiunbling blocki in my own waj. 
But there are other things highly important for me to 
aaeertain and settle, before I eould give a de6nitire 
■asfwer to jour question. 

** First, the propriety in the opinion of the publick, 
■o far aa that opinion has been expressed in oonYersa- 
lion, of my appearing again on the publick theatre, af- 
tar declaring the sentiments I did in my Taledictory 
address of September, 1796. 

^ 2dly. A conviction in my own breast, from the 
best in£yrmation that can be obtained, that it is the 
wish of my country that its military force should be 
committed to my charge ; and 
. 3dly. That the army now to be fi>nned should be 
so appointed as to afford a well grounded hope of ita 
doing honoiur to the country, and credit to him who 
commands it in the field." 

Before these letters had reached the seat c^goTem- 
taieni, the President had nominated to the Senate, 
'* Oeneral Washihgton to be Lieutenant General and 
Commander in Chief of the Armies raised and to be 
raised." The Secretary of War waited upon him with 
his commission, and with the following letter firom the 
President. 

" Mr. M'Henry, the Secretary of War, will have 
the honour to wait on you in my behalf, to impart to 
yon a step I have ventured to take, which I should 
have been happy to have communicated in person, had 
such a journey at this time been in my power. 

"My reasons for this measure will be too well 
lunown to need any explanation to the publick. Every 
friend and every enemy of America will comprehend 
them at first blush. To you, sir, I owe all the apology 
I can make. The m^gent necessity I am in of your 
advice and assistance, indeed of your conduct and di- 
rection of the war, is all I can urge ; sad that is a suf* 
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fioaeiit jiistification to xnjrself and to the world. I hope 
it will be so conndered byyourielf. Mr. M'Henry 
will have the honour to coniuH you upon the organi- 
sation of the army, and upon erery thing relating to it." 

With the order to wait on General WAsniireTOir, 
the Secretary of War received from Prerident Adami 
the fi>Uowing inttructiona. 

M It ia my desire that you embrace the first opportu- 
nity to set out on your journey to Mount Vernon, and ^ 
wait on General WASHiiraTON with the commission of 
Xiieutenant General and Commander in Chief of the 
armies of the United States, which, by the adyice and' 
consent of the Senate, has been signed by me. 

** The reasons and motiyes which prevailed on me 
to venture on such a step as the nomination of this 
great and illustrious character, whose voluntary resig- 
nation alone occamoned my introduction to the office I 
now hold, were too numerous to be detailed in thislet- 
ter, and are too obvious and important to escape the 
obaervation of any part of America or Europe. But as 
it is a movement of great delicacy, it will require all 
your address to communicate the subject in a manner 
that shall be inoffensive to his feelings, and consistent 
with all the respect that is due from me to him. 

** If the General should decline the appointment, all 
the world will be silent, and respectfully acquiesce. 
If he should accept it, all the world, except the ene« 
ndee of this country, will rejoice. If he should come 
to no decisive determination, but take the subject into 
e<»iaideration, I shall not appoint any other Lieuteiiant 
General until his condosion is known." 

The General opened himself explicitly to the Store- 
iasgy of War, and by him returned the following an- 
swer to the President's communication. 

" I had the honour, on the evening of the 11th in- 
stant, to receive finm the hands of the Secretary of 
War your &vour of the 7th, announcing that you had, 
tvHh the advice and consent of the Senate, appointed 
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qM Lttutaaant General and Cemraeader in CSii^ef 
die Armiei niied, or to be raiMd £« tbe Mcnoe <xf the 
UnhedStatee. 

« I cannot wtpnm how gieaily affectad I am at this 
new ftfoof of poblick confidence, and at the highly 
tbttering manner in which yon have been pleaaed to 
maiie the commonication. At the same time, I mm* 
not eonceal from you my eameat wxah that»the choiee 
hmi fallen upon a man lem declined in yean, and bet- 
ter qualified to encounter the usual vioiaaitudea of war. 

^ Ton know, air, what oaleulationi I had made rela- 
tiTC to the probable courae of eyents on my retiring 
from office, and the determination, with which I had 
oonaoled myaelf, of cloaing the remnant of my days in 
my preaent peaceful abode. You wiU therefere be at 
no loaa to conceiTC and appreciate the aenaationa I 
moat hare experienced, to bring my mind to any con- 
eloaion that would pledge me at ao late a period of life, 
to. leave acenea I aincerefy love, to enter upon the 
boundleaa field of pubUck action, inceaaant troiride, and 
high reaponaibility. 

** It was not poeaible firar me to remain ignorant of, 
OB indifferent to recent tranaactiona. The condact of 
the Directory of France towards our countiy ; thehr 
inaidioua hoatility to its goTemment; their Tarions 
practioea to withdraw the affectiona of the people from 
it ; the eyident tendency of their arta, and thoae of 
their i^enta, to countenance and invigorate opposition ; 
their disregard of solemp trfalaea and the laws of na- 
tions; theii^ WfU upcoi, our defenceless commerce.; 
their treatment of our Ministers of peace ; and their. 
denuD^^ yv>nnting to tribute, cpsild not ihil to esoiie 
in me, semtimidnts caa^sgon^mg with thoajBt n^ coun- 
trymen have so generally expresaed. in their aflbction* 
ate.addiessefi to yon. 

^ Beiieve. mci air, wf man can more cordiaily. ap- 
prove t^ wise and prude^ mepwires. of your Adminis- 
tration. They ought. to inspire uaiv«inl confidence, 
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and will) no donbt, oombiaed witk the tUte of thiiict, 
call from Congreas •uoh lawi and means as will enabio 
jou to meet the full fosce and extent of the criiia. 
. '' Satisfied, therefore,- that yon have sincerely wish- 
ad and endeavoured to avert war, and exhausted to the 
Jaat drop the cup of reconciliation, we can, with pure 
lioarts, i^peal to heaven for the justice of our cause, 
and may confidently trust the final result, to that kind 
Providence who has heretofore, and so often, signally 
lavoured the people of the United States. 

'' Thinking in this manner, and feeling how incum- 
bent it is upon every person of every description to 
eontributo, at all times, to kis country's welfiure, and 
•qpeeially in a moment like the present, when every 
thing we hold dear and sacred is so seriously threaten- 
ed, I have finally determined to accept the commission 
of Commander in Chief of the Annies of the United 
States, with the reserve only, that I shall not be.caltad 
into the field until the army is in a situation to require 
my presence, or it becomes indispensable by the nx- 
genoy of circumstances. 

^ In making this reservation, I beg it to be under- 
stood that I do not mean to withhold any assistance to 
arrange and organiae the army, which you may think 
1 can affiud. I take the liberty also to mention that I 
must decline having my acceptance considered as 
drawing after it any immediate charge upon the publick, 
or that I can receive any emolumento annexed to the 
appointment before I am in a situation to incur ex- 



»» 



From this period the domestick employmmitB of Go- 
neral Washisotov were blended with the concerns 
of his publick commission ', but he did not apprehend 
that France would push her aggressions to actual 
war. He conceived that the object of the Directory 
was to subject the Government of the United States 
to their measures, either through fear of war, or by 
the controlling influence of the people. 

Vol. II 18 
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It was Uis wttled optiuflii of the Qtamal^ thai tbe 
gratt bodj of the American people were actoatod by 
Uie love oif country, and only needed information re- 
apeetiag the meaaorea of government to induce them 
to aapport it. In the .patriotick apirit, excited in 1798, 
he contemplated a reaoorce, which might at ,all times 
be relied upon to repel foreign aggreaaiona, and on thia 
oeeaaioD he confidently expected that France would 
recede from her inaolent pretenaions. 

But he did not live to aee the fulfilment of hia pre- 
dUctioaa. On Friday, December 13, 1799, while au- 
peruktending aome impro^remanta on hia eatate, he waa 
oat in a light rain, which wet hia neck and hair. The 
tfecurrmce commanded no immediate attention, but 
in the course of the enauing night he was seized with 
an inflammation of the wind pipe. The complaint 
was accompanied with difficulty in awaUowing, and 
with a quick and laborious respiration. 

OoDceiviBg that bleeding would be salutary, a vein 
was opened by one accustomed to the use of the lancet, 
and fourteen ounces of blood taken from him ; but he 
could not be persuaded to send for lus physician until 
the m<»ning. About 11 o'clock, on Saturday, I>r. Craik 
arrived, and perceiving hia extreme danger, deaired 
the advice of two consulting physicians ; but their aid, 
Uk this case, was unavailing. Speaking soon became 
painful, and respiration contracted and imperfect, and 
at half paat eleven on Saturday night, December 14^ 
in the lull possosaion of reaaon, he expired. 

From the moment of attack, he believed the diseaei^ 
wonld parove mortal, and uobmitted to medical aid 
radier to gratify the wiahas of hk anxious friends, tiiaa 
firom any expectation of relief. Some hours before 
death, with extreme difficulty, he intelligibly expressed 
a desire that ha m^ht be permitted to die without 
forther diaturbanCe. When he could no longer awai- 
low, he undveased himself and got into bed, there to 
await his dissohition. Dr. Craik took the head of hia \ 
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b6k>T«d and rmpeotod fneadin hit tap, to whom th* 
Ctonenl Mid, ** ]>oetor, I am dyiaf « and havo been 
dying for a long tima, bat I am not afraid to die." 
With fortitude he bore the paiqlUi oenfliot, and with 
pei^t aerenity rengnedhimaeif to hia Grod. 

Hie interment on Wedneaday, the 18th of Decem- 
ber, was attended by religioua aerricea, and miUtaiy 
hoiioiira ; and a great eoneoorae of people followed hia 
hearae, aa undiaaembled moumera* 

The report of the death of General WA»HiH€m>ii 
reached the aeat of Goyemment before the ipformation 
of hia sickneaa. It excited the higheat aenaibiUty in 
the membera of Congreaa, and oTorwhelmed them with 
alBiotion. A aolemn ailenoe proTailed in the Honae 4^ 
AepreaentatiTea for aeveral. minutea. At length Mr* 
MarahaU, the preaent Chief Juatioe of the United 
0Catea, mantioDed the melaaohi^y informaticm. " Thia 
information is not certain," he obaerved, ** hot there ia 
too mneh reaaon to beliere it true. After receiving 
intelligence," he added, <' of a national calamity ao 
hettvy and afflicting, the Hooae of Repreaentatives can 
be but ill fitted for poblick bnnneaa." In conaequence, 
both Hoaaaa adjourned. 

On opening the Hooae the next morning, Mr. Mar* 
ihall addreaaed the Chair in the following manner. 

** The melancholy event which was yesterday an- 
nounced with doubt, baa been rendered but too certain* 
Our WASHnrOTON ia no more ! The Hero, the Patriot, 
and the Sage of Americai — the man on whom, in timea 
of danger, every eye was turned, and all hopea were 
placed. Uvea now only in his own great aotiona, and in 
the hearts of an affectionate and afflicted people. 

" If, sir, it had even not been uanal openly to teatify 
reapeet for die memory of thoae whom Heaven has 
•elected aa ita instmmenta for dispensing good to man, 
yet, such baa been the nneommon worth, and such the 
•xtraordinary incidenta which have maiked the life of 
him whoae loaa we all deplore, that the whole Ameri- 

14* 



doe LITE or WASHINGTONr [1796-9. 

can iMttion, inpvBed hf th* Mine fteHngs^ would call, 
wHh one Toice, fiat a pnUiek manifestatioii of tliai eor- 
row whieh is «o deep aad eo vniverMl. 

** More than any other indiyidual, and as mn^ as to 
one indiTidiial was poaiible, hai he eontr&iited to fiMmd 
this our wide spreadingr empire, and to give to the 
Western World, independenee and ffeedom. 

*< Having effected the great object for wfatoh lie was 
placed at the head of our aimies, we have, seen him 
conTeit the sword into the plooghshare, and veik the 
soldier into the citizen. 

" When the debility of onr Federal System had be- 
come manifest, and the bonds which oonneoted tfaie 
vast Continent were dissolving, we have seen him, the 
Chief of those Patriots who formed for ns a Constita- 
tion, which, by preserving the Union, will, I troety 
sobstantiate and perpetuate thoee blessings whieh oor 
Rerolntion hlid promised to bestow. 

*< In obedience to the general Toioe of his eountry, 
calling him to preside over a great people, we have 
ieen him once more quit the retirement he loved, and 
in a season more stormy and tempestuons than war it- 
self, with calm and wise determination, poxsiie the 
tme interests of the nation, and contribute, more tban 
any other could contribute, to the establishment of that 
system of policy, which will, I trust, yet preserve our 
peace, our honour, and independence. 

*< Having twice been unanimouriy chosen tiie Chief 
Magistrate of a free people, we have seen him, at -a 
time when his re-election with universal snfirage eonld 
not be doubted^ aflbrd to the world a rare instance of 
moderation, by withdrawing from his high station to 
the peaceful walks of private life. 

" However the publick confidence may change, and 

the publick affections fiuetuate with respect to others^ 

with respect to him, they have, in war and in peace^ in 

publick and in private life, been as steady as hie own 

^^ fom mind, and as constant as his own exalted virtnmi. 
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^'Lettw tlMii» Ifr. BpMker, pay the kMt trtotoof 
vMpectftBdafibdlMi toonr d«pwr«*dfin0fi4. Lstthe 
Qrmad Cooneil of tlio BfttioB ^fpkty Uww aesUineiite 
vluchihtt aalioii ftelt. F«r tkUpiifpow I l^ld in my 
Jwnd Mine r«mltttUMs whieli I Uke Ow libeitjof ofiif- 
u« to Om Ho«m.*' 

The refohitiottt, after «Uitaa|rthA deetliof Cbeneral 
WiLeB0evoir, wece m fbUowe. 

« Ree<^Ted, Tbet tUe Honee wiU wiit on the Pmn- 
.dent in oendolence of thie aMurnAil e^ent. 

<* Resolved, That the Speeker'e chair be sl^owdad 
with Uaek> and that the members and offieem of the 
Hooae wear bUck daring the aeaaioB. 

^ AesolTed, That a Commiitee in eonjunotion with 
one Snm the Senate, be i^pointed to consider on the 
most soitaUe manner of paying honoor to the memory 
of the man, first in war, first in pence, and first m the 
hearts of his fellow citiiens." 
- These t esohitions had no sooner passed, than ewrtt- 
ften message was received from the President, Unns- 
.naitting a lettor from Mr. Lear, .^^ which,'* said the 
messaga, ** wSl infcNrm you thai it had pleased Divine 
Providence to remove from this lift our excellent lel- 
low oitisen, Gxonox Washiroton, by the purity of 
his lUe, end a Long swies of services to his country, 
rendered illustrious through the world. It remains 
for an affectionate and grateful people, in whose hearts 
he can never die,to paysoitable honour to his memory." 

On this mournful event, the Senate addressed to the 
President the foUowing letter. 

<' The Senate of the United States respectfully tahe 
leave, sir, to express to you their deep regret for the 
•loss their country eustaitts in the dcMth of C^neral 
CfrEOaOE WASHINGTON. , 

** This event, so distressing to all our follow citizemi, 

must be peculiarly heavy to you, who have long been 

nssodaited with him in dseds of ptUriotUm. Permit 

us, sir, to mingle our tears with yours. On this oooa- 
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•ioi& it it miMdy ^ w«tp. ToltMiiioliaiiMiiyatstteh 
« cHiM, is n* oomiMMi cAtemifty to tha worid. Oitt 
emmtry mottmi a Father. Tke Almitjlity IMspoMr of 
huraftn «T)eMtt hat taken from ntoiur ifraatoffc banaft«- 
tor and oniameiit. It beaoniet us to sulMnH witli r»- 
Tora&oo to HIM who " makoth darknoM hia fiai^liMi." 

** With patriotiek prida we review the lift ol* our 
WASHINGTON, and oompare him with tiioM of 
other eoontriee who have been pre-eminent in hmm. 
Aneient and modern names are dinunished before him. 
Oreatneta and goiU have too often been altted ; bvt 
At* §UM ia whiter than it is brilUant The deatrv^era of 
nationa atood abaalied at the majeaty ofkig viriuea. It 
re p r ov ed the intemperance of their ambition, and dark- 
ened the Bplendoor of viotofy. The aoene ia cloaed, and 
are no longer anziona leat miafortune ahould aoUy 
glory ; he haa travelled on to the end of hia jonmey, 
and earned with him an inereaaing weight of honour ; 
he haa depoaited it aaftly where miafortane eaanot tar- 
niah it ; where maltce cannot blaat It. Favwued of 
heaven, he AmpKtt»d without exhibiting the weakneaa 
of humanity ; magnanimoua in death, the darkneaa of 
the grave could not obacure his brightneaa. 

*' Sueh was the man whom we dejdore. Thanka to 
God, hia glory ia oonsummated. WASHiirovoif yet 
Uvea on Earth in hia apotleaa example— Hia apirk ia in 
Heaven. 

*^ Let hia countrymen consecrate the mMnoty of the 
heroick General, the patriotiek Statesman, and the 
virtuoua Sage. Let them teach their children never 
to forget that the fruits of hia labours and hia ezamplo 
ora their iMhsritimcB" 

To winch the Prendent made the following anawer. 

*^ I receive, with the moat respectful andaflbotionate 
aentimehts, in this impressive address, the obliging ox- 
presttons of your regret for the loss our country has 
sustained, in the death of her moat esteemed, beloved, 
and admired citizen. 
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*< In the ttiii]tltiid« of my thougfato and rMoUeotkuu 
on tbis mekaeholy avwit, you wiU permit me to mj, 
th%t I hsve leen bim in tJie dftyt of adrernty, in somo 
of tilt ieenes of hit dttpttk dittrtti, rad owti trying 
perpltxiliet. I havt tlto atttndtd him in liit higlh 
ott ^trtlion, and moit proaptront lUicity, with nni- 
-form adnriraftion of hia wiadom, modtrstioni and oon- 
■tancy. 

' ** Among an onr trigkial aatooiattt in tliat nitniora«» 
ble league tf this Coniinuni in 1774,whieh ftrtt tz- 
pretttd the tovereign wUl of a fret nation in Ameri- 
ca, ht wat tlie only one remaining in the general go- 
▼emment. Althoogh with a conttitvtion more enfee- 
bled than hit, at an age when he thought it nectitaiy 
to prepare for retirement, I feel mytelf alone, bereared 
of my laat brother ; yet I derive a ttrong eonaolation 
from the nnanimont dltpotition which appeart in all 
aget and daatet to mingle their torrowt with mine on 
thit common calamity to the world. 
' '' The life of our W ashivotoh cannot auffbr by a com- 
IMffiton with thote of other coontriet, who have been 
mott celebrated and exalted by fame. The attribntet 
and decorationa of royalty could only have tarred to 
eclipte the majeaty of thote virtuet wliich made him 
from being a modest citizen, a more retplendent lumi- 
nary. Miafortune, had he lived, could hereafter have 
tullied hia glory only with thote tuperfioial ndndt, 
who, beUeving that charactert and actiona are marked 
by sncceaa alone, rarely deterve to enjoy it. MdUee 
eould never blatt his honour, and oMty made him * 
eingular exception to her uniyersal rule. For himtelf, 
he had lived long enough to life and to glory. For hit 
fellow ciUzent, if their prayert could have been an- 
twered, he would have been inHmortal ; for me, hia 
departure is at a mott unfortunate moment. Trutt- 
ing, however, in the wite and righteoua dominion of 
Providence over the pattiont of men« and the retuHa 
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«f tMr Mwieilt sad MtjaniyW w«U M ov«r llwir lives, 
moUoBg x^muoB lor ai« baft hmkU re ti pu Ow n, 

<* Hit eMi»|kle it now e^mphtm ; and it will Umok 
wifdom md TkrtiM to mugittiaftw, cit ig tm» and bmo, 
not wdjT in tbe preacnt ag*» but ia futiiire gm wr tti oiM, 
•aloogwoorliiitoryabftttborMd. tfftl^siaiiiEpiHid 
a Plii^t a Mmtem AweUui c«a nnrer wtoft biecfa- 
pbtra, eulogists, or historisiis." 
. A j«iat oommittM of tba two Hoasec Mportod tho 
fi>Uowiag resolutions. 

** Tiiat anwble momiiiieQt be ereoted by the Uiiited 
States tt the eity of Waidraigtoa, and that the ftinily 
of Gteaeral Washington be requested to permit his 
•body to be deposited under it ; and that the raon u m ep t 
be so designed as to oooDuaemorate the great events eC 
his military and political liie. 

" That there be a funeral proceosion firom Congress 
Hall to the Oer man Lutheran Ghnreh, in monory of 
General Washington, on Thursday the 96th instant, 
and that an oration be prepaMdat the request of Con- 
gfiw, to be delivered befere both Houses on that day ; 
and that the Prefudent of the Senate and Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, be desired to' request 
one of the members of Congress to i^pare and de« 
liver the same. 

" That it be jrecommended to the people of the 
United States to wear erape on the left arm as mouzn- 
ing for thirty days. 

^ That the President of the United States be te- 
^nested to direct a copy of these resolutions to be 
transmitted to Mrs. Washington, assuring her of the 
pxo&und respect Congress will ever bear to her per- 
aon and character, of their condolence on the Ute af- 
fecting dispensation of Previdence, and entreating 
her assent to the interment o£ the remains of Qeneial 
Waixik«ton in the manner ejqpremed in the first rese- 
lution. 
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''That the President be requested to issae his Pro- 
damation, notifying to the people througfaoot the 
United States the recommendation contained in the 
third resolution." 

The Preffldent transmitted the resolutions of Con- 
g^ress to Mrs. Washington, to whieh she thus replied. 

** Tau|^t by the great example which I have so 
long had before me, never to oppose my private wishes 
to the publick will, I must consent to the request made 
by Congress, which you have had the goodness to 
transmit to me ; and in doing this, I need not, I cannot 
Bay, what a sacrifice of individual fueling I make to a 
sense of duty.'* 

Information of the death of General WASBiHOTOir 
was, throughout the t^ted States, accompanied by 
spontaneous and universal expresnons of deep grief 
for his loss, and of the highest veneration f>r his 
memory. The citizens without exception complied 
with the recommendations of Congress. Civil Incor- 
porations and Legislative Bodies, Colleges and all 
oth^r respectable SocietieB,formed funeral processions, 
and attended upon prayers, eulogies, and orations. 
' The resolution of Congress respecting the monu- 
ment has not been carried into execution. When a 
motion for the necessary appropriation was made in 
the House of Representatives, many members mani- 
fested a preference for an Equestrian Statue, voted by 
Congresf at the close of the war, and in the dispute 
between a monument and a statue, the session of the 
Legislature passed away, and no appropriation was 
made. 

They, who had opposed every part of his admiius- 
tration, probably could not in sincerity favour a Na- 
tional Monument to his memory ; and when the sub- 
ject was revived in Congress, the publick feelings, 
having in some measure subsided, they opposed any 
appropriation for this purpose, as an improper use of 
publick money. The reason assigned for objecting to 
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the mwuaf ww, that tlie gntiiade and ynnuni^uKk at 
Um people wei« the appropriate momtmentof the pnb- 
liek aervioee of the ^jnericaa Patriot. 

General W±smnfavos neyer had any diildren. By 
hk wiU he left filra. Waahington the nee of all hii 
property doring her liie. At her decease he Uberatod 
hia alftTea, and dispoeed of pr<^rty among hia and her 
relalaoaB, amounting by hia own estimate, to &we hui- 
dred and thirty thousand dollars. This amount of 
property doea not include the Manaion House on 
MontA Vernon, nor the domain connected with it, 
which was under the personal management of Gene- 
ral Wabhivotoit. 



CONCLUSION. 

GmiB^L Wabhivotoh was exactly aiz leet in 
hei|^ he a^^peared taller, as his shoiildws rose a little 
higher than the true proportion. His eyes were of a 
gray, and his hair of a brown cobur. His limbs were 
well formed, and indicated strength. His complexion 
waa light, and his countenance serene and thonghtfuL 

His manners were graceful, manly, and dignified. 
His general iq>pearance never failed to migage the re* 
spect and esteem of all who approached him. 

PossoMing strong natural pamions, and having the 
nicest idlings of honour, he was in early life prone 
Jnenly to resent practices whichucarrisd the intention 
of abuse or insult ; but the reflections of maturer age 
gave him the most perfect government of himself. 
He possessed a. &culty above ail other men to hide the 
weafcnesies inseparable from human nature ; and he 
bore with meekness and equanimity his distinguished 
honours. 

Reserved, but not haughty, in hia disposition, he 
was accessible to all in concerns of business, bnt he 
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optned hiiMwIf only to hu confidential fHendo; and 
no art or addwwi could draw from him an opinion» 
which ho thooffat pnident to conceal. 

He was not ao mooh diatingnished for brilliancy of 
genina aa for 0c4idity of judgment, and coniommate 
pmdenee of conduct. He waa not so eminent for any 
one quality of greatnesa and worth, aa for the unixm 
of thoae great, amiable, and good qoalitiea, which are 
very rarely combined in the same character. 

Hia maxima were formed upon the remit of mature 
reflection, or eztenaive experience ; they were the in- 
variable rulea of hia practice ; and on all important in- 
atanoee, he aeemed to have an intuitive view of what 
the oeoaaion rendered fit and proper. He puraned hia 
pnrpoaea with a resolution, which, one aolitary mo- 
ment excepted, never &iled him.* 

Alive to social pleasures, he delighted to enter into 
fanuliar conversation with hia acquaintance, and was 
sometimes sportive in hia letters to his friends ; but he 
never lost sight of the digmty of his character, ner 
deviated from the decoroua and iqppropriate behaviour 
becoming his station in society. 

He commanded frmn all the most respectful atten- 
tion, and no man in hia company ever fell into light or 
lewd omverBation. Hia style of living corresponded 
with his wealth ; but his extensive establishment was 
managed with the strictest eccmomy, and he ever re- 
served ample fiuda liberally to promote achemea of 
private benevolenoe, and worka of publidc utility. 
Punctual himself to every engagement, he «neled 
from othem a atrict fulfilment <^ contraets, but to tha 
neoessatens he waa difiTuaive in hia charities, and he 
greatly assisted the poocer classes of people in hia vi- 
cinity, by furnishing them with means snccessfrdly to 
prosecute plans of industry. 

In domestick and private life, he blended the author 
* On York Island, in ]7TC.--See Vol. I. page 87. 
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hty of the master with the care and kindneM of the 
guardian and friend. Solicitous for the wel&re of hia 
slaves, while at mount Vernon, he every morning rode 
round his estates to examine their condition ; for the 
sick, physicians were provided, and to the weak and 
infirm every necessary comfort was administered. 
The servitude of the negroes lay with weight upon 
his mind ; ho often made it the subject of converaatton, 
and resolved several plans for their general emancipa- 
tion ; but could devise none, which promised success, 
in consistency with humanity to them, and safety to 
the state. 

The address presented to him at Alexandria, on the 
commencement of his presidency, fully shows how 
much he was endeared to his neighbours, and the af- 
fection and esteem, in which his friends held his pri- 
vate character. 

His industry was unremitted, and his method so 
ex^ct, that all the complicated business of his miiitary 
command, and civil administration, was managed 
without confusion, and without hurry. 

Not feeling the lust of power, and ambitious only 
for honourable fame, he devoted himself to his countiy 
upon the most disinterested principles ', and his actions 
wore not the semblance but the reality of virtue : the 
purity of his motives was accredited, and absolute con- 
fidence placed in his patriotism. 

While filling a publick station, the performance of 
bis duty, took the place of pleasure, emdument, and 
every private consideration. During the mpre critical 
years of the war, a smile was scarcely seen upon his 
countenance, he gave himself no moments of relaxa- 
tion ; but his wh^ mind was engrossed to execute 
successfully his trust. 

As a military commander,. he struggled with innu- 
merable embarrassments, arising from the short enlist- 
ment of bis men, and from the want of provisions, 



LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 817 

<s|othiM|g»iumiS| and Mnamnition ; mad an opfanoo of hk 
AioluevwtMUbi ■honld be femied in view of theM in-> 
mdeqwito aimuM. 

TJie fint 7MM of his civil adminiBtntioii won at- 
teiMM with the ezUaofdiiiary fiust, that while a ^eat 
pTOpovtioii of hia ooantrymen did not approve his 
measnrei) they nniyenally venerated hb charaeter, 
«i>d relied implicitly on hb integrity. Althong h his 
of^pQuenta eventnally deemed it expedient to vilify hia 
^sliaraeter, that they might diminiah his political infla- 
ence ; yet the moment that he retired from pnbliek 
]i£ii they returned to their ezpreaaionfl of veneration 
and eateem ; and after hia death, used every endeavour 
to eecnre to their perty the influence^of hia name. 

He waa aa eminent for piety as for patriotism. Hia 
pnbliek and private conduct evince, that he impre*- 
aively felt a sense of the superintendence of G-od and 
of the dependence of man. In hia addreaaea, while at 
tJie head of the army, and of the national government, 
he gratefully noticed the signal blessings of Providence, 
and Cfrvently commended his country to divine bene* 
diction. In private, he was known to have been ha* 
bitnally devout. 

In principle and practice he waa a Chriaian, The 
aupport of an Episcopal church, in the vicinity of 
Mount Vernon, reeted prineipaUy upon him> and here, 
when on hia estate, he with c^mataacy attended pub* 
lick woffsfaip. In his addreaa to the AiMrioan people, 
at the close of the war, mentioning the favourable pe- 
riod of the world, at which the i|i4ependence of his 
country was established, and enumerating the causes 
v/hich unitedly had ameliorated the condition of hu- 
man society, he, above science, philosophy, commerce, 
and all other considerations, raidLcd ** the pure and be- 
nign light of Revelation" Supplicating Heaven that 
his fellow citizens might cultivate the disposition, and 
practise the virtues, which exalt a community, he pre- 
sented the following petition to his God, " That he 
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wovM BMMl gneiovdy be ptesMd to dk^oce mi all to do 
jiiikaee» to loYo mercy, uid to demean ourtelTee witk 
that charity, humility and pacifick temper of miiidy 
which were the charaeteristieka of the lHvm$ Author 
of OUT Muwii TfUgion, ; withoat a hmnUe imitatioii 
of whoae example in theee things, we can never hope 
to be a happy nation." 

Daring the war, he not nnfreqoently rode ten-ot 
twelve milea from camp to attend pnbliek wondiip ; 
and he never omitted this attendance, when opportuni- 
ty presented. 

In the eatabliahment of his presidential household, 
he reserved to himself the Sabbath, free from the in- 
termptions of private visits, or poblick business ; and 
throughout the eight years of his civil administrmtion, 
he gave to the institutions of chriftianity the inflnenoe 
of his example. 

He was as fortunate as great and g(^. 

Under his auspices, a civil war was conducted with 
mildness, and a revolution with order. Raised him- 
self above the influence of pc^ular passions, he fmppr- 
ly directed these passions to the most useful purposes. 
Uniting the talents of the soldier with the qualtfiGa- 
tions of the statesman, and pursuing, unmoved by 
difficulties, the noblest end by the purest means, he 
had the siqkreme satisfaction of beholding the com- 
plete success of his great military and civil services, 
in the independence and hairiness of his country. 

XlTD OF VOtVKE II. 



.1 



jy- ^ 












THE NBW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
-^ BBFBRBNGB DBPARTMBNT 



This book is under no oiroamstaneos to bo 
taken from the Building 



I- 




- 














Y * 






V 






?\ 






-> 






J ■ 




1 


k' • 

> ■ 


_ — _i— 






. 


J 






1 






1 






1 



